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Outstanding Support for Consultations



Completion of the Harbour Development

On 20th August, between 4:00pm and 
7:00pm,, about 500 residents turned up 
at the Sovereign Harbour Yacht Club to 
examine proposals, which had been put 
forward by Eastbourne Borough Council 
(EBC), with the support of the Sovereign 
Harbour Residents Association (SHRA), 
for the completion of  the harbour 
development.
The event was supported by Stephen 
Lloyd MP, the leaders of both EBC 
political groups, Cllrs David Tutt and 
David Elkin, senior EBC officers and 
members of the SHRA committee.
Having had the opportunity to view 
the proposals and have their questions 
answered, residents were asked to 
complete a feedback form to register 
their opinions; about 300 were returned, 
many jointly by couples.
Analysis of the feedback showed 
strong support for the proposals and, 
at a follow-up meeting of all interested 
parties it was agreed that EBC would 
now engage Carillion with the objective 
of ensuring that residents’ wishes are 
given due weight in any future planning 
applications.
Following the meeting, the following 
joint press release was issued.
A group of key stakeholders led by 
Eastbourne MP Stephen Lloyd have 
scrutinised the results of the recent 
Sovereign Harbour development 
consultation.

This latest initiative follows the return 
of 300 questionnaires from harbour 
residents and a consultation event in 
August when 500 people considered 
draft proposals for new community 
facilities.
Over 78% agreed that the top four 
facilities most needed are a community 
centre, public open space, children’s 
play grounds and business/employment 
space. The majority also agreed that 
homes would be acceptable but only 
if the community facilities would be 
guaranteed.
Stephen Lloyd said: “We all agree that 
community facilities must come first, 
second and third as we take the next 
step towards preparing a community 
masterplan for the harbour.  This 
understanding is fundamental to the 
process and must be the basis upon 
which any other development proposals 
are considered.”
Rick Runalls, Chairman of the Sovereign 
Harbour Residents Association, said:
“I was delighted with the excellent turn 
out at the August consultation event 
and the strength and consistency of 
residents’ feedback. The accord between 
the Council and SHRA is a cornerstone 
in this final stage of development of 
the Harbour and an essential element 
in balancing the needs of residents, the 
broader Eastbourne community and 
the land owners. There is cause for 
optimism that at long last Sovereign 



Harbour can become a truly sustainable 
community.”
Leader of Eastbourne Borough Council, 
Councillor David Tutt, said: 
“We have created a really positive 
momentum and significant community 
support for the draft proposals.  The 
agreed way forward is to provide new 
community facilities and a strict limit 
of no more than 150 new homes.  We 
are on the right course to deliver the 
essential services needed in the harbour 
area.” 
Conservative Group Leader, Councillor 
David Elkin, said: 
“We’ve been given an opportunity, 
perhaps a final opportunity, to make 
a really positive and long-lasting 
contribution to the future of the 
harbour.  Our progress is a cause for 
real optimism and thanks in large part 
to the excellent cross-party support and 
valuable contributions made by so many 
residents.”
The support for this event, and the 
feedback provided, has again reinforced 
the consistent message sent out by 
residents at other massive turn-outs 
at other public consultation events 
on  the harbour.  These have all made 
it abundantly clear that nothing less 
than the creation of a fully sustainable 
community at Sovereign Harbour will be 
acceptable.
There will be interesting times ahead 
but, for the first time, residents can 
move forward knowing that they have a 
common goal and have the full support 
of our MP and the Borough Council.  

Community Police Update   
by PC Ed Faulkner      

PC Ed Faulkner and PCSO Martin Hylands

In the last month we have had a spate 
of incidents which have highlighted the 
need for residents’ vigilance.  
Firstly we arrested two males who were 
offering to service residents vacuum 
cleaners, however this was an attempt 
to burgle people homes whilst they 
were distracted.  
The investigation into this matter 
continues, however please be very wary 
when businesses “cold call” you offering 
goods or services.  Secondly a resident 
received two expensive mobile phones 
through the post, and quickly after had 
a call, claiming to be the mobile phone 
company, saying they would come 
to pick them up.    This was another 
scam and the resident, realising this, 
contacted us.  
Criminals will be very crafty and use 
every opportunity to commit crimes, 
please contact us if you have any 
suspicions.  
Genuine tradesman will have no 
problems with you checking their 
identity thoroughly.



