
Our thanks to the companies below, 
which have generously sponsored 
Waterlines Online.  
Click on the images to visit their websites.

Waterlines Comment
As you will have seen from the 
invoice you have received from the 
Sovereign Harbour (Sea Defences) 
CIC, the sorry saga of the Marina 
Rent Charge continues to blight 
harbour living.
Incredibly, both the CIC and the 
Environment Agency (EA) have 
prevaricated for over a year and 
are still insisting that the agreement 
that underpins the validity of 
the Deed and Grant of Covenant 
entered into by initial purchasers 
of Sovereign Harbour properties 
is legally binding.  This is despite 
have been given copies of the legal 
opinion provided by the SHRA’s 
barrister.  It must be asked, is either 
organisation fit for purpose?
The CIC board contains two 
directors of Premier Marinas, 
which benefits considerably from 
residents’ payments and a resident 
of Pevensey Bay, which also benefits 
from our payments.
The CIC’s secretary, and legal 
advisor, is a partner in the legal 
practice that administers collection 
of the rent charge.
The only director who speaks for 
residents, Rick Runalls, is seriously 
outnumbered and, consequently, 
always outvoted when attempting 
to initiate change.
Officers of the EA, unfortunately, 
seem to think that, if they keep 
their heads in the sand, we will just 
go away.  We have news for them!
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Welcome to the latest issue of Waterlines Online; we hope you enjoy it.  Your constructive 
comments and suggestions are still very welcome; please e-mail Waterlines.
All subscribers to the SHRA “Mailchimp” address list will be sent an e-mail notification as 
soon as an issue is posted on the Waterlines Online website.  To add your name to the list, 
Click Here.
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Unfortunately, once again, we must advise you to pay the Marina Rent Charge invoice you 
have received from the Sovereign Harbour Beaches CIC.  However, once again, we would 
urge you to ensure your payment is accompanied by the following statement.

Please note that my payment is made under protest and that my sending it is 
not to be interpreted as confirmation of my satisfaction with or acceptance of 

the validity of the current invoice or its level. 
My payment is made without prejudice to any action taken, or assertions made 

by me or by others on my behalf, at any time.

If you to pay by BACS transfer, please click here to send an e-mail to the collection agency 
saying you have paid by transfer and be sure to include your name, address and account 
reference and also include the wording above..
If you are renting your home, please ensure that your landlord is made aware of this.
It’s worth, at this stage, looking back at how we reached the current position.
Although the Environment Agency (EA) provides sea defences for Sovereign Harbour, it 
doesn’t have the authority to collect Rent Charge payments.  That authority rests with the 
Sovereign Harbour Trust (SHT) through its subsidiary, the Sovereign Harbour (Sea Defences) 
CIC (the CIC) through a Deed and Grant of Covenant entered into by all original purchasers 
of harbour properties.  The formation of the CIC only became necessary when the SHT’s 
charitable status was withdrawn by the Charity Commission.  All directors of the CIC are also 
SHT trustees.  
The Deed and Grant of Covenant is authorised by an agreement, the Southern Water (SW)
Agreement, which was concluded in 1988 between Tarmac Construction and SW.   The 
responsibilities and benefits of that agreement were subsequently transferred to Sovereign 
Harbour Ltd (SHL) and the EA; they now rest with Premier Marinas and the EA.

None of the Obligations Under the 1988 Agreement Were Met

In the event, none of the obligations under the agreement were met leading, in 2000, to legal 
action being taken against the EA by SHL.  Rather than contest the action, which it would 
seem to have had a very high chance of winning, the EA, in 2001, agreed to the modification 
of the agreement by the creation of the “Sovereign Harbour Beaches (Sea Defences) Deed” 
(the 2001 Deed) which, absolved both parties of their failed responsibilities and placed the 
burden of financing sea defences on harbour property owners.  Although this deed gave 
the authority for  the creation of the SHT as a charitable trust, it was never lodged with the 
Charity Commission, nor was it disclosed to potential property owners.  The SHRA has always 
contested the legality of the 2001 Deed.
Many attempts to persuade the EA and the SHT that they have no authority to collect the 
rent charge have been unsuccessful.  Both bodies have consistently challenged the SHRA to 
prove its case in the courts, knowing that mounting the action would be very difficult and 
the costs would be prohibitive.
However, in 2014, the SHRA, with the consent of its members sought the advice of counsel 
on the validity of its case.  The counsel’s very strong opinion was that the changes made to 
the 1988 Agreement by the 2001 Deed were not lawful and that, consequently, Sovereign 
Harbour property owners were not obliged to fund the provision of sea defences.

Marina Rentcharge
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In December 2014, SHRA Chairman, Jan Weeks, wrote to the SHT Secretary, sharing the 
counsel’s advice, and requesting that, in the light of that advice, the CIC should not collect or 
distribute any further monies from harbour property owners.  
The response was that the CIC board had considered the request, but would continue to 
demand payment and would continue to distribute the income as required by the 2001 Deed.  
The board did, however, agree that they should seek assurance from the EA that the CIC did 
indeed have the legal right to do so.

EA and CIC Refuse to Accept Validity of Legal Opinion

Although the responsibility for administration of the Deed rests solely with the SHT trustees, 
the SHRA letter was also copied to the EA for information.  However, the moral responsibility 
for the current situation rests entirely with the EA and, consequently, the SHRA has continued 
to press the agency to examine its position.
It is significant that since the legal opinion was shared with the CIC and the EA, both bodies 
have continued to insist that the 2001 Deed is binding on property owners.  However, more 
significantly, neither body has addressed the very clear evidence, including case law, that 
underwrites the opinion.
The SHRA has not been idle, although the reluctance of the CIC and the EA to respond is 
making the situation very difficult.  Both are clearly of the opinion that, if they sit tight, we 
will be forced to go away.

Residents Have the Support of Caroline Ansell and David Elkin

We have been very fortunate that our MP, Caroline Ansell and our ward County Councillor, 
David Elkin, have both given us their support.  In the run-up to the 2015 general election, 
Caroline arranged a meeting at the harbour with the Secretary of State for DEFRA, Elizabeth 
Truss, who has responsibility for the EA.  Following the election, a further meeting was 
arranged at Westminster, at which an EA representative was asked to comment on the 
agency’s position.  In light of his failure to provide a convincing response, Ms Truss insisted 
that the EA Area Manager should meet the SHRA; this meeting was arranged by Caroline 
Ansell at her Eastbourne Office.
Unfortunately, the Area Manager was clearly not interested in seeking a solution.  His stance 
was very confrontational, and he openly challenged the SHRA to take legal action.  Although 
a follow-up meeting was suggested, it was considered to be unlikely to change the situation.
As you might have seen, the EA has a new Chief Executive and Caroline Ansell will be meeting 
him later in February to discuss the case.  We look forward to hearing the outcome.

Further Legal Advice Sought

In light of the intransigence of the CIC and the EA, it would seem that, unless there is significant 
movement, the only way of resolving this issue is through the courts, which is potentially very 
costly.  However, a possible means of doing this at reasonable cost has been discovered, so the 
SHRA is taking further legal advice with a view to finally resolving this issue once and for all. 

