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Our thanks to the companies below, 
which have generously sponsored 
Waterlines Online.  
Click on the images to visit their 
websites.

www.waterlines.onl

Welcome to the first issue 
of Waterlines Online, we 
hope you enjoy it.   

This is very much work in progress and the 
format will be developed over the next 
few issues; your constructive comments 
and suggestions are very welcome; please 
e-mail Waterlines.

Instead of sticking to a fixed bi-monthly 
publication period, Waterlines Online will 
be published on an “as-needed” basis.

All subscribers to the SHRA “Mailchimp” 
address list will be sent an e-mail 
notification as soon as an issue is posted on 
the Waterlines Online website.  To add your 
name to the list, Click Here.

In This Issue (click):

• Marina Rent Charge
• So much for promises
• Harbour WI
• Harbour Friends
• Heffle Golf

mailto:shrawebmaster%40outlook.com?subject=Waterlines%20Online%20Feedback
http://www.waterlines.onl/subscribeMailChimp.html
http://cohub.co.uk
http://www.sanderspm.com/
http://www.gspropertyrentals.com/
http://www.greathairdressing.com/
http://www.thetravelconcept.co.uk/
http://www.thedentalbarn.co.uk


Marina Rent Charge

As reported in the December 2014 issue of 
Waterlines, the SHRA has obtained advice 
from counsel on the validity of the Southern 
Water Charge, under which all property 
owners are obliged to pay the Marina Rent 
Charge. 
That advice indicated that there are good 
grounds under which collection of the charge 
could be challenged.

The SHRA has written to the Chairman of 
the Sovereign Harbour Trust

Consequently, the SHRA Chairman has written 
to the Chairman of the Sovereign Harbour Trust, 
setting out the grounds for the challenge, and 
requesting that the trust should re-examine its 
authority to collect the charge in the light of 
the advice received.  
The initial response from the trust seems to 
suggest that the trustees consider this to be 
an issue for the Environment Agency and that 
they bear no responsibility.  This is at variance 

with the advice we have received, so it seems, 
as anticipated, that no early resolution is likely.

You should pay your bill as usual,  
but attach a letter

You should, by now have received your invoice 
for 2015 and, unfair as this charge clearly is, until 
the issue is resolved, the consequences for not 
paying could be severe, so it is very important 
that you should pay the bill as usual, but 
please attach a letter saying: 
“Please note that my payment is made under 
protest and that my sending it is not to be 
interpreted as confirmation of my satisfaction 
with or acceptance of the validity of the 
current invoice or its level.
My payment is made without prejudice to any 
action taken,  or assertions made by me or by 
others on my behalf, at any time.”
If you would like to pay by BACS transfer, please  
click here to send an e-mail to the collection 
agency saying you have paid by transfer and be 
sure to include your name, address and account 
reference and to include the wording above..
If you are renting your home, please ensure that 
your landlord is made aware of this development.

http://www.cohub.co.uk
mailto:assetmanagementteam%40cripps.co.uk?subject=Sovereign%20Harbour%20Marina%20Rent%20Charge


So much for promises

From the very beginning, the development 
of Sovereign Harbour has been blighted 
by deception and broken promises and 
developers’ greed.
When consent was given to develop the North 
Harbour, the opportunity arose to rectify 
some of the damage by setting conditions, 
but the planners failed to take enforcement 
action when none of conditions were met.
When, in 2011, the Borough Council produced 
its vision for Sovereign Harbour in the Local 
Development Framework Core Strategy, it 
was soundly rejected by residents at the 
public consultation.  

Residents rejected council’s vision 
for the neighbourhood

Residents made it very clear that the failings 
of the past would no longer be tolerated.  They 
insisted that any further development must 
provide the social and physical infrastructure, 
necessary for the creation of a sustainable 
community, that previous development 
had failed to provide.  In particular, they 
insisted that before any further residential 
development was started, the developers 
must provide a community centre of sufficient 
size to serve the local population.

Working group formed

A working group was formed, chaired by 
Stephen Lloyd MP, including the leaders 
of both political groups on the Borough 
Council, the Sovereign Ward councillors, 
representatives of the land owner, planning 
officers and members of the SHRA committee.
This group worked together to produce 
the Sovereign Harbour Supplementary 
Planning Document (SPD) which set out a 
new vision for the neighbourhood, based on 

If you have friends or neighbours who don’t 
have online access, please make them aware 
of the situation.
Look out for updates on the SHRA website, or 
in Waterlines.

the aspirations of harbour residents.  Central 
to that vision was the requirement that a 
community centre must be delivered before 
the commencement of any further residential 
development.   This was adopted by the full 
Borough Council in February 2013 and ratified 
by the Secretary of State for Communities 
and Local Government.

