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Waterlines Comment
The final stages of the Sovereign Harbour 
development are finally falling into place.
Pacific House is close to completion and, 
once open for business, will hopefully lead 
to the development of the remainder of 
the business park, bringing clean, well-
paid jobs to the town.  More importantly, 
it will be a huge step forward in making 
the Sovereign Harbour neighbourhood 
sustainable.
The revised plans for the development on 
Site Eight, although not quite meeting the 
expectations set at the pre-application 
consultation, now make the public open 
area much more usable and attractive.
Members of the SHRA committee have 
had sight of the draft plans for Sites One 
and Seven and are encouraged that they 
are very much in line with expectations.
The hard work of the Sovereign Harbour 
Community Association, with the 
support of the SHRA and the Sovereign 
Ward councillors, has culminated in the 
submission of a planning application for 
a community centre on Site Five.  The 
proposed design, although not quite in 
line with the expectations set at the pre-
application consultation, is attractive and 
practical and will, if all goes well, be open 
for use before next summer.
The only negatives are the massive bias 
being applied towards the Town Centre re-
development and the impact this is having 
on the regeneration of the Sovereign 
Harbour Retail Park and the ongoing failure 
to provide the cross-harbour bus link.  
Hopefully, these issues will be resolved 
before too long.

http://cohub.co.uk
http://www.sanderspm.com/
http://www.gspropertyrentals.com/
http://www.greathairdressing.com/
http://www.thetravelconcept.co.uk/
http://www.thedentalbarn.co.uk


This new digital format of Waterlines is still very much work in progress, and 
development  will continue over the next few issues.  We have listened to your 
comments and suggestions and incorporated some of them in this edition; 
your constructive comments and suggestions are still very welcome; please 
e-mail Waterlines.
All subscribers to the SHRA “Mailchimp” address list will be sent an e-mail 
notification as soon as an issue is posted on the Waterlines Online website.  To 
add your name to the list, Click Here.

In This Issue (click):
SHRA AGM
CommunityCentre Update
Sinking of the “SS Barn Hill”
RNLI Mayday Open Weekend
Pacific House
SHCA Litter Pick
Community Police Update
Art Exhibition and Sale
Rotary Club of Sovereign Harbour
Veterans’ Football Club
Night to Remember 2015
WI Update
Enjoy Cooking - Live Well
Haven School PFTA Summer Fayre
Sovereign Harbour Photoclub UK
Pevensey Bay Sailing Club Update
Heffle Golf Update
Harbour Friends Update
Easter Surprise
Brushstrokes at the Bandstand
At the Waterfront
Harbour Clubs and Groups

mailto:info%40waterlines.onl?subject=
http://www.waterlines.onl/subscribeMailChimp.html


SHRA Annual General Meeting
For Members Only

Thursday 21st May 2015
Starting at 7:30pm

(Doors Open at 7pm)

The Haven School
Atlantic Drive

Nominations for election to committee, to be received by 15th May, to:
The Secretary
SHRA
PO Box 124
Eastbourne BN24 9AW
E-mail: secretary@shra.co.uk

http://www.shra.co.uk/join.html
mailto:secretary%40shra.co.uk?subject=Nomination%20for%20election%20to%20SHRA%20committee


We have taken two monumental steps forward to 
seeing a Community Centre in the Harbour.  The 
first was when the Planning Application, that was  
submitted on 30th March, was validated on the 27th 
April.   The Planning Application number is 150352 
and it is now available on the Council website for you 
to view.  The second was when the portacabins on the   
proposed Community Centre site were demolished 
and removed.  This is the culmination of a huge amount 
of work, by a number of people,over several years.

The  SHCA has been heavily 

involved in the internal design 

of the Community Centre and, 

over the next few months, will 

be contacting and meeting with 

local community group representatives to discuss use of the Centre, as well as answering 

questions on the overall management of the Centre and its long term sustainability.

Once the Planning Application has been approved we will be actively looking for residents 

to join the Sovereign Harbour Community Association Committee so that we can take 

things to the next stage.

We will keep you updated on progress as and when it happens.

Sovereign Harbour Community Centre Update 
by Des Davis



In May 2014, local historian, Andy 
Saunders, approached the SHRA to 
discuss a project to commemorate the 
75th anniversary of the sinking of the 
SS Barn Hill in an air attack off the coast 
of Eastbourne on 20th March 1940.  The 
wreck can still be seen at low tide, close 
to the harbour entrance.
On 27th March, the Worshipful The Mayor 
of Eastbourne, Cllr Janet Coles, unveiled 
an interpretation board on the North 
Harbour beach, adjacent to the wreck.  
Following the unveiling, the board was 
dedicated by Father David Charles, the 
RNLI Chaplain.   (Watch on YouTube)

Funding was obtained through donations from RNLI Heritage, devolved ward budget,  
SHRA, the Rotary Club of Sovereign Harbour and Premier Marinas; Identity Design and 
Print produced the insert for the board at no cost.  Pevensey Coastal Defence Ltd funded 
the installation of the board, which can now be seen on the beach close to Macquarie 
Quay.  Thanks to the directors of the Victoria Quay management company for allowing 
the siting of the memorial on their land.