The Next Few Months Will Be Decisive

Hopefully, a combination of our MP’s diplomatic approach and the possibility of legal action 
will bring about a just solution to this running sore that has festered for far too long.  It would 
be much better to achieve this by cooperation and negotiation than by costly legal action 
that would damage all parties but, whichever path we must take, we are determined that if 
we go down, we will go down fighting.  However, we are more confident of success than ever 
before.  The next few months could be decisive.



Lifesavers in Eastbourne are looking for a 
volunteer to play a vital role.
Volunteers at Eastbourne Lifeboat Station are 
looking for a new volunteer Lifeboat Operations 
Manager (LOM) as current volunteer Paul 
Metcalfe approaches retirement after years of outstanding service in this role.

The RNLI at Eastbourne is calling for a volunteer to 
oversee the day to day operational management of the 
Lifeboat Station, supporting personnel, authorising 
launches and ensuring the lifeboats and crews are 
kept in a constant state of readiness.
Colin McKee, Chairman of the Lifeboat Management 
Group explained, “We are looking for a volunteer to 
lead a volunteer operations team who support all 
elements of lifeboat operations.  He or she will support 
the full time station coxswain and be on a roster 
alongside other volunteers to approve the launch of 
the lifeboats when required”.

A Team Supporter with Good Communication 
Skills and Leadership Abilities

The ideal applicant will be an enthusiastic team 
supporter, a good communicator and would 
demonstrate clear leadership abilities. Local maritime 
knowledge is desirable, as is basic computer use. 
Knowledge of the RNLI is not essential, but would 

be an advantage. Assistance with administration, supporting the wider fundraising and 
engagement team and encouraging good working relationships with other RNLI volunteers 
is also involved.

A Rare Opportunity to Contribute to the Local Community

Colin continued, “Eastbourne Lifeboat Station has a proud 193 year history during which time 
crew members have received numerous medals for gallantry. This is a rare opportunity for 
someone who would like to contribute to their local community and work with others to save 
lives at sea within an enthusiastic and dedicated group of volunteers. You must live or work 
within 3 miles of the station and be between 17 and 70 years of age”.

Fantastic Training Provided

The RNLI provides fantastic training to turn ordinary people into lifesavers and by volunteering; 
people will gain great experience, knowledge and skills.
If you could be the next Lifeboat Operations Manager, please apply online, or contact 
volunteering@rnli.org.uk for more information

Could You Be the Person 
Eastbourne Lifeboat Needs?

https://volunteering.rnli.org/vacancy/volunteer-lifeboat-operations-manager-eastbourne-east-sussex-251347.html
mailto:volunteering%40rnli.org.uk?subject=Eastbourne%20Operations%20Manager%20Vacancy


RNLI rescue figures reveal a busy 2015 for Sussex volunteer lifeboat crews

In 2015 in Sussex:
• The charity’s lifeboats launched 398 times
• Volunteers rescued 429 people of which 13 were lives saved
• Lifeguards in the South East rescued 55 people and saved eight lives
Royal National Lifeboat Institution (RNLI) lifeboat crews around the coast of Sussex were kept 
busy in 2015, according to figures released by the charity today (27 January).
Collectively, crew from the eight lifeboat stations on the Sussex coast launched 398 times 
last year to attend a wide range of incidents including commercial vessels in trouble, adrift 
fishermen, struggling swimmers and leisure boaters in difficulty.

Eastbourne Busiest Lifeboat Station in Sussex

Overall, RNLI lifeboat volunteers in Sussex rescued 429 people. Of those, 13 were classed 
as lives saved – a specific RNLI criteria where a person would have died if not for the RNLI 
lifeboat arriving on scene.  The busiest lifeboat station in Sussex was Eastbourne, launching 
99 times and rescuing 123 people. 
Guy Addington, RNLI Community Incident Reduction Manager in the South East, said: ‘Once 
again our volunteer lifeboat crews have had a busy 12 months working hard to serve their local 
communities. They willingly down tools and drop everything to respond to an emergency 
call for help day or night, come rain or shine.
‘Over the past year the RNLI has also been working hard to prevent people from getting into 
danger using a number of interventions including life-jacket clinics, or our Respect the Water 
campaign. We understand that things can go wrong from time to time, so some preventative 
maintenance and annual checks prior to the boating season should allow for worry free sea 
time.
‘I would like to thank all of our volunteers for their tireless hard work and dedication throughout 
the past 12 months. Without all of our supporters, fundraisers, crews and education teams 
our lifesaving service would not operate.’

Clean for The Queen is a campaign launched 
by Country Life magazine in partnership 
with Keep Britain Tidy to clear up Britain in 
time for The Queen’s 90th birthday in 2016.

It will rally an army of volunteers across the country to clean up their local areas and will include 
a special clean-up weekend on 4th to 6th March. Adrian Evans, who has been appointed as 
Campaign Director, ran The Queen’s Diamond Jubilee River Pageant in 2012. 

With the full backing of Keep Britain Tidy, the campaign already has the support of well-
known national organisations with a total membership in excess of 1.5 million, as well as 
individual ambassadors.  Now it’s up to all of us.

Eastbourne Borough Council’s Neighbourhood First team will be organising a number of 
“Volunteer Clearup” events around the town between 1st and 6th March, and it is hoped that 
there will be an event for Sovereign Harbour.

To submit your suggestions, or to volunteer to take place, e-mail Neighbourhood First.

Please look out for updates on the SHRA website news page.

We will also be issuing e-mail updates through our MailChimp distribution list.  To subscribe 
to the list, click here.

mailto:neighbourhoodfirst%40eastbourne.gov.uk?subject=Clean%20For%20the%20Queen
http://www.shra.co.uk/news.html
http://www.waterlines.onl/subscribeMailChimp.html


Please Come on Sunday 28th February 2016 at 3pm – Come and Sign The Petition

All Eastbourne residents and visitors 
who come to exercise, bird watch, 
boat watch, fishermen, dog walkers, 
please come and show how much this 
natural area is used for recreation.  
Show Eastbourne Borough Council 
and the interested parties how much 
this land is needed for the people as 
a natural landscape and not ruined 
by a development of 62 flats plus 
10 houses, 50 feet from the shore 
with eight driveways between the 
mini-roundabout at Atlantic Drive/
Martinique Way junction and the first 
bend.

The plans:

◊ Will exacerbate the already overcrowded parking situation in Martinique Way.  Increase 
traffic noise.  Martinique Way is already blocked on many occasions by cars badly parked.  
How will emergency services get through to St Kitts, Dominica and Anguilla Court?

◊ Will reduce the shingle area beside the Martello to a tiny patch next to a roadway for lorries 
to complete sea defence. 

◊ Will block light from residents in existing dwellings with overbearing flats in an already 
over crowded south harbour development that has no other public recreational natural 
landscape

◊ Will affect visitor appreciation of Eastbourne seafront. 

◊ Will affect the health and wellbeing of all harbour residents who get out of their houses 
and flats every day with children and dogs to enjoy the space and peaceful atmosphere of 
nature on Martello Field.  

The western seafront has pretty Holywell at the foot of Beachy Head. The Martello on the 
seafront is landscaped to walk around.  Eastbourne should celebrate this end of the seafront 
by conserving it beautifully and not allow development to ruin the Martello approach from 
Prince Edward Parade, a view that so many people adore. 

Martello Field could be a beacon for Eastbourne, a café gallery, a Lifeboats Maritime Volunteer 
Association Centre adjacent to the natural grassed area for wildlife and recreation that 
everyone can still enjoy and preserve the natural peaceful atmosphere. 