   0753 500 4647

www.sdcinteriors.co.uk

www.sdcinteriors.co.uk

Public consultation on proposals for 
Sovereign Harbour Retail Park closed 
at the end of August. Proposals include 
a state-of-the-art nine-screen cinema, 
additional shops and new restaurants. 
The public exhibition was a particular 
success. 428 visitors signed in, 211 
of which (49%) had heard about the 
exhibition through the Sovereign 
Harbour Residents Association (including 
the Waterlines newsletter).
A total of 240 feedback forms were 
received at the exhibition and online and 
89% of respondents agreed or strongly 
agreed with the first three questions on 
the form – ‘Do you think the proposed 
changes will benefit the area?’ ‘Do you 
think the proposed changes will create 
an attractive destination?’ and ‘Do you 
think the designs are appropriate for the 
location?’. 
Adam Birch from PRUPIM (who are 
delivering the £14 million project on 
behalf of The Prudential Assurance 
Company) said: “We were really pleased 
with the high levels of public support. 
Many of the local people we met at the 
exhibition and who responded via the 
consultation forms considered that our 
proposals would bring major benefits to 
the whole area, particularly in terms of 
delivering a scheme more appropriate to 
its location at the heart of the Sovereign 
Harbour community. The Council’s Core 
Strategy proposals identify Sovereign 
Harbour as part of a district centre, and 
we believe that the planned regeneration 
will make a real contribution to fulfilling 

that role. It was very exciting to see that 
the local community shares this vision.  
‘There were obviously also a number 
of points raised about specific details, 
and we’ve been looking at these very 
carefully since the consultation. We 
won’t be able to accommodate every 
suggestion, and we have to take retailer 
requirements and preferences very 
seriously if we want to attract the right 
occupiers, but wherever possible we’ve 
done our best to respond to comments 
made. For example, we spoke to a 
number of people from Daytona Quay 
who were concerned about the tree 
screening between the development 
and Daytona Quay and we’ve appointed 
a Tree specialist to identify the best 
approach to take.’
The proposed name change – to 
Sovereign Central – attracted a much 
more mixed response, with 34% of 
respondents agreeing or strongly 
agreeing, 46% disagreeing or strongly 
disagreeing and 20% ticking ‘No opinion’ 
or none of the options.
PRUPIM have noted the views expressed 
and decided that this matter requires 
separate consideration. Adam Birch from 
PRUPIM commented ‘We’re very pleased 
we raised this question now as it gives 
us plenty of time to review the options. 
Based on the response from the local 
community, we’ve decided to submit the 
Planning Application under the current 
name – Sovereign Harbour Retail Park – 
and we’ll continue to consider the matter 
post-planning.

Plans for Sovereign Harbour Retail Park Continues to Move Forward



RNLI Update
(by Bob Jeffery)

The summer seems to be ebbing 
away, the kids are back at school and 
thankfully we have had surprisingly few 
beach related callouts this year, and this 
despite an offshore wind which seems 
to have been blowing for much of the 
season. I’d like to think this has been 
due to my warning in the last issue of 
Waterlines but I suspect we have just 
been lucky. Despite the good news from 
the beach, Eastbourne RNLI lifeboats 
continue to be very busy – we have 
responded to a total of 107 callouts so 
far and there’s still another four months 
to go before the end of the year, sadly 
the trend continues to be mechanical 
failures of one sort or another.

In line with this decision the web site has 
been re-branded as Sovereign Harbour 
Retail Park and can now be accessed at 
www.SovereignHarbourRetailPark.
co.uk.
At the time of going to press, PRUPIM 
and their team are continuing to work 
on the final details with the intention of 
submitting the Planning Application in 
the near future.

We have taken delivery of our new 
inshore lifeboat, D-class no 744. The 
new boat was funded from a generous 
legacy from Miss Louise Hobbs, who 
passed away in 1999 at the grand age 
of 96, and will be named ‘Lawrence 
& Percy Hobbs’ in memory of her late 
father Laurence and brother Percy. 
Louise specifically requested that the 
legacy should go to Eastbourne so it 
has been held in trust until such time 
as the existing lifeboat fell due for 
replacement. Eastbourne’s outgoing 
D-class ILB, ‘Joan & Ted Wiseman 50’, 
was funded by Middlesex based couple 
Joan and Ted Wiseman, who wanted to 
mark their golden wedding anniversary 
in a special way. They donated funds for 
the lifeboat because Eastbourne held 
fond memories for them both. Joan & 
Ted Wiseman 50 went on service on 15 
August 2003 and has been launched on 
service 337 times, rescued 194 people 
and, using strict RNLI criteria, saved 
6 lives. Sadly Eastbourne’s shingle 
beaches and her constant use have 
taken its toll and she is now due for 
retirement to the relief fleet or possibly 
for crew training at RNLI headquarters 
in Poole. She has served Eastbourne 
well and will be missed by all the crew. 
Meanwhile, work on our new Tamar all 
weather lifeboat progresses on target. 
It has been confirmed that of the £2.7 
million build cost, £2million is already 
available from existing funds and 
legacies leaving a shortfall of £700,000.
We now have a presence on both 
Facebook and Twitter (RNLI Eastbourne) 
so residents can keep up to date with 
rescues as they happen.