The Sinking of the 
SS Barn Hill

https://youtu.be/K_LG8wGZ7AA




Construction work to create Pacific House - the first offices on Eastbourne’s new Sovereign 
Harbour Innovation Park - has achieved a vital step forward: the roof, floors, external 
insulation and windows have now been installed. 
Pacific House will be a contemporary, three-storey business centre. It will be completed 
later this summer.  With offices available within it ranging from 627 sq ft to the whole 25,235 
sq ft property, it is suitable for small, medium and large companies. Letting enquiries are 
already coming in from interested companies.
Sovereign Harbour Innovation Park is being developed by regeneration company Sea 
Change Sussex to help local firms expand and to attract companies to the area, creating 
jobs.  
In addition to Pacific House, the Innovation Park has sites for up to a further 80,000 sq ft 
of premises. Companies can commission Sea Change to develop freehold or leasehold 
properties for them, or buy the sites to develop their own.
Anyone interested in offices in Pacific House or elsewhere on the Sovereign Harbour 
Innovation Park should contact one of Sea Change’s agents:
Richard Harding, Bray Fox Smith: richardharding@brayfoxsmith.com, 020 7629 5456
Chris Broome, Cluttons: christopher.broome@cluttons.com, 01273 738383
Alex Hobbis, Dyer & Hobbis: ahobbis@dyerandhobbis.com, 01424 423626



On 21st March, harbour residents 
supported the Sovereign Harbour 
Community Association on National 
Clear up Day.
Three groups of volunteers, about 45 in 
all, put on their gardening gloves and, armed with litter pickers, set about clearing up 
three problem areas; the entrance to the retail park, the land between the cycle path and 
the rear of the retail park, and the land adjacent to Martinique Way, known as Site One.
Over forty black bags were filled with litter and other assorted rubbish. Our thanks to 
Asda Community Involvement Colleague, Theresa Parkinson, for the loan of litter pickers 

and to the Neighbourhood 
First Team for supplying the 
bags and arranging for them 
to be picked up.
It has been suggested that 
this could become a regular 
activity so, if you would like to 
get involved in keeping our 
environment clear of litter, 
please e-mail SHCA Clear-up.

SHCA Litter Pick on 
National Clear-up Day

mailto:cleanup%40sh-ca.org?subject=Harbour%20Clear-up


As we approach the welcome season 
of summer it is useful to give a timely 
reminder about keeping your property 
safe, and being kind to your neighbours.  

With the warmer weather people 
understandably have windows and doors 
open.  This can be an open invitation to 
burglars, especially when windows are 
left open when you are out.   Burglars can 
often squeeze into very small spaces and 
so please remember keep these closed 
when possible.  

Also, it is worth remembering to keep garden tools securely locked away when they are 
not in use so they do not get taken.  The Harbour has an excellent track record with very 
low levels of burglaries, and we hope that this summer will be no different.  

The other item I wanted to mention was regarding noise issues and disputes.  Again, with 
the warmer weather, it’s a great time to have barbecues.  Should you feel that someone 
is being too noisy, and it should be reported, then this should be to the Neighbourhood 
First Team at the Borough Council; their details can be found in Waterlines.  They have 
more powers to deal with noise issues and can resolve things satisfactorily.  Similarly, if 
you are having summer parties, it is always worth being mindful of your neighbours and 
be reasonable with any noise you make.  Summer is for everyone to enjoy.  

Finally, we are looking forward to seeing as many residents as possible at the SHRA AGM, 
which is forthcoming.   It’s always a great opportunity to see a lot of Harbour residents and 
to hear any feedback that you have.

Local artists, who are members of the 
East Dean and Friston Art Group, will be 
exhibiting their work over the May Bank 
Holiday at the East Dean Community Hall.    

The Show has always been popular and 
attracts large numbers of visitors.

The paintings that will be on display have 
all been  created by the members of the Art 
Group, and will be available for purchase. 

Show times:

• Saturday 2nd May 2pm - 5pm
• Sunday 3rd May 10am – 5pm
• Monday 4th May 10am – 4pm 

Admission and parking free.

There will be a raffle, and refreshments will 
be available.

East Dean and Friston 
Art Group Exhibition 

and Sale of Work

Community Police Update 
By PC Ed Faulkner



It has been a really great time for our local 
Rotary club.  We had a visit from Malcolm 
Wells MBE and Claire Graham from Canine 
Partners, Claire was accompanied by 
her Canine Partner Ulli. This visit was to 
celebrate and recognise the huge success 
of Rotarian Joyce Lee who ran this years 
Eastbourne half marathon to raise money 
for Canine Partners to help local people 
who may need an assistance dog. On 
the same evening Joyce’s efforts were 
recognised by Rotary South East as she 
was presented with a service recognition 
award, well done Joyce a superb example 
to us all.