Please come support the Eastbourne South Harbour Martello Field Campaign to keep this 
unique natural area for everyone.

Visit the campaign Facebook page.

Save the Eastbourne South Harbour Martello Field
by Geraldine Scudder

https://www.facebook.com/sovereignharbourmartellocampaign/timeline


Community Resolution Assessor

A brand new service developed in conjunction with Eastbourne Borough Council and 
Eastbourne Homes, launching April/May 2016

The Role:
An accredited volunteer, trained and supported by Mediation Plus, you will visit members of 
your local community who are experiencing low level anti-social behaviour - especially around 
environmental noise – in the Eastbourne Borough Council area, to help them understand the 
issues that they are experiencing and explore options for them to find a resolution.
Training:
Open College Network accredited training at Level 3 will be given to upskill assessors to provide 
this service to the community. The training will equip all the participants with an understanding 
of how conflict situations can arise, the different avenues available to resolve these issues 
and when a case is appropriate to be referred to mediation.  These are transferable skills 
which will support the participants in other roles within their lives. To achieve accreditation, 
trainees will be supported in the preparation and submission of a portfolio covering the 
required learning outcomes.
Delivery:
Assessors will be asked to arrange and undertake visits to clients within an agreed period of 
time. It is envisaged that the majority of referred clients will only require one visit, but up to 
three may be arranged depending on individual circumstances. Meetings may take place 
weekday daytimes, early evenings or, in exceptional circumstances, weekends. Although 
level of demand for this service will vary and a level of caseload cannot be predicted, 
Assessors will be expected to have a reasonable level of on-going availability to respond to 
referrals.
Support:
Assessors will receive on-going support from the Mediation Plus team, including briefing and 
de-briefing of the cases they are being asked to work on. While they will normally visit clients 
alone, they will have access to phone support from the Mediation Plus office in Hailsham 
and peer support from other accredited volunteers. They will also be required to attend a 
minimum of two CPD sessions per year and may ask or be asked to attend individual support 
meetings where required.
Expenses:
While this is a volunteer role, Assessors will be reimbursed for reasonable travel expenses 
in the delivery of their role and in the attendance of additional training or support 
meetings.
Training Course dates: Saturday 5th, 12th and 19th March, 10am-4pm, central Eastbourne 
location.
Further information and application form from Joan Eades, Mediation Plus Training Manager 
on 01323 442781 or email training@mediation-plus.org.uk

Exciting New Volunteer
Opportunity in Eastbourne

mailto:training%40mediation-plus.org.uk?subject=training%40mediation-plus.org.uk%0D


When negotiating the S106 agreement for the “Master Plan” planning application, 
Eastbourne Borough Council (EBC) bizarrely, and without proper consultation, allowed 
the removal of the “triggers” that would ensure the Community Centre was handed over 
before the start of any residential development, as required by the Sovereign Harbour 
SPD.  In the light of this betrayal of trust, SHRA Chairman, Jan Weeks, wrote to EBC Chief 
Executive, Robert Cottrill, as follows:
“Dear Robert,
Some time ago I asked you for a Plain English statement explaining the reasoning behind changing 
the ‘triggers’ for the provision of the Sovereign Harbour Community Centre that we could share 
with residents; please see extract below.  Although the S106 agreement had not at that time been 
signed, and would not be for a further four months, it was clear that the council was effectively 
planning to give away the safeguards set out in the SPD. 
We are particularly disappointed because, when we met to discuss this issue we made it very clear 
that we did not accept that development would be delayed, and that changes to the triggers 
specified in the SPD were unacceptable as they would be to the distinct advantage of SHL.  Events 
have proved that we were correct, so you must forgive us for being cynical
It is extremely disappointing that all the remaining residential SHL site plans have been submitted 
for approval and, should Site One be approved at the January Planning Committee, all residential 
sites will have been granted consent before a contractor for the community centre has been 
appointed. This is precisely what the SPD was supposed to prevent.
There was an agreement within the SPD Working Group that the SHRA would be given an 
opportunity to comment on the S106 before it was signed. This didn’t happen, and we also 
understand that the ward councillors were also denied the opportunity.  At our recent meeting on 
the community centre it seemed very clear that even the Council Leader, David Tutt, was unaware 
that officers had allowed SHL to negotiate away the safeguards, agreed by all, with no objections 
from the SHL representatives who were present. I found this staggering in the circumstances. 
It is ironic that Jeff Collard, on responding to our previous concerns, accused SHRA of returning 
to the  “old ways” when, in reality, it was council officers who were returning to the “old ways”. 
Residents, it seems, have been cut out; apparently to appease the developers, essentially making 
a nonsense of all the effort put in to the SPD.  
Failing to consult SHRA on the S106 is now causing difficulties on community centre associated 
issues, as evidenced by the agreed opening times. These were inappropriate, and it has now been 
necessary, as advised by planning officer, to submit an application for a variation.  That advice, it 
seems was misplaced, and we have now had to withdraw it, we understand to avoid complications 
with reserved matters.  This is very confusing as we were told by officers at the November Planning 
Committee meeting that there was absolutely no linkage between the community centre 
application and any of the applications for residential development.  The rules, it seems, change 
depending on who is the beneficiary.
This could have been avoided had we been given the opportunity to comment on the S106 at its 
draft stage. 
Considering that the SPD was instrumental in securing residents’ acceptance of the 150 additional 
homes, and the linkage to the provision of the community centre was central to that, we feel it is 
essential that you issue a statement, with full explanation of the EBC position, as soon as possible.”

Provision of the Sovereign 
Harbour Community Centre



Below is an extract from a letter from Jeff Collard (now retired) dated 28th August 2014
“Triggers for the Delivery 
It is accepted that the combined view during the preparation of the SPD was to link the delivery of 
the Community Centre to the delivery of the residential development. However no one imagined at 
that time that EBC and ESCC would take ownership of Site Six. Given this the opportunity has been 
taken to take control of the delivery of the community centre from SHL’s development timetable 
and place it in the hands of the community. 
The outline permission and the reserved matters stage give SHL five years in total to implement 
their residential permission. This could mean almost 5 years before the funding from SHL is 
released. On the other hand with the release of funding linked to the sale of the first piece of land, 
the trigger is now already in place so will happen virtually immediately once the design of the 
community centre is agreed. As you know the remaining funding has been put in place to be 
available from April 2015, which is much quicker than waiting for the residential sites to start. 
Consequently we have gone ahead and employed SeaChange Sussex to oversee the delivery of 
the community centre and work up the design in liaison with SHRA ready for starting in 2015. I do 
not see that as delay but actually the opposite and taking a faster track where the Council and 
SHRA are in control of the timetable.”
How things can change in 16 months.  
Below is an e-mail from Mr Cottrill in response to the e-mail from Jan Weeks.
“Dear Jan
Thank you for your email of 30th November.
The triggers for the delivery of the community centre were agreed during the extensive negotiations 
and legal advice which required the landowner to provide the significant sum of £100,000 that 
has enabled the detailed design and reserved matters application to be delivered. 
The remaining financial contribution of £700,000 is to be provided no later than 20 days from the 
date on which the location and boundaries of the community centre site and specification have 
been confirmed.
As you know we are carrying out the site investigation works before completing the detailed 
specification as these will inform the construction details. These are expected shortly. With regards 
to the wider timetable you will have received an indicative programme for the delivery of the 
community centre.
With regard to the S.106, this involved lengthy negotiations between the Council, SHL and external 
lawyers. The 87 page document was one of the most detailed and complicated legal agreements 
we have ever been involved with and required regular conferences with the lawyers and numerous 
draftings. It is considered that this legal agreement provides the certainty that we will receive the 
funding for the community centre.”
As you will see, this response totally fails to address the serious concerns expressed in Jan’s 
e-mail, nor does it answer the questions of why the triggers were removed and who made 
the decision to allow it.