The regatta was held over the bank 
holiday weekend and the ‘open’ day 
aboard the all-weather lifeboat proved 
to be an outstanding success with 
literarily hundreds of people taking the 
opportunity of looking in and around 
a modern lifeboat. Unfortunately 
proceedings had to be shortened on two 
of the days when the volunteer crew 
had to launch to emergency incidents 
at sea. 

Harbour WI
(by Judy Latter)

Windsor was the venue for the August 
Summer Outing for the ladies of the 
Harbour W.I. The day included a boat trip 
on the River Thames with a Ploughman’s 
Lunch – all very enjoyable, although the 
weather could have been a bit kinder.
It did brighten up later when they went 
sightseeing around the town and did a 
bit of shopping. But nothing could have 
spoilt the day, everyone was looking 
forward to a good day and that’s what 
they had!

There was no meeting in August but 
the September 12th meeting was well 
worth the wait. The Speaker was Joan 
Harding, a published author of poetry. 
She explained how she got involved with 
writing poetry from a background of 
very little education. She worked mostly 
in cleaning jobs until her retirement and 
then was encouraged to ‘do her own 
thing’ by her very supportive family. 
She did a Basic Adult Education Course 
and started to collect and read books. 
Something she’d never been encouraged 

to do as a child. Luckily her husband is a 
carpenter and was able to build her lots 
of bookshelves! He’s also learnt to cook 
as she is now out and about so much 
with her lecturing, speaking and recitals. 
She was a real inspiration to everyone 
with her enthusiasm and humour.

President, Gill Nokes, informed the 
ladies of future social events and outings 
for the winter months. Debenhams is 
holding a fashion show on October the 
21st with lunch at Cosmos for those who 
are interested. November 10th is Coffee 
at the Grand Hotel and December 9th is 
the Christmas Lunch at Cooden Beach 
Hotel. Harbour W.I. is also going to raffle 
a £250.00 Bursary to Denham College at 
the December Meeting, so lots to lighten 
the dark days ahead.

Harbour Craft Club met on September 
19th with Pat Chatterton showing them 
how to make very pretty ‘Beaded Angels’. 
All the Ladies are looking forward to 
showing them off on their trees at 
Christmas! They meet every 3rd Monday 
of the month in Pevensey Bay Baptist 
Church Hall at 2:00pm and next month 
they will be making Christmas Cards 
with Christine French.      

The Harbour W.I. meets every 2nd 
Monday of the month in the Sovereign 
Suite of the Sovereign Yacht Club at 
2:00pm. The speaker at the October 
10th Meeting will be Steve Roberts 
giving an amusing talk entitled ‘Tales 
of a Scotland Yard Detective’. It will be 
the 4th Birthday of the Harbour W.I. 
and they plan to celebrate with a special 
‘cream tea’. 
Membership for The Harbour W.I. has 
reached a maximum for the premises 
where it is held, but there is a waiting 
list for anybody who wishes to join in the 
future.
VISITORS ARE ALWAYS WELCOME
For further information please contact 
Frances Harrap on 01323 472649

Information is also available on the 
S.H.R.A. website: www.shra.co.uk/wi



Fully Qualified City and Guilds - 15 years experience
Tel: 01323-479082     Mob: 07909-791456     E-mail: rchrdwarner@aol.com

Property Checks and Key Holding
All Decking and External Painting

Painting and Gardening

No Job too small
Plumbing and Tiling

All Electrical Work Undertaken

Richard’s Property Maintenance

Jan Weeks, Alison Attwood and Rick Runalls

Sovereign Harbour is setting out  to 
make a big splash at the Eastbourne 
Carnival next year. 
As a first step, the ‘Sovereign 
Harbour Eastbourne Carnival Action 
Team’ (SHECAT) has just been 
launched.  Supported by Sovereign 
Harbour Residents Association, the 
Neighbourhood Panel and the Harbour 
Community Association, SHECAT’s 
ambition is to make Sovereign Harbour’s 
carnival entry a real community-based 
venture.
Rick Runalls, Chairman of Sovereign 
Harbour Residents Association, said: 
“We are delighted that the Eastbourne 