President David Philips was delighted to 
present Rotarian Anne Hardy with Rotary 
grant money. Our international charity is 
really driven by Anne and this cash will go 
to support vocational training of students 
in Mongolia. Anne mapped out the need 
for long term commitment to this cause 
some years ago; we are delighted to 
continue securing funds for this cause.

In furthering the cause of local charities we are 
delighted to announce next year’s President’s Charity, 
Eastbourne Area Riding for Disabled. In an unusual 
step we were able to invite Sarah Groom who heads 
up the organisation to present  funds to pay for 
reflective gear which will allow riders to travel on the 
roads in greater safety. This safety wear can now be 
purchased in time to use this summer.

We have a great time using social events to raise 
funds, if you would like to find out more about our 
volunteering and fundraising events please e mail 
Ray at Rotarysovhbr@outlook.com

Rotary Club of Sovereign 
Harbour Update
By Ray Blakebrough

mailto:Rotarysovhbr%40outlook.com?subject=


The Sovereign Harbour Veterans 
Football Club is now open to new 
players.
The Football Club, for the over 
35’s, which has now been running 
successfully since 2006, plays all year 
round on Sunday mornings on the 
Astroturf facilities at Sussex Downs 
College; subs are £4 a game
This great ‘group of lads’ all enjoy the football, and it is a great opportunity to meet new 
people.
If you are interested, but are unable to commit to turning up regularly, that’s not a problem. 
You can play as much, or as little, as you want. The objective is to have fun; the added 
bonus is a bit of healthy exercise and a social gathering. 
It’s not just football, there are social events, weekends away, BBQs, Christmas parties, etc 
for players and wives/families.
For more information, visit the Vets Footy Website or contact:
Frank Milmoe 07443-495453 
e-mail Frank 

Sovereign Harbour 
Veterans Football Club

Night to Remember 2015 is 
a ladies only four or ten mile 
midnight walk along Eastbourne’s 
streets and seafront on Saturday 
16th May 2015. 

Over the past four years, over 
2,400 ladies have taken to 
the streets and seafront of 
Eastbourne and have raised 
a collective £292,000 for 
Chestnut Tree House, the only 
children’s hospice in Sussex. 

More information
Register for the 2015 Midnight 
Walk

@SovHarRA

http://www.shvets.org.uk/
mailto:frank%40shvets.org.uk?subject=Veterans%20Football
http://cth.nighttoremember.org.uk/
http://cth.nighttoremember.org.uk/register/
http://cth.nighttoremember.org.uk/register/


Harbour WI Update
By Judy Latter

The March meeting of the Harbour WI 
started on a very sad note with a tribute by 
former President Gill Nokes, to Christine 
French. Christine was Correspondence 
Secretary for five years up until October 
last year.  She passed away after a short illness and will be missed not only for her hard 
work on the committee but also for running the Craft Club for all that time.  There was a 
collection for the charity ‘The JPK Project’ in her memory. 
The members were reminded by President, Hiliary Hooper, about the Annual Meeting of 
the ESFWI that was held at the Winter Gardens on 25th March. Social Secretary, Margaret 
Stanbridge arranged dinner at the Pomodoro restaurant after the meeting for those who 
wanted it.   There is also going to be a Buckingham Palace Garden Party held to commemorate 
100 years of the WI and a draw was held to select one Member to represent the Harbour WI 
-  Mary Verney was the lucky lady!  New hat and outfit?  The Federation ‘Spring Craft Day and 
Market’ was held on March 12th at the Uckfield Civic Centre.  Seven Members of the Harbour 
WI were there to hear four very enjoyable talks centred on crafts.  The after lunch speaker, 
Jenny Rayment, was especially entertaining and amusing as well as being extremely talented. 
Chris McCooey, an author who writes about Kent and Sussex, was the afternoon speaker 
at the March meeting. He starts with the title and then finds as many facts and tales as he 
can on the subjects.  The titles are always three words starting with the same letter.  His 
talk to the Members was called Scandals, Sensational and Sad. He told of the scandal of 
small boys of 7 years old being used as ‘climbing boys’ to clean chimneys; of the lucrative 
smuggling on Romney Marsh and the erection of the Martello towers which helped to 
stop it; the highway robbery which trains and paper money put paid to; the badly treated 
hop pickers and the grave robbers!  He finished with a tale about the life of a lady called 
Freda Barton. A real “Free Spirit” born in 1870.  She left 43 years of photos including naked 
pictures of herself and her three sons (fathered by her lodger!)  And pictures of the 247 
Cheshire Regiment – most of whom died at the Battle of the Somme. A very interesting, 
amusing and informative talk.
The Craft Club meet in the Baptist Church at Pevensey Bay on the 3rd Monday of every 
month. At the March meeting the Members made wine bottle covers with Hilary Lewis. 
Next month they are making paper flowers.  
After a welcome to new members and guests, two new committee members were introduced 
to the Harbour WI at the April meeting - President, Hiliary Hooper gave out ‘Good Wishes’ 
to everyone who had a Birthday in April, including Rosalind Bainbridge who celebrated her 
93rd Birthday on April 8th - the Harbour’s delegate for the East Sussex Federation Annual 
Meeting, Jacquie Frost then gave a short talk about the day, the speakers and how much 
she enjoyed it - then the meeting continued with the future plans. The Lunch Club meet 
at Simply Seafood in Westham on the 22nd April, the Marshdown Spring meeting is at 
St. Luke’s Church in Stone Cross on May 15th, there’s a Coffee Morning at the Lansdowne 
Hotel on the 21st May and there will also be a Garden Party on the 22nd July in Jan Field’s 
beautiful garden.
Michaele Wynn-Jones was the speaker for the April meeting. She gave a very entertaining 
and amusing talk about her ten years of ‘Adult Training’ in a men’s prison! She got involved 
through necessity.  Her husband had left her with three children and a mortgage!   She had 