S106 Agreement Turns SPD on Its Head, Returning Control to Developers

The objective of the Sovereign Harbour SPD was to ensure that, for the first time, developers 
would be obliged to provide community facilities before the start of further residential 
development.  It was sold to the SHRA as the guarantee that the developers would no longer 
be in control.  The ill-considered S106 agreement undid all the good work, at a stroke.
It seems very obvious that, once again, EBC has caved in to the demands of the developers 
and also that the continued delays to the delivery of the Community Centre are linked to the 
delays in obtaining consent for the residential development.  



In the December 2015 issue of Waterlines I reported that investigations on Site 5 were being 
undertaken.   I am now able to confirm that all the ground investigation works have now 
been completed and the results are currently with engineers for their evaluation. 
 It is now known that concrete piling is required and a foundation/piling design is currently 
with specialist engineers to review.  A drainage survey has also been undertaken around Site 
Five to ensure that all drains are clear and can accommodate the capacity of the Centre.   
We are advised by the Project Manager that the completion of the Centre is still, at this stage, 
being suggested as the end of 2016.  We wait to see, especially given that assurances were 
given in March 2015 that following planning consent the Community Centre would be open 
for business in the Spring of 2016!
A number of people have approached me asking why the Herras fencing was removed after 
the drilling works were completed.  We have been informed by the Project Manager that it 
was not possible to keep the fencing on-site as SHL still require the space for parking etc until 
the site is formally signed over to Eastbourne Borough Council.

SHCA to Seek Incorporation

The new draft Constitution is now completed and has been forwarded to our legal advisers 
for comments prior to being submitted to the Charity Commission.

Lease Arrangements

Ongoing meetings have been taking place with Eastbourne Borough Council’s Legal and 
Estates team regarding the Agreement to Lease terms.   A 125 year Lease between EBC and 
SHL is being formalised.  
Once this has been completed, a full repairing sub-lease of the Community Centre of 25 years 
on a peppercorn rent basis and with the Service Charges being capped for the first five years, 
in accordance with the106 Agreement, will be put in place between EBC and SHCA.  SHCA 
have requested that the variation of opening hours be a condition within the Agreement to 
Lease terms and this has to be met before the sub-lease can be signed.

Short Mat Bowls Group

The Short Mat Bowls Group continues to thrive.  Despite 
the lack of a permanent “Home” location, the group has 
managed to compete in tournaments and has held 
matches with the Eastbourne Blind Society and King’s 
Church.  Further matches are planned for the coming 
year.
In the run-up to Christmas 36 of the group’s members 
met at the Langham Hotel for an excellent meal.
For more information on Short Mat Bowls, visit the SHCA 
website.
You can also view a video of the group in action on YouTube.

Sovereign Harbour 
Community Association 
by Des Davis

http://www.sh-ca.org/shortmatbowls.html
http://www.sh-ca.org/shortmatbowls.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bpPpxz01OIo


Calling all ladies! Welcome to a special fund-raising event in the Yacht Club. ‘New-2-You’ 
invites you to buy and sell any unwanted clothing, handbags, shoes, jewellery and other 
accessories – with all proceeds in aid of St Wilfrid’s Hospice. 

Calling all ladies…

ALL PROCEEDS IN AID OF ST WILFRID’S HOSPICE 

SATURDAY 20TH FEBRUARY
12 ‘TIL 4PM

For further info please contact Tricia
tel:07914 669681 e:triciamm2@hotmail.co.uk

Bring, buy and sell any unwanted clothes, bags, 
jewellery, shoes at our special fund-raising event

SOVEREIGN HARBOUR YACHT CLUB

If you have articles to sell, please bring them along and we will provide you with a table. Or 
just come along, browse and buy. You may go home with some real bargains! 
The event will be held in the Members’ Bar on Saturday afternoon 20th February from 12 
til 4pm. For further info, please contact Tricia Martin on 07914 669681 email triciamm2@
hotmail.co.uk

The NatWest Bank Kent and Sussex Mobile 
Branch will be available in the car park 
behind “The Gym” every Wednesday from 
1:15 pm until 2:45pm.

A range of banking services is available, 
including; cash deposits and withdrawals, bill 
payments, account administration and advice.

The service is being evaluated to determine 
demand so, if you don’t want to lose it, use it.

Mobile Banking
Comes to the Harbour

mailto:triciamm2%40hotmail.co.uk?subject=New%202%20You
mailto:triciamm2%40hotmail.co.uk?subject=New%202%20You


Well now, we hope everyone had a wonderful 
Christmas and we wish you all a happy and 
prosperous New Year.

The Sovereign Harbour photo club had a quiet 
time over the Christmas and New Year, as we 
took a break for a few weeks over the holidays, 
primarily because a lot of our members were 
away, either abroad or with family and friends 
in the UK.
With one of our members on a cruise and others 
in Australia, Thailand and Dubai in the UAE, we 
all had plenty of opportunity to challenge our 
photographic skills and not surprisingly, we all 
exchanged our experiences and pictures 
at our first meeting of the new year on 
Monday 25th January, when we viewed some 
little  ‘gems’ which had been captured on 
camera. More like watching a National Geographic programme!

Monthly In-house Competitions

Prior to our break we did however make sure we set ourselves up in advance, with our monthly 
‘in house’ competition, with a choice of subject matter “Capturing Christmas”, “Eastbourne 
Pier” and “Flash photography” (flash on or off camera).
Next Monday, we plan to revisit our highly popular subject evening, of night photography, 
with long time lapse pictures of spinning ‘burning’ wire wool. Now if that sounds intriguing 
or interesting, then why not come and join us and see what it’s all about?
For those who follow our ‘Facebook’ site, there was plenty of input from members there, 
reflecting the experiences of their Christmas break and of course their travels around the 
world.  We do plan to set up a web site soon, honestly we do, so watch this space.

Open Evening Planned

We also plan to have an ‘open evening’ so that anyone can come along and find out what we 
are all about first hand, but also see some examples of our work.
Above is an example of “Christmas”, that I took in a shopping mall in Dubai. Fantastic and 
elaborate displays of Christmas decorations were evident in abundance everywhere, despite 
it being a Muslim country. 
My experiences were somewhat ‘bitter sweet’, in that I very much enjoyed my Christmas 
catchup with my son who lives there and thoroughly enjoyed the very elaborate new years 
fireworks of downtown Dubai, but I sadly had to experience the hotel fire there, that broke 
out on New Year’s Eve. Thankfully there were not the high number of casualties that there 
easily could have been.
Any way, at our first meeting of 2016, we all enjoyed support and constructive criticism of how 
we might have improved our pictures, from our more experienced ‘professional photographer’ 
club members,  Or indeed, praise if we managed to capture something special.