AT SHRA AGM, our MP and party leaders 
committed to “No residential development 

before community centre delivery”

The land owner, Sovereign Harbour Ltd 
(SHL), was in agreement with this and it 
was presented to residents at the public 
consultation prior to the submission of SHL’s 
planning application for the completion of 
the harbour development.  At the 2014 AGM, 
Stephen Lloyd assured residents that this 
commitment was sacrosanct and this was 
reinforced by the leaders of both political 
groups on the Borough Council.
The outline “Master Plan” application, when 
submitted, closely reflected the SPD and 
was supported by the SHRA.  Consent was 
granted, subject to the conclusion of the 
S106 agreement which, we were told, was 
just a matter of dotting the “i”s and crossing 
the “t”s.  Members of the working group were 
promised the opportunity to comment on 
the draft agreement before it was signed.  

Planning Officers given devolved 
authority to reject the application

Planning Officers requested, and were 
granted, devolved authority to reject the 
application if the S106 agreement wasn’t 
signed within three months.  In the event, 
negotiations dragged on for a further eight 
months and the devolved authority was 
never used.
During a meeting with planning officers, whilst  
negotiation continued, it became apparent 
that they were proposing to change the vital 
“trigger” for the construction of residential 
development, which would, potentially 
allow it to begin before the provision of a 
community centre.
Despite the SHRA protests, the officers were 
adamant that it was unlikely that residential 



development would begin for several 
years, and the change would ensure earlier 
provision of the centre than might otherwise 
have been possible, which was ridiculous 
because the only bar to the construction of 
the community centre was the signing of the 
S106 agreement.

Working Group given no opportunity 
to comment on S106 Agreement

The  S106 agreement was finally signed 
on 2nd December and, despite the earlier 
promises, the working group was given no 
opportunity to comment before the signing.

Vital Safeguard removed

The SHRA was disappointed to find that, in the 
final agreement, the vital safeguard had been 
removed, allowing unrestricted residential 
development be started before the delivery 
of the community centre.  

The disappointment turned to dismay and 
disbelief when a reserved matters planning 
application for the development of Site Eight 
was submitted the very next day after the 
S106 agreement was signed.

This whole sorry story makes a mockery of 
all the hard work that has been done over 
the past three years, and leaves a number of 
questions that must be answered.

There are several 
questions that must be answered

Why was the outline planning application 
allowed to go to the Planning Committee before 
the S106 agreement had been concluded?
Why, having requested devolved authority to 
reject the application if the S106 agreement 
was not signed within three months, did 
planning officers not use that authority?
Why did planning officers continually extend 
the signature deadline for a further six months?
Why did planning officers agree to the 
removal of the community centre safeguard?
Why did planning officers not allow the 
working group to comment before the S106 
agreement was signed?
Above all, who was responsible for allowing 
this to happen?
The SHRA has requested a statement from 
the Borough Council; no response has yet 
been received.

http://www.sanderspm.com/


December started on a very festive note for 
the members of the Harbour WI with a carol 
service in the beautiful St. Mary’s Church in 
Pevensey. Over 150 Ladies from six local 
WIs (known as the Marshdown Group) sang 
carols, gave readings, read poems and 
gave solo singing performances on  5th 
December in the lovely old Norman church. 
Afterwards, 19 Members of the Lunch 
Club walked down to the ‘Simply Seafood 
Restaurant’ for a delicious lunch in delightful 
surroundings with chandeliers and log fires. 
The Lunch Club next meet in January for 
a tour of St. Wilfrid’s Hospice followed by a 
cream tea; and in February they are going to 
‘Calenders’ in Hailsham.

Best “Christmassy” outfit

The 8th December meeting was the Christmas 
Party. Members had been encouraged to 
dress ‘Christmassy’ and most did! There was 
a competition for the best outfit which was 

Harbour WI
by Judy Latter

won by ‘Mother Christmas’ – Treasurer Chris 
Bateman. 
Rita Nunn again baked, decorated and 
donated a very pretty cake for the ‘Guess the 
Weight’ of the cake competition. And the 
Catering Committee produced a marvellous 
tea for nearly 90 Ladies!  All this was followed 
by a demonstration of how to make Christmas 
floral arrangements by Pam Fuller which she 
donated to a bumper raffle.

Festive lunch at the Grand Hotel

December finished on a high note on the 
16th of the month with a Festive Lunch at 
The Grand Hotel for over 60 of the Members. 
Good food and very good company!
The Craft Club meets in the Baptist Church 
at Pevensey Bay on the 3rd Monday of every 
month. There was no meeting in December 
but the meeting on the 19th January is being 
devoted to assembling and laying out the 
‘Quilt’, which is to be raffled or auctioned.  
This is a project to raise money for the Harbour’s 
adopted charity, which this year is ACWW 
(Associated Country Women of the World).
The Harbour WI meets every 2nd Monday 
of the month in the Sovereign Suite of the 
Sovereign Yacht Club at 2pm. 

http://www.greathairdressing.com


Next month at the January meeting, Sally 
Baldwin is giving a talk on ‘Nowzad Dogs’!?! 
The competition is – Your Four Legged Friend 
and the Sales Table is – Unwanted Christmas 
Gifts!
The Harbour WI has reached a maximum for 
the premises where it is held, but visitors are 
welcome by prior arrangement with Frances 
Harrap on 01323 472649.
For more information, visit our website.