a knee replacement, was unable to walk and was on crutches when she knocked on the 
huge wooden door at Lewes prison, not knowing what to expect. The reality was awful. 
She was locked in for two and a half hours with up to 27 men and a big bunch of keys. 
Everything had to be taken out of cupboards as needed, and put back again when finished 
with.  Each time she had to unlock and lock the cupboards with the keys attached to her 
with a chain.  On one occasion the key stuck in the lock and she was left hanging there! 
Only the crowing and banging of the men saved her.  The ‘screws’ came running in full riot 
gear.  Michaele eventually left the prison because the men were dangerous and she was 
terrified of them. She said that the only good memory she has is that she started to be able 
to walk again after a prisoner told her to ‘get rid’ of her crutches!       
The Harbour WI meets every 2nd Monday of the month in the Sovereign Suite of the 
Sovereign Yacht Club at 2pm. Next month is the Resolution Meeting, followed by a light-
hearted Quiz.
The Harbour WI has reached a maximum for the premises where it is held, but visitors are 
welcome by prior arrangement with Frances Harrap on 01323 472649. Information is also 
available on the SHRA website - www.shra.co.uk/wi

I am a North Harbour resident of Caroline 
Way and love cooking and trying new 
recipes and ingredients. Recently I have 
been cooking Middle Eastern food. 
I would love to meet like-minded people to 
share their joy, knowledge and experience 
of cooking and explore new ideas with a small group. 
My thoughts are meeting monthly to cook for each other in our own homes. It is important 
to say this is not about professional cookery nor a competition like “Come Dine With Me” 
but enjoying good food and company. 
If you are interested in coming to an initial meeting without obligation to discuss this 
idea then please contact me, Doris Grant, by telephone on 01323-479640, or by e-mail at 
dkgrant52@gmail.com.

Enjoy Cooking - Live Well
By Doris Grant

The Haven VA CE Methodist Primary School will be 
holding its seaside themed Summer Fayre on Saturday 
18th July from 11am until 1pm.  It promises to be a 
fun family day out with BBQ, traditional tombola, face 
painting, and much more.  Come and support your 
local school. 

There will also be a  “Phil the Bag” collection on Friday 
22nd May.  Bags can be dropped off on the morning 
of Friday 22nd May, at the school.  If anyone would like their bags collected,  email  
havenptfa@aol.co.uk to arrange a convenient time.

Haven School PTFA Summer Fayre

http://www.shra.co.uk/wi
mailto:dkgrant52%40gmail.com?subject=Enjoy%20Cooking%20-%20Live%20Well
mailto:havenptfa%40aol.co.uk?subject=Phil%20the%20Bag


Sovereign Harbour Photoclub meets every 
Monday evening at 7pm in the annex of the 
Simply Italian restaurant on the waterfront 
(pictured below).  We are pleased to report that 

new  members have been arriving, as 
news of our  existence  gets around, 
albeit, we don’t yet have a web site up 
and running, but that is something we 
are working on and will be in place in 
due course.   We do however have a 
‘Facebook’ site,  (Sovereign Harbour 
Photo Club UK) which is able to be 
viewed and can be joined, where you 
can view photographic contributions 

from our members and friends alike. We did have a two week break for Easter, but we are 
now back in full flow and are happy to welcome new prospective members.  Why not drop 
in one Monday and find out what we are all about. 

Since our last blog, we have joined Kent County Photographic Association (KCPA), which 
gives public liability insurance for our members and also enables members to enter national 
competitions if you are so inclined.

We aim to share  all our photographic knowledge and skills; whether you have a smart 
phone or top of the range SLR camera it makes no difference, the object is simply to share 
our experiences and enjoyment of photography as well as learning from other more 
experienced photographers amongst our members. We also have guest speakers from 
time to time who are often professional photographers with lots of knowledge and tips to 
impart.

We will have days out (locally initially) to try out what we learn, and our committee sets 
a monthly challenge/competition with set topics that you can take part in (or not, as you 
wish).