Sovereign Harbour Photoclub UK 
By Robert Stanborough



If you’re into photography and want to join a highly enthusiastic bunch of like minded people, 
please come and join us on a Monday evening from 7pm at the Sovereign Harbour Yacht 
Club.  
We are happy to review any topics, that members specifically feel they need instruction on, 
or support with. 
We would specially like to welcome Lesley, who joined us on Monday for the first time.

You Don’t Need Expensive Equipment

As I continually say, you don’t need elaborate or expensive equipment, a basic mobile phone 
camera will suffice, but if you have something more elaborate, then that’s fine too, but it’s all 
about good company and a lot of fun, with shared knowledge and support,  to help improve 
your photographic abilities.
If you need more information, you can e mail me (Bob Stanborough, club secretary).
Look forward to seeing you.

Sailing at Pevensey Bay Sailing Club has now 
finished for the winter season and won’t 
recommence until the end of March. 
A few of our more intrepid members head 
inland and sail at Bough Beach Sailing club 
near Tunbridge Wells, where the inland 
waters are calmer. 

Club DIY Day

However, each Saturday sees a hive of activity as members arrive in their old clothes for a day 
of club DIY.   This includes repairing the holes in the road, painting the clubhouse inside and 
out, fitting together new benches for the changing rooms and a general winter deep clean. 
It’s rewarded with a decent breakfast and lunch and gives us a chance to chat about our plans 
for the forthcoming year.  

On the 25th of February we have a supper talk by Michael McNamara, a top dinghy sailor 
coming to give us tips on how to sail faster. 

A good number of us will attend the RYA Dinghy show on the 5th March at Alexandra Palace, 
where almost every sailing dinghy in production is on show.

Adult Learn to Sail Training

Our adult learn to sail training course starts on Tuesday 19 April and runs through to 19 July. 
Training is undertaken in a range of club boats and it is open to all. 

Please contact our Sailing School Principal at sailingschoolprincipal@pbsc.eu for more 
details. A great opportunity to do something different and enjoy a new sport, just on your 
doorstep.

Pevensey Bay Sailing Club 
Update
By Adrian Peckham
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Neighbourhood First recently took part in a training exercise, based at the South Harbour 
Martello Tower, run by the Maritime coastguard. The training exercise was around how 
to deal with an oil spill washing up onto the beach working in partnership with both East 
and West Sussex authorities, the Environment Agency and the Coastguard. All three of 
your neighbourhood advisors are qualified Beachmasters able to deal with emergency 
situations such as oil spills, including Andrew Tilney who joins us from Zone 2.

Neighbourhood First have regularly been inspecting both North and South Harbours, 
giving out free dog bags and reporting issues such as weeds. You can download our ‘report 
it’ app for free on all smart phones to report issues such as litter and dog fouling
This year it is the Queen’s 90th Birthday, and she has requested that the country pulls 
together and has a spring clean. We are holding a week long event where we would like to 
invite residents to join us on clearing up nominated areas. 
To be involved or to nominate an area please contact Neighbourhood First at 
neighbourhoodfirst@eastbourne.gov.uk or speak to your local advisor.
Upcoming actions:
Our Dog bag dispenser has been slightly delayed, but is due to be fitted by the lock gates 
in February.  

Customer First Update

mailto:neighbourhodfirst%40eastbourne.gov.uk?subject=Clean%20for%20the%20Queen


It is hard to imagine how quickly the last 
year has flown by, hopefully everyone has 
managed to enjoy and make the best of 
the extended summer weather we have 
experienced. Let’s plan ahead for this year 
with extra activities where HF members 
will receive newsflash and updates from time to time by the HF chairman, David Hawkins.
Harbour Friends present membership had increased recently and also social events and 
income had increased respectively, also more events were organised and were well attended. 
We did subsidise our income buying extra prizes at the various functions.  Following the 
Christmas party, a donation of £100 was given to the RNLI. 

Harbour Friends Christmas Dinner Dance

In respect of the Christmas party at The View Hotel, it was felt that this event was not quite 
as successful as the previous year. There had been comments on the standard of the food 
served, the welcome drink area was over crowded due to another party sharing the same 
space. Generally, it was felt that the atmosphere on the evening made up for the shortfall and 
everyone seemed to enjoy the disco and dancing. We are already looking out for a suitable 
venue for this year’s Harbour Friends Christmas Dinner Dance.

HF Annual General Meeting
The AGM was held on 13 January 2016.  Firstly, the Chairman David Hawkins and the rest 
of the committee wish to say a big thank you to all those members that attended and was 
followed by the video racing.
The Chairman had received no nominations for committee members. The current committee 
were prepared to stand again in their existing positions. The Chairman asked those present if 
there were any objections to an en-bloc vote for the current Committee to be nominated in 
the same role and no objections were raised.
It was great to see many of the HF members present and we trust that those present found 
the meeting was informative and also enjoyed entertainment followed by the video racing. 
Also our thanks go out to Peter Berry and his team, Brian Trefty, Charles Herrod and Nick 
Dawkins for putting this extremely enjoyable event on for us. 

Harbour Friends Update
By Faz Razeen



Wednesday 24 February 2016 (HF 11th Birthday)
On the above night we will be celebrating the HF 11th Birthday. Please come along and join 
us in the usual SHYC bar for a complimentary glass of wine and a slice of birthday cake. After 
the wine and cake we are planning to have a beetle drive, which has always been a simple fun 
event and is perfect for new members to get to know existing members.
With regard to planned beetle drive, we are asking if any members old or new, would like to 
volunteer to run the beetle drive for Harbour Friends. We have all the cards and dice as well 
as printed instructions, so this is not such an onerous task. We do have a couple of committee 
members that would help, but they would rather that someone else actually controls the 
event. If you are a fairly confident person and would like to run this event with assistance, 
then please do not hesitate to contact us on 01323 470114 or email Harbour Friends.

Proposed events for 2016

Sunday 13 March 2016 (Lunch & Greyhound Racing at Brighton)
As this event has been popular in the past, we are planning for a group of 24 members 
to go along to Corals stadium for Sunday lunch and a flutter. The price of £15 per person 
includes admission and a 2 course (starter & main) lunch in the main grandstand restaurant 
overlooking the finish line. A dessert and/or coffee/tea are available at an extra cost on the 
day. Bets (optional) are taken at the table, so that you can remain seated for the duration of 
the meeting.  This will be a self-transport event with car sharing where possible. 
Saturday 2 April 2016 (Visit to 1066 Target Sports Near Hastings)
We are hoping to go along to this fairly new venue, to have tuition and then try out various 
indoor target sports including Archery, Crossbow, Air Rifle, Live Rim Fire Rifles, and Axe 
Throwing!!! (well little tomahawks really). If we can get at least 20 members to participate, we 
can have exclusive use of the facility and the whole event would last between 2 to 3 hours. 
The cost per person is £27.50
This would again be a self-transport event with car sharing where possible. If you would like 
to come along, then please reply to Harbour Friends email as soon as possible, as numbers 
are limited to a maximum of 25 and places will have to be first come first served.
Sunday 17 April 2016 (Jazz Lunch at the Langham Hotel Eastbourne)
Sue Johnston is kindly organising for a group of up to 32 HF members to attend the Jazz 
lunch on the above date, when the Carl Greenwood Trio will be entertaining.  The price is 
£16.95 for two courses or £22.95 for 3 courses.  If you would like to come along, then please 
reply to Harbour Friends email as soon as possible, as numbers are limited to a maximum of 
32 and places will have to be first come first served.
That is about it for upcoming events for the present and we hope that there is something there 
for everyone to start us off for 2016. Other events for this year currently under consideration 
are: Summer Ball (June), Tenpin Bowling (date tba), Pub Skittles (date tba), Croquet (date tba), 
Safari Supper (date tba) including some other new events and tours and of course the annual 
Xmas party.
We are very aware that making friends can be extremely difficult when you retire, divorce or 
move to a new area. Harbour Friends members are a mix of singles, married people, couples 
and friends. Our members come from all walks of life to enjoy meeting and socialising with 
other like-minded people. Why not come and join us?
Why not call us on 01323 470114 or email us and arrange to come over and meet with us. 
Everyone is more than happy to welcome you to join them and that is all it takes to start a 
new and exciting chapter of your life.
Please visit Harbour Friends website.