Harbour Friends Update
by: Faz Razeen and Yvonne Atkinson

Happy New Year to you all and hopefully 
everyone has recovered from the Christmas 
festivities and now settling back to a normal 
way of life.

Horse racing at the Yacht Club

A good crowd of members participated in 
the horse racing event held at the SHYC on 
the 19th November.  The going was good 
to firm.  Brian, who commentated for the 
evening managed to start the races on time, 

keep the jockeys under control and deal with 
some very frisky horses, which were obviously 
unsettled by the noisy crowd!  There were 
a couple of novice non starters but happily 
there were no fallers.  

Our thanks to Roger and his helpers for 
running such a successful fun evening.

Christmas Party at the View Hotel

The Christmas party was held at the View 
Hotel on Friday 12th December.  The event 
was a great success and the 86 members who 
attended had a superb evening.  

http://www.shra.co.uk/WI
http://www.thetravelconcept.co.uk


Our video DJ Peter Phillips was first class.  We 
were also fortunate to have some lucky draw 
prizes donated by local companies.  

Our thanks must go to Great Hairdressing 
and DeLieto’s Coffee Lounge on the Harbour 
as well as Just 4 You Beauty Salon and Melody 
Ann Hairdressing in Pevensey Bay.  Also to 
the View Hotel who donated tea for two and 
a bottle of champagne.

New Year’s party at Eastbourne Downs GC

The year ended with 30 plus members 
joining members of the Eastbourne Downs 
Golf Club for a New Year’s Eve party.  The 

Golf Club facilities and catering were 
excellent and it is hoped that this event will 
be repeated.
Many members donated and signed a charity 
Christmas card for the Eastbourne FoodBank 
and a total of £130 was raised.  A cheque 
was presented to the FoodBank on the 30th 
December.
Many thanks to everyone who contributed 
harbour photographs for the 2015 
membership card.  The photo chosen was 
taken by Allan Stoner.
It is with great regret that we report that Fred 
Batchelor, who joined Harbour Friends in 
2014 sadly passed away in December after a 
short and sudden illness.

Trip to Dover Castle planned

The Committee will be meeting in a few 
weeks to start organizing the 2015 events 
programme – as usual we have lots of activities 
planned including a trip to Dover Castle in 
April.  We will also celebrate Harbour Friends 
10th birthday at the end of February.
For more information about Harbour Friends 
please visit our website.

http://www.gspropertyrentals.com/
http://harbourfriends.co.uk


The Heffle Golf Society was formed in 1993 
in Heathfield, hence the name Heffle, the 
medieval name of the town.   It has operated 
from Sovereign Harbour for the past five 
years.
The original, and continuing, aim of the Heffle 
Golf Society was and is to provide competitive 
golf in a friendly atmosphere with realistic 
handicapping and a wide selection of all year 
round venues.  Entering our 21st year all of 
these criteria continue to be met
We would now like to extend our membership 
and invite you to look and see what we can 
offer you.
The Society does not restrict access to anyone 
on grounds of playing ability.  Your standard 
of golf is more important to you than it is to 
us.

There is NO JOINING FEE 
and NO MEMBERSHIP FEE.

All we ask is that you familiarise yourselves 
with the standard of etiquette that is required 
at all Golf Courses.  We have a section on our 
website www.hefflegolf.com that gives 
some guidelines on this.
You are welcome to join us after two games 
as a guest, which gives us the opportunity of 
assessing your Handicap and providing you 
with a Society Handicap Certificate.
Our Society meets normally on the third 
Wednesday of each Month on a variety of 
Courses in Sussex, Kent and Surrey.  Our 340 
events to date have involved over 80 different 
Courses in the UK.
Our Monthly event always includes 18 holes 
of golf with either Breakfast before or a Light 
Lunch afterwards.  The price you pay is what 
the Course charges us.  We add a small sum 
for a prize fund and to pay for the admin fees 
of the Society.  We also add a sum to include 
a drink in the bar after play.  This helps to 
avoid anyone accumulating a large drinks 
bill.

An added bonus is the retention of all 
statistics relating to your performance on the 
Golf Course which may help to improve your 
enjoyment of the game.  We feel sure you’ll 
find this interesting!
In addition we have, since 1998 operated 
a Spring Golf Holiday to either Spain or 
Portugal, playing at a further 40 Courses.  To 
keep the cost to a minimum no travel agents 
are used.
We stay at the 4 star Barrosa Park Hotel near 
Chiclana De La Frontera. 

The Heffle Golf Society
by Jeff Brain

 This year’s golf will again include the stunning 
Montecastillo Golf Course, former home of 
the Volvo Masters in Jerez, Spain.     Dates are 
between 18th and 27th May 2015

What to do next?  Our 2015 programme is 
now complete.  For full details, and much 
more information on our society, visit: 
www.hefflegolf.com

If you’d like to join us at our next game or any 
other to just e mail us on

admin@hefflegolf.com 

or ring or text Jeff on 07777 682038

We would like to thank the SHRA for providing 
us with this space which we intend to use and 
update regularly.

http://www.hefflegolf.com
mailto:admin%40hefflegolf.com?subject=Request%20for%20information