We cover all levels of photography, where you can learn all those hidden menus within your 
camera that are often alien to so many of us and yet are there to help improve the quality 
of your pictures, or we can assist with just getting a better composition with a ‘point and 
shoot’ camera to impress your family and friends.

If you want more information please feel free to e mail me, Bob Stanborough at

secretary@sovereignharbourphotoclub.uk 

Or just turn up and join in.

Sovereign Harbour Photoclub UK 
By Robert Stanborough

mailto:secretary%40sovereignharbourphotoclub.uk%20?subject=


During our closed season – Jan to March 
we busied ourselves maintaining and 
updating our clubhouse, installing a new 
race computer and repairing our access 
road. We ran first aid training courses and 
held a fitting out supper.

However our sailing season has now well and truly started, with the recent sunny weather 
bringing out members, stepping their masts, polishing their hulls and launching on to 
the water.

We commenced sailing on Sundays at the end of March and with the quality of sailing 
clothing these days we are able to stay warm.

At the beginning of April we participated in Sovereign Harbour Yacht Club’s successful 
Sussex Regatta over the Easter weekend with a mix of planned keelboat and dinghy sailing. 
We also supported the Regatta organisers, laying the racing marks for the keelboats and 
joined their live music social evenings.

As the evenings get lighter and the weather warmer, we ramp up our sailing activity 
commencing Tuesday and Thursday adult learn to sail/improver training evenings at 
6.30pm. Do have a stroll along the beach and say hello – even better join in. These courses 
run through to July. 

We start our cadet training on Saturdays from the 2nd May, with three groups from 8 year 
olds upwards using the club’s fleet of single handed Topper dinghies.  Members can sail 
their own boats at any time when the safety boats are out and we have a fleet of larger 
two handed monohulls and catamarans for hire to members.

 We have one of two open days on Saturday 9th May, when we will show visitors around 
the clubhouse, offer food from our galley / drinks from the bar and take them on the 
water for a taster sail. 

Do drop by from 11am and if you want to sail bring warm clothing, waterproof jackets 
and a change of clothes, we’ll provide buoyancy aids.  Alternatively feel free to pop in 

any weekend and have a look 
round the club.

On the 19th to the 21st 
June we have 150 plus Laser 
dinghies descending on us 
for the Laser Masters National 
Championships.  

This should be a spectacular 
sight - again good viewing  from 
the beach or the clubhouse.

For more information, visit: 
http://www.pbsc.eu/

Pevensey Bay Sailing Club 
Update
By Adrian Peckham

http://www.pbsc.eu/


Pevensey Bay Sailing Club
11am

Old Martello Road, Pevensey Bay East Sussex BN24
6DX (10 mins from Sovereign Harbour North on the

beach)

Club open day
Galley open for lunch and afternoon tea

Try an introductory sail (bring warm wet gear)

Email: -membership@pbsc.eu
Web:- www.pbsc.eu

9th May 2015

 membership@pbsc.eu
 www.pbsc.eu



anything other than the day you wish to play.  All we ask is that once you make the decision 
to play you do attend. The Society does not aim for profit and cannot operate if cancellation 
charges are made.
If you’d like to join us ring Jeff Brain on 07777 682038 or e mail us at admin@hefflegolf.com

Our next event will be on Wednesday 
20th May at the excellent Singing 
Hills Golf Club.
We are expecting a good response 
to this event and would love to see 
some new faces as well.

On June 22nd we have booked a two night, 
two game trip to Northern France where 
we play at Le Touquet and Belle Dune Golf 
Courses. There is also an optional third game 
at Wimereux.
The cost of this which includes Bed and 
Breakfast, Single Room Accommodation, 2 
Rounds of golf and your Ferry Crossing is 
£200 per person.

Prior to this, on June 17th we make our first 
ever visit to Blechingly Golf Club.
Our Annual Holiday this year takes us to the 
Barrosa Park Hotel, in Chiclana De Frontera, 
near Cadiz on May 18th for 9 nights.
We have five rounds of golf at Montenmedio, 
Costa Ballena, (below left) Sherry Golf Jerez  
(below right), La Estancia and Sancti Petri 
Hills.   This is now fully subscribed this year 
but gives an indication of the facilities we 
provide.

Heffle Golf Update
By Jeff Brain

We would like to take this opportunity 
to invite you to become a Member of our 
Society.  It will cost you nothing to join 
and there is no obligation to commit to



Our Full programme for the year to September 2015 is listed below and is also available 
on our website -  www.hefflegolf.com
All prices quoted include food
May 20th  Singing Hills  £42.00
June 17th  Blechingly  £42.50
July 15th  Broome Park £44.00
August 19th  Broke Hill  £42.00
September 16th  Woldingham  £42.50
Difficulty with Transport?  We can usually arrange ‘lifts’
If you’d like to join us at our next game or any other to just e mail us on
admin@hefflegolf.com or ring  or text Jeff Brain on  07777 682038
April 2015 Update
Our March Game at Copthorne, our first ever visit here was held after a spell of wet 
weather which left the Course difficult . 
Phil Swaine, playing off a handicap of 24 mustered 30 points to claim his 4th victory with 
the Society.
In April, we visited Mid Sussex Golf Club for the 7th time and Dave Wilkinson, from a 
handicap of 18 won his 6th event with a score of 36 points.