mailto:harbourfriend%40googlemail.com?subject=
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http://www.harbourfriends.co.uk/


Once again, shingle that has drifted past the 
harbour spur is restricting the entrance to the 
harbour.
Work will take place during February to build a 
temporary ramp from Site One so that diggers 
can remove the shingle and store it on-site until 
it can be transported around the harbour to replenish the North Harbour Beach.
It is unsure how this work will be funded but, as it is caused by literal drift, and that work should 
be funded by the Environment Agency out of the Marina Rent Charge, we will be keeping a 
close eys on the situation.  This is particularly important as there is anecdotal evidence that 
the situation has been caused because of cost cutting during the harbour construction that 
reduced the size of the reservoir designed to hold the shingle.

Ed Faulkner – 07912 895045
Martin Hylands – 07912 893311
The risk of scammers is never far away.  There 
are unscrupulous people out there that will try 
hard to get hold of your money and not care 
what situation this leaves you in.  
Sadly we hear all too often of innocent victims 
falling prey to scams involving lotteries, legal 
matters, and false charities.  The most prevalent 
recently have been where someone receives a 
telephone call from a person claiming to be a 
Detective Constable stating that they have arrested someone with bank cards in the victim’s 
name, and they need the bank details to run some checks.  
This plays on people’s fears and many people have given details believing this will help Police 
enquiries.  Soon after details are handed over large sums of money are taken from bank 
accounts.  Our message is simple, Officers will never ask for bank details over the phone, and 
will always be willing for you to complete some simple checks to confirm their identity.  
If you are ever in doubt that the person calling you is not a Police officer then take their name 
and what Police force they are from, and then call in on 101 asking for that officer.  It will take 
a few minutes however it could save you thousands.  If you would like advice on frauds and 
how to prevent yourself falling victim to them, go to the Action Fraud website where there 
is a lot of information that will help.
Sussex Police has released a Press Statement in response the Home Office announcement 
relating to their report “Ending Gang Violence and Exploitation”
Hastings is included in the government programme but unfortunately Eastbourne was 
mistakenly included by the Home Office in this announcement, which has caused some 
concern locally. Eastbourne Police District Commander T/Chief Inspector, Emma Brice, said, 
“Can you pass this on to your members with my reassurance that Eastbourne does not have 
a problem with gang violence and remains a safe place to live, work and visit.”

Community Police Update 
By PC Ed Faulkner

Shingle Build-up Restricts 
Harbour Entrance



As you can see the Rotary Club of Sovereign 
Harbour had a particularly packed and busy 
Christmas period. The highlights of the season 
were really the Christmas party at Morrison’s 
and the Sleigh fundraising activity at Tesco 
on Lottbridge Drove. Anyone involved in the 
sleigh collection will tell you just how special 
it is to see the youngsters as they spot Santa 
Claus in his sleigh. Wonderful times. 

On December 22nd we took an evening out 
for fellowship, to meet, talk and generally  
chill. This was a superb evening (it actually 
represented our 300th meeting) hosted by 
the great team at Seasons. We must say the 
food was pretty darn nice as well, the best 
chicken pie in town.

Club Took Part in Tree of Light 
Ceremony

Our club also took part in the Tree of Light 
ceremony at the Congress in December, we 
await the final total raised at this event but 
we do know that the sum will be donated by 
the club to the Eastbourne Area Riding for 
Disabled charity to help fund new equipment 
for the children.

So far in the new year we have heard Rob Cottrill talk about his role as Chief Executive of 
Eastbourne Borough Council. We also have Jane and Frazer Brooks talking about “You Raise 
Me Up” charity based in Polegate.

We move on now to another fellowship evening (27th Jan) where some of us will be bowling 
just for the fun of it. Others of course will want to be crowned club champion and will no 
doubt introduce a bit of competitiveness to the event. 

Next Fundraiser at the Smugglers in Pevensey

Our next “social” fundraising event is Feb 12th at The Smugglers in Pevensey. Tickets are 
£20.00 with a minimum £5.00 of the ticket price being donated to “Rotary Charities”. 

 Finally as Eastbourne moves toward being an Alzheimer friendly town we have an Alzheimer 
Awareness session taking place on Feb 23rd at 5.45 in Seasons on The Waterfront. If you are 
interested in joining us on Feb 12th or for our Alzheimer awareness session please call Ray 
on 478110.

Rotary Club of Sovereign 
Harbour Update
By Ray Blakebrough



Not great weather for golf at the moment but there are a number of Courses who are doing 
all they can to satisfy the requirements of an intrepid few.  We have been fortunate to have 
had to cancel only two of our events this Winter and continue into February in a positive 
mood. By the time this is published we will have completed our 353rd event at West Hove 
Golf Club.
It has to be said that at this time of year it is difficult attracting people to a round of golf when 
the  temperatures plummet to levels where additional clothing restrict the movement and 
capabilities of all but the top performers.  Nevertheless we will continue to endeavour to 
provide a service to all of our Members throughout the year and to offer alternative options 
to those people who may wish to travel to warmer climes.
We have just completed a short tour to Southern Spain and enjoyed three days of very 
competitive golf in warm, sunny conditions.  Our three events at Aguilon, Lorca and Roda 
were supplemented by a number of ex pats from our Spanish branch of the Society.
Our Christmas event at The Dyke Golf Course in Brighton went ahead as planned with a good 
turnout although the mist encircling the course late in the afternoon restricted us to 15 holes.  
The Course, very generously offered us a reduced price option in the Summer which we will 
be taking up in August.