http://www.hefflegolf.com
mailto:admin%40hefflegolf.com?subject=Waterlines%20article


Our usual columnist Faz has been 
exceptionally busy, so it is I, Dave Hawkins, 
(the Harbour Friends chairperson) taking 
up the reigns this time, with your latest 
update on all what we have been up to 
thus far and also on what we have planned 
for the future.
On 14th January we held our AGM followed 
by a Beetle Drive hosted by Charles and 
Angela Herrod. The evening was attended 
by around 60 members and a good time was had by all.  
Our second event of 2015 was on 25th February when the group celebrated its 10th 
Birthday at the yacht club. Members enjoyed free wine, cake and nibbles and yours truly 
hosted a fun quiz. There was an excellent turnout with 10 quiz teams taking part. Plenty of 
light hearted banter ensued and there were quite a few comedy moments. My favourite 
was the team that played their double up joker on an audio sound bites round and then 
managed to be the only team to score a big fat zero. Close runner up must be the person 
that shouted out an incorrect comedy answer, which by complete fluke happened to be 
the correct answer to the next question, which they then subsequently got wrong!  At the 
end of a great evening the winning team (Roger and his shades of grey) took top spot and 
went home with the prizes.   
Next up was a group meal with rat pack 
entertainment at The Ganges on 5th 
March. This particular event was not 
exclusive to Harbour Friends, however, 
those that did attend told me that they 
enjoyed all the company and had a 
brilliant evening.   
On 29th March 24 members took 
to the tenpin bowling lanes at 
Lloyds Eastbourne for some friendly 
competition. Another great evening 
enjoyed by all, especially those that 
went home with the wine prizes. 

Our 5th and most recent special event 
this year, saw 20 members head off to 
Dover by coach with Lynn’s Travel to 
explore the excellent castle on 27th April. 
Despite clouds elsewhere the weather in 
Dover was glorious with blue skies and 
very little wind. Highlights must be the 
superb view from the great tower and 
the tours of the atmospheric wartime 
tunnels and underground hospital. 
As I write this (29th April), our group are 
about to host guests from Eastbourne 

Harbour Friends Update
By Dave Hawkins



Citizens Advice Bureau for a combined HF/CAB charity quiz in the Royal Sovereign Suite at 
the yacht club. We are expecting a very large turnout and will no doubt raise some much 
needed funds for the CAB.
Future events booked are Sunday lunch at Brighton Greyhound stadium on 10th May, Coach 
trip for Pub Skittles with supper at Barcombe near Lewes on 23rd May, Trip to Bodiam and 
Tenterden on 13th June.
Other events already planned for this year include a group meal at Seasons, 10th anniversary 
celebration, Croquet, Race night and of course our annual Christmas bash. There are also 
several other ideas in the pipeline, so please watch this space
As ever the HF committee strive to organise a diverse range of events, so that there is 
always something for everyone, whatever your interests may be. 
Annual individual membership is just £14 per annum, so if you want to come and make 
some new friends and also enjoy some of our special events, then why not join us. We 
continue to casually meet on a Wednesday evening in the flag room bar of the yacht club 
and are always pleased to see new faces. To ensure that someone is available to meet and 
introduce you, we would suggest that it is always best to make contact with us in advance 
of your first visit. 
If you are interested in coming along to see how we roll, please contact us through the 
contact page of our website www.harbourfriends.co.uk or alternatively check out our full 
contact details elsewhere in the list of clubs and society’s.
Last, but definitely not least, I would like to draw your attention to our groups brand new 
Facebook page. This can be found at the web address as follows:  www.facebook.com/
harbourfriends
You do not have to be registered with Facebook to just view the pages, photos and videos, 
although if you are registered with Facebook it would be great if you could also “like” our 
page, as that helps to boost our rankings in internet searches.
I do hope that the above has been of interest and I would like to thank you for reading and 
wish everyone a great summer ahead.   

Easter Saturday may have been cold and 
cloudy at the Harbour – but sunshine was 
spread around when members of The 
Haven Church with other local Christians 
teamed up to offer Cream Easter Eggs as 
a small Easter gift - their way of wishing 
Sovereign Harbour “Happy Easter”. Smiles 
were brought to faces out braving the weather, with the opportunity to say “Hello!” to folk 
- and sometimes a chat.

Easter was a busy time at The Haven Church, including Good Friday Craft and Activity 
gathering for children followed by a service of meditation.

Also an Easter Sunday Sunrise gathering on the beach with the Sovereign Missional 
Movement – followed by our Easter Sunday service back in the school hall.  The Haven 
Church meets at The Haven School 10am every Sunday – with many other activities.  A 
friendly welcome is extended to all.