Lots of events already scheduled for 2016

Our February event will go ahead on the 17th of the month although it has been decided to 
wait until closer to the time to finalise the venue which will enable us to consider weather 
and conditions underfoot .  Full details of this will appear on www.hefflegolf.com and all 
Members and Guests will be welcome.
On March 16th we play at Woldingham Golf Club in Surrey.  This is an excellent venue and 
again new Members would be most welcome.
April 20th,   May 18th and June 15th are three selected dates for competition at venues to be 
decided.
In early May we return to Spain for a 4 or 5 day trip to Mojacar in Spain with 3 rounds of golf 
at Valle Del Este, Aguilon and the Hotel’s own Course.  The price for 4 nights in the 4 star 
Mojacar Playa (Servigroup) Hotel will be 300 Euros per couple for full board accommodation.  
Golf prices will be dependent on numbers attending, but will not exceed 150 Euros for the 3 
games (including buggies)
In June, July and August we will be operating a series of Evening Twilight events at very 
reasonable prices. More details on this later
Full details of all the above are shown on our website www.hefflegolf.com

Membership is Free

Should you wish to join the Society the Entry is FREE.  All we ask is that once you confirm you 
are playing that you honour that commitment. We are often charged for any non attendance 
once booked.
It would be great to see some new members this year and we are sure you will not be 
disappointed with what we can offer you.
Interested?  Contact us on 07777 682038 or by e mail at admin@hefflegolf.com

Heffle Golf Update
By Jeff Brain

http://www.hefflegolf.com
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Over 80 Members of the Harbour W.I. met on 
a wet and windy January afternoon in the 
Sovereign Suite of the Sovereign Yacht Club for 
the first meeting of the year, when the speaker, 
Bill McNaught, gave a fascinating talk entitled 
‘Brunel – Three Generations - Father, Son and Grandson.’

Isambard Kingdom Brunel – the son – took his name from his English mother, Kingdom and 
his French father, Marc Brunel, who was the second son of a farmer and destined to become 
a priest. He had different ideas and joined the Navy! It was while serving 6 years on the Navy’s 
sailing ships that he invented a machine to manufacture the wooden blocks used on the 
ships and started the first mass production – this, in turn, led to him starting a sawmill on the 
banks of the Thames which needed a railway! – and so it went on. He built railways, tunnels 
and suspension bridges. He also made a machine to mass produce boots for the Duke of 
Wellington’s troops; and the Duke was heard to say that ‘The Boots Won the War!’ 

His son had received a good education and carried on with the inventions. He built and 
patented a ‘Tunnel Shield’ to protect workers tunnelling under the Thames from Rotherhithe 
to Limehouse; and after a spell in debtor’s prison when the sawmill went bankrupt, went on 
to build more bridges, railways and ships; the last one of which was the largest steam ship 
of the time, the SS. Great Eastern. The ship suffered a major explosion because of a design 
fault. This seriously affected Islamabad’s health and he died at the age of 53. His son Henry, 
who was 17 when Isambard died, followed in his footsteps and one of his designs was all 
the steelwork for London Bridge. What an interesting and productive family!… and a very 
interesting talk!    

WI Lunch Club

The Harbour W.I. Lunch Club went to The Cornfield Garage (Wetherspoon’s) on the 19th 
January and is having lunch in the Thai Marina restaurant in Sovereign Harbour on February 
24th. Uckfield Craft Fair is on March 2nd; and the East Sussex Federation ACM is on the 9th 
April. The Theatre Group are going to see Tommy Steele in ‘The Glen Miller Story’ on the 
11th February and ‘The Last Tango’ at the Congress in April -  and there is a weekend visit to 
Denman College also in April. The Craft Club meet every third Monday of the month in the 
Baptist Church in Pevensey Bay. On January 18th they met to discuss next year’s programme 
and also the schedule for the South of England Show at Ardingly. 

February Speaker - Harry Pope

Next month’s meeting is on the 8th February when the speaker will be Harry Pope, asking 
“What’s it Worth?”     

The Harbour W.I. has reached a maximum for the premises where it is held, but visitors are 
welcome by prior arrangement with Frances Harrap on 01323 472649. 

Harbour WI Update
By Judy Latter



The Royal Sovereign Bowls Club is a flat outdoor bowling club being the result of a merger 
in 2006 of the Princes Park Bowls Club and the Royal Parade and Redoubt Bowling Club. It 
takes its name from the Royal Sovereign Lighthouse which is out to sea near Eastbourne. 
The previous clubs both have a very long and proud tradition, the Redoubt men’s club 
being founded in 1909.

The bowls club is situated at the 
bowling greens in Princes Park, 
Eastbourne, and has twelve rinks 
on two greens. There is seating for 
non-bowlers and spectators around 
both of the greens. These greens are 
maintained to a very high standard 
by the club’s own greenkeeper, and 
are open daily from the end of April 
until the end of September each year.

New season starts soon; new 
members, whether new to the game 
or have played previously, are welcome.

Look out for more information in the April issue of Waterlines, or visit the club’s website.

Whatever you tell Runaway Helpline they’ll listen and offer support. Not judge or tell you 
what to do. It’s your call.

Runaway Helpline is there for those who are thinking about running away, have already run 
away, or  have been away and come back.  You can also contact them if you are worried that 
someone else is going to run away or if they are being treated badly or abused.

Runaway Helpline has been supporting young people for many years and is run by the UK 
charity Missing People.  Their staff and volunteers are trained professionals who want to help 
you through anything you are finding tough.  Watch the YouTube video to meet a few of the 
team.

You can call or text , for free, 24 hours a day. You can also email on 116000@runawayhelpline.
org.uk. It’s all confidential.  The number to call is 116 000.

For more information, visit the Runaway Helpline website.

Runaway Helpline
It’s Your Call

http://royal-sovereign.bowlsclub.info/
http://www.missingpeople.org.uk/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rDKX1liB9QM
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http://www.runawayhelpline.org.uk


The Rotary Club of Sovereign Harbour 
meets every Tuesday at 7:00pm for a 
buffet dinner in Seasons at the Sovereign 
Harbour Waterfront. 

Visitors and prospective new members are 
very welcome.

For more information visit the Rotary Club 
of Sovereign Harbour website.

Harbour Clubs and Groups
For more information on any of these groups, call the number given, 

or visit the ‘Harbour Clubs’ page of the SHRA website (www.shra.co.uk).

Rotary Club of Sovereign Harbour

Harbour Friends continues to meet every 
Wednesday evening at 7.30 at the Yacht Club. 

For the uninitiated, Harbour Friends is a social 
group of Harbour Residents, of all ages, both 
singles and couples, with the purpose of 
building friendships and generally enjoying 
life on our lovely harbour. 

Events are open to members only so why not 
join.  At only £15 per year this is a bargain. 

For further information please contact  Brenda 
on 01323 470114,

or visit:  www.harbourfriends.co.uk. 

Harbour Friends

The Sovereign Harbour Art Group meets in 
the Christ The King Church Hall, Princes Road 
on Thursdays 9:30am - 12:30pm. 

Learn to paint with acrylics, oils and pastels 
with an experienced art tutor in a friendly, 
relaxed and enjoyable environment.

Phone Angela on 07914-884378 

You might also like to visit the Art Group’s 
page of the SHRA website.

www.shra.co.uk/artgroup.html

Sovereign Harbour Art Group

The Maritime Volunteer Service (MVS) is 
a charity-run organisation which aims 
to promote seamanship and maritime 
engineering for the young and old alike 
through local units around the country. 

Training nights are held every Tuesday 
evening at 19:30 in the MVS unit hut. 

New members are always welcome.

For more information, visit: 
www.mvs-eastsussex.co.uk   
E-mail: eastsussexmvs@hotmail.co.uk
Tel: 07738-286373.

Maritime Volunteer Service

The Haven Church meets every Sunday 
Morning at 10am in the hall of the Haven 
School on Atlantic Drive.

All are welcome. We have a relaxed and 
informal style with a joined Church of 
England and Methodist heritage. There is a 
supervised crèche and groups for primary-
aged children.