Easter Surprise
By Richard Graham-Evans

http://www.harbourfriends.co.uk
http://www.facebook.com/harbourfriends/
http://www.facebook.com/harbourfriends/










The Rotary Club of Sovereign Harbour 
meets every Tuesday at 7:00pm for a buffet 
dinner in the annexe of Simply Italian on 
the Sovereign Harbour Waterfront. 

Visitors and prospective new members are 
very welcome.

For more information visit the Rotary Club 
of Sovereign Harbour website.

Harbour Clubs and Groups
For more information on any of these groups, call the number given, 

or visit the ‘Harbour Clubs’ page of the SHRA website (www.shra.co.uk).

Rotary Club of Sovereign Harbour

Harbour Friends continues to meet every 
Wednesday evening at 7.30 at the Yacht Club. 

For the uninitiated, Harbour Friends is a social 
group of Harbour Residents, of all ages, both 
singles and couples, with the purpose of 
building friendships and generally enjoying 
life on our lovely harbour. 

Events are open to members only so why not 
join.  At only £14 per year this is a bargain. 

For further information please contact either 
Brenda on 01323 470114.

or visit:  www.harbourfriends.co.uk. 

Harbour Friends

The Sovereign Harbour Art Group meets in 
the Christ The King Church Hall, Princes Road 
on Thursdays 9:30am - 12:30pm. 

Learn to paint with acrylics, oils and pastels 
with an experienced art tutor in a friendly, 
relaxed and enjoyable environment.

Phone Angela on 07914-884378 

You might also like to visit the Art Group’s 
page of the SHRA website.

www.shra.co.uk/artgroup.html

Sovereign Harbour Art Group

The Maritime Volunteer Service (MVS) is 
a charity-run organisation which aims 
to promote seamanship and maritime 
engineering for the young and old alike 
through local units around the country. 

Training nights are held every Tuesday 
evening at 19:30 in the MVS unit hut. 

New members are always welcome.

For more information, visit: 
www.mvs-eastsussex.co.uk   
E-mail: eastsussexmvs@hotmail.co.uk
Tel: 07738-286373.

Maritime Volunteer Service

The Haven Church meets every Sunday 
Morning at 10am in the hall of the Haven 
School on Atlantic Drive.

All are welcome. We have a relaxed and 
informal style with a joined Church of 
England and Methodist heritage. There is a 
supervised crèche and groups for primary-
aged children.

We have other week-day activities for 
families and also for exploring the Christian 
faith.

Minister: Revd. John Brook - 01323-325989

For more information or to get in touch: 
www.thehavenchurch.org.uk 
john@thehavenchurch.org.uk

The Haven Church

The Sovereign Harbour Community 
Association Short Mat Bowls Group meets 
every Thursday, in term time, at the Haven 
School, Atlantic Drive, from 6:30pm -  9pm.
Players of all abilities welcome, including 
complete beginners.
For more information, visit: 
www.sh-ca.org 
e-mail: bowls@sh-ca.org

SHCA Short Mat Bowls Group

http://www.rotary-ribi.org/clubs/homepage.php?ClubID=2045
http://www.rotary-ribi.org/clubs/homepage.php?ClubID=2045
http://www.harbourfriends.co.uk.
http://www.shra.co.uk/artgroup.html
http://www.mvs-eastsussex.co.uk/
mailto:eastsussexmvs%40hotmail.co.uk?subject=
http://www.thehavenchurch.org.uk
mailto:john%40thehavenchurch.org.uk?subject=
http://www.sh-ca.org
mailto:bowls%40sh-ca.org?subject=


Harbour Clubs and Groups
For more information on any of these groups, call the number given, 

or visit the ‘Harbour Clubs’ page of the SHRA website (www.shra.co.uk).

Brushstrokes Artists
A friendly, informal group of local artists, with 
a range of abilities, working in various media, 
meeting on Wednesdays, from 1 to 4pm in 
St. Richard’s Church Hall, Etchingham Road, 
Langney, BN23 7AX. 

No tuition provided.

Drop in to join, or just for an informal chat, or 
e-mail  jivybarry@btinternet.com for more 
information

Sovereign Harbour Social Club
The Sovereign Harbour Social Club meets 
every Wednesday from 10:00am to 11:30am in 
the Simply Italian annexe at the Waterfront for 
coffee.  

Each month, there will be one outing or visit; 
lunch, theatre, places of interest.  

All are welcome.  For further details contact 
Betty Saunders 01323-479514, or visit the 
Sovereign Harbour Social Club website.

Harbour Women’s Institute Sovereign Harbour Veterans Football

The Vets Football Team has now been running 
successfully for almost six years. 

Prospective new members are welcome.

For more information, or to join the 
Vet’s Football waiting list, contact: 
Frank Milmoe on 07771-610158, or visit: 
www.shvets.org.uk

The Harbour branch of the W.I. meets on the 
second Monday of the month at 2:00pm in 
the Sovereign Harbour Yacht Club.

If you are interested in taking part, please 
contact Frances Harrap on: 01323-472649, 
or visit: www.shra.co.uk/wi

The Garden Bar Sunday football team, which 
plays its home games at Hampden Park, is 
current champion of the Lewes and District 
Premiership. 
If you would like to join this very successful 
local team, call in to the Garden Bar at the 
Sovereign Harbour Waterfront or e-mail: 
gardenbar@hotmail.co.uk

Garden Bar Golf Society
Garden Bar Football TeamThe Garden Bar Golf Society meets once a 

month for a day of golf at high quality courses.
Current members cover a wide range of 
abilities, with handicaps ranging from 6 to 28 
and, although the golf is important, the social 
aspects of the day are equally significant. 
For more information, call in to the Garden 
Bar at the Sovereign Harbour Waterfront, or 
e-mail: gardenbar@hotmail.co.uk.

The Sovereign Harbour Bridge Club meets 
every Tuesday and Thursday at the Sovereign 
Harbour Yacht Club at 1pm for 1:30pm start, 
finishing at 5pm
The club runs a host system and all levels are 
very welcome with or without a partner. 
For further information including bridge 
tuition and educational material, please visit 
www.sh-bc.info call Alan on 01323-645893 
or e-mail: info@sh-bc.info

Sovereign Harbour Bridge Club Strollers and Toners
Get fit, tone up, make friends, feel better

Meeting outside Bright Ideas at the Waterfront, 
Thursdays at 9:30 - 10:30am.

Cost £2.50

Everyone is welcome and the sessions often 
run on with drinks on the harbour.

Please call Mari-Anne (fully qualified 
and insured) on 07748-678030. 
or visit Strollers and Toners on Facebook.

mailto:jivybarry%40btinternet.com?subject=Brushstrokes%20Artists
http://www.shra.co.uk/shsc/index.htm
http://www.shvets.org.uk
http://www.shra.co.uk/wi
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https://www.facebook.com/Strollersandtoners/timeline


Harbour Clubs and Groups
For more information on any of these groups, call the number given, 

or visit the ‘Harbour Clubs’ page of the SHRA website (www.shra.co.uk).

Sovereign Harbour Yacht Club

New members welcome - boaters and 
non-boaters.  

Activities and events all year - live bands & 
disco’s, quiz, skittles & race nights, Sunday 
carvery etc.  Tue–Thur 5-11pm, Fri-Sat 12-
11pm & Sun 12.-6pm.  

Call in anytime, or contact the  membership 
secretary, Julie Cronin  on 01323 470888, or 
e-mail: membership@shyc.co.uk or visit: 
www.shyc.co.uk

Sovereign Polyphony is an all female choir 
that perform in aid of the Eastbourne Blind 
Society.  
Membership of Sovereign Polyphony is 
auditioned, new members are welcome.
For more information, call 01323 470445 or 
email: sovereignpolyphony@uwclub.net
or visit: www.sovereignpolyphony.com

Sovereign Polyphony

Pevensey Bay Sailing Club

Friendly, family orientated  dinghy sailing 
and windsurf club, 10 minutes walk along 
the beach from the east end of the harbour. 
General sailing, training at all levels and 
regular club racing and regular social events. 

 We welcome beginners and experienced 
sailors alike and we sail at the weekends 
and on Tuesday and Thursday evenings in 
the summer. Our clubhouse offers hot food 
and a bar at the weekends, often enjoyed by 
members using our sun terrace overlooking 
the stunning views over the bay and on 
towards Bexhill and Hastings. 

 Do come and have a look round the club at 
any time or contact the membership secretary 
Judy Griffiths at: membership@pbsc.eu or 
visit: www.pbsc.eu

Formed in the Heathfield area (hence the 
name) in 1993, now based at Sovereign 
Harbour. Aims to provide competitive 
golf in a friendly atmosphere with realistic 
handicapping and all year round venues. 
Contact: 07777 682 038
 Email: admin@hefflegolf.com
 Website: www.hefflegolf.com

Heffle Golf Society

Set up by Sovereign Harbour residents, the 
club now meets on the 2nd and 4th Tuesday 
of every month 7- 9 pm, at the KCA, Conqueror 
Hall, Harold Drive, Kingsmere. 
Contact: Steve Lashley on 01323 478 651 or 
Sandie Dixon on 01323 471 702

Digital Camera Club

The Sovereign Harbour Photoclub UK meets 
on Monday evenings, from 7 to 8pm, over 
coffee, in the annex of Simply Italian on the 
Waterfront.
Prospective members of all abilities, from 
beginners to professionals are welcome.
The objective of the club is help members 
take better photographs with the camera 
they have, including smartphone cameras 
and, also, to increase the knowledge 
and ability of less experienced members 
through projects exhibitions, competitions 
and workshops, supported by talks and 
demonstrations by the more experienced 
members.
Young photographers will be especially 
welcome.
If you would be interested in taking part, 
please e-mail the secretary with your name 
and a daytime telephone number.

Sovereign Harbour Photoclub UK
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