We have other week-day activities for 
families and also for exploring the Christian 
faith.

Minister: Revd. John Brook - 01323-325989

For more information or to get in touch: 
www.thehavenchurch.org.uk 
john@thehavenchurch.org.uk

The Haven Church

The Sovereign Harbour Community 
Association Short Mat Bowls Group meets 
every Thursday, in term time, at the Haven 
School, Atlantic Drive, from 6:30pm -  9pm.
Players of all abilities welcome, including 
complete beginners.
For more information, visit: 
www.sh-ca.org 
e-mail: bowls@sh-ca.org

SHCA Short Mat Bowls Group

http://www.rotary-ribi.org/clubs/homepage.php?ClubID=2045
http://www.rotary-ribi.org/clubs/homepage.php?ClubID=2045
http://www.harbourfriends.co.uk.
http://www.shra.co.uk/artgroup.html
http://www.mvs-eastsussex.co.uk/
mailto:eastsussexmvs%40hotmail.co.uk?subject=
http://www.thehavenchurch.org.uk
mailto:john%40thehavenchurch.org.uk?subject=
http://www.sh-ca.org
mailto:bowls%40sh-ca.org?subject=


Harbour Clubs and Groups
For more information on any of these groups, call the number given, 

or visit the ‘Harbour Clubs’ page of the SHRA website (www.shra.co.uk).

Brushstrokes Artists
A friendly, informal group of local artists, with 
a range of abilities, working in various media, 
meeting on Wednesdays, from 1 to 4pm in 
St. Richard’s Church Hall, Etchingham Road, 
Langney, BN23 7AX. 

No tuition provided.

Drop in to join, or just for an informal chat, or 
e-mail  jivybarry@btinternet.com for more 
information

Sovereign Harbour Social Club
The Sovereign Harbour Social Club meets 
every Wednesday from 10:00am to 11:30am in 
the Simply Italian annexe at the Waterfront for 
coffee.  
Each month, there will be one outing or visit; 
lunch, theatre, places of interest.  
All are welcome.  For further details contact 
Betty Saunders 01323-479514, or visit the 
Sovereign Harbour Social Club website.

Harbour Women’s Institute

The Harbour branch of the W.I. meets on the 
second Monday of the month at 2:00pm in 
the Sovereign Harbour Yacht Club.

If you are interested in taking part, please 
contact Frances Harrap on: 01323-472649, 
or visit: www.shra.co.uk/wi

The Garden Bar Sunday football team, which 
plays its home games at Hampden Park, is 
current champion of the Lewes and District 
Premiership. 
If you would like to join this very successful 
local team, call in to the Garden Bar at the 
Sovereign Harbour Waterfront or e-mail: 
gardenbar@hotmail.co.uk

Garden Bar Golf Society
Garden Bar Football TeamThe Garden Bar Golf Society meets once a 

month for a day of golf at high quality courses.
Current members cover a wide range of 
abilities, with handicaps ranging from 6 to 28 
and, although the golf is important, the social 
aspects of the day are equally significant. 
For more information, call in to the Garden 
Bar at the Sovereign Harbour Waterfront, or 
e-mail: gardenbar@hotmail.co.uk.

The Sovereign Harbour Bridge Club meets 
every Tuesday and Thursday at the Sovereign 
Harbour Yacht Club at 1pm for 1:30pm start, 
finishing at 5pm
The club runs a host system and all levels are 
very welcome with or without a partner. 
For further information including bridge 
tuition and educational material, please visit 
www.sh-bc.info call Alan on 01323-645893 
or e-mail: info@sh-bc.info

Sovereign Harbour Bridge Club Strollers and Toners
Get fit, tone up, make friends, feel better

Meeting outside Seasons at the Waterfront, 
Thursdays at 9:30 - 10:30am.

Cost £2.50

Everyone is welcome and the sessions often 
run on with drinks on the harbour.

Please call Mari-Anne (fully qualified 
and insured) on 07748-678030. 
or visit Strollers and Toners on Facebook.

Sovereign Polyphony is an all female choir that 
perform in aid of the Eastbourne Blind Society.  

Membership of Sovereign Polyphony is 
auditioned, new members are welcome.

For more information, call 01323 470445 or 
email: sovereignpolyphony@uwclub.net

or visit: www.sovereignpolyphony.com

Sovereign Polyphony
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http://www.sovereignpolyphony.com


Harbour Clubs and Groups
For more information on any of these groups, call the number given, 

or visit the ‘Harbour Clubs’ page of the SHRA website (www.shra.co.uk).

Sovereign Harbour Yacht Club

New members welcome - boaters and 
non-boaters.  

Activities and events all year - live bands & 
disco’s, quiz, skittles & race nights, Sunday 
carvery etc.  Tue–Thur 5-11pm, Fri-Sat 12-
11pm & Sun 12.-6pm.  

Call in anytime, or contact the  membership 
secretary, Linda Hayler  on 01323 470888, 
or e-mail: membership@shyc.co.uk or visit: 
www.shyc.co.uk

Pevensey Bay Sailing Club

Friendly, family orientated  dinghy sailing 
and windsurf club, 10 minutes walk along 
the beach from the east end of the harbour. 
General sailing, training at all levels and 
regular club racing and regular social events. 

We welcome beginners and experienced 
sailors alike and we sail at the weekends 
and on Tuesday and Thursday evenings in 
the summer. Our clubhouse offers hot food 
and a bar at the weekends, often enjoyed by 
members using our sun terrace overlooking 
the stunning views over the bay and on 
towards Bexhill and Hastings. 

 Do come and have a look round the club 
at any time or contact the membership 
secretary Chris Clarke at: membership@pbsc.
eu or visit: www.pbsc.eu

Formed in the Heathfield area (hence the 
name) in 1993, now based at Sovereign 
Harbour. Aims to provide competitive 
golf in a friendly atmosphere with realistic 
handicapping and all year round venues. 
Contact: 07777 682 038
 Email: admin@hefflegolf.com
 Website: www.hefflegolf.com

Heffle Golf Society

Set up by Sovereign Harbour residents, the 
club now meets on the 2nd and 4th Monday 
of every month, 7- 9 pm, at the Eastbourne 
Fishermans Club, Royal Parade, BN22 7AA
Contact: Steve Lashley on 01323-478651.

Digital Camera Club

The Sovereign Harbour Photoclub UK meets 
on Monday evenings, from 7 to 8pm, over 
coffee, in the the Sovereign Harbour Yacht 
Club.
Prospective members of all abilities, from 
beginners to professionals are welcome.
The objective of the club is help members take 
better photographs with the camera they 
have, including smartphone cameras and, 
also, to increase the knowledge and ability of 
less experienced members through projects 
exhibitions, competitions and workshops, 
supported by talks and demonstrations by 
the more experienced members.
Young photographers will be especially 
welcome.
If you would be interested in taking part, 
please e-mail the secretary with your name 
and a daytime telephone number.

Sovereign Harbour Photoclub UK

Royal Sovereign Bowls Club

Situated at the bowling greens in Princes 
Park, There is seating for non-bowlers and 
spectators around both of the greens. 
Open daily from the end of April until the end 
of September each year.
New members, whether new to the game or 
have played previously, are welcome.
Visit the club’s website.
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