Carnival is being revived.  As the last 
carnival predates the harbour, this is a 
first for us and we are determined to 
give the event our full support.”
Neighbourhood Panel Chairman Jan 
Weeks said: “We hope many harbour-
based organisations, social groups and 
residents will join forces with SHECAT to 
make this happen – and have lots of fun 
along the way.”
Alison Attwood, who is co-ordinating 
the SHECAT project said: “We’re the 
new kids on the block and on a learning 
curve, so we’re looking for good people 
to get involved. If you’re handy with a 
hammer, nifty with a needle, proficient 
with a paintbrush or just enthusiastic 
and looking for fun, we want to hear 
from you.”
There has already been added interest 
from a number of harbour groups and 
businesses so, if you or a group to which 
you belong, is interested in joining the 
team should contact Alison on 07764-
677363 or email alison.attwood@
shecat.info 
The new project website, www.shecat.
info has more information and lists of 
skills and resources that will be needed, 
as well as regular progress reports.  If 
you want to get involved in raising the 
profile of Sovereign Harbour, contact 
Alison NOW!!



Harbour Clubs and Groups
For more information on any of these groups, call the number given, or visit the ‘Harbour Clubs’ page of the SHRA website (www.shra.co.uk).

Sovereign Harbour Art Group

Harbour Friends
Whether you are new to the Harbour or 
have lived here for some time, joining 
Harbour Friends is a great way to meet 
new people.  Harbour Friends is a social 
group for Harbour residents of all ages, 
whether single or a couple.  The group 
meets every Wednesday at 7:30pm in 
the first floor bar at the Yacht Club. 

If you are interested in joining, as long 
as you are a Harbour Resident, come 
along any Sunday evening and ask for 
one of the Harbour Friends committee.  
For more information visit our website 
at www.harbourfriends.co.uk. 
Or call either of our membership 
secretaries; Gilly on 01323-470366 or 
Brenda on 01323-470114

The Harbour Women’s Institute

The Harbour branch of the W.I. meets 
on the second Monday of the month at 
2:00pm in the Sovereign Harbour Yacht 
Club.
If you are interested in taking part, 
please contact Frances Harrap on: 
01323-472649.  
www.shra.co.uk/wi

Vet’s Football

The Vets Football Team has now been 
running successfully for over three 
years, but more players are welcome to 
join, from  the ages of 32 to 60, to play 
Sunday mornings on a casual basis.  

All abilities and fitness levels welcome. 
For more information, contact Frank: 
vetsfooty@hotmail.com 
www.shra.co.uk/vetsfootball.htm

Sovereign Singers

Sovereign Singers is an all female choir 
that performs in aid of the Eastbourne 
Blind Society.  New members are 
welcome.
For more information, call 01323 470445 
or email: musictime@uwclub.net

The Sovereign Harbour Art Group meets 
in the Christ The King Church Hall, 
Princes Road on Thursdays 9:30am - 
12:30pm. 
Learn to paint with acrylics, oils and 
pastels with an experienced art tutor 
in a friendly, relaxed and enjoyable 
environment.
Phone Angela on 07914-884378 or 
e-mail acrylicart@hotmail.co.uk
You might also like to visit the Art 
Group’s page of the SHRA website.
www.shra.co.uk/artgroup.htm

Garden Bar Golf Society

The Garden Bar Golf Society meets once 
a month for a day of golf at high quality 
courses.

Current members cover a wide range 
of abilities, with handicaps ranging 
from 6 to 28 and, although the golf 
is important, the social aspects of the 
day are equally significant. For more 
information, call in to the Garden Bar 
at the Sovereign Harbour Waterfront, or 
e-mail gardenbar@hotmail.co.uk.

Rotary Club of Sovereign Harbour

The Rotary Club of Sovereign Harbour 
meets every Tuesday at 7:00pm for a 
buffet dinner in the annex of Simply 
Italian on the Sovereign Harbour 
Waterfront. 
Visitors and prospective new members 
are very welcome
For more information visit: 
www.sovharbour.rotaryweb.org
e-mail: president@rotarysh.org.



Harbour Clubs and Groups
For more information on any of these groups, call the number given, or visit the ‘Harbour Clubs’ page of the SHRA website (www.shra.co.uk).

Sovereign Harbour  Yacht Club

New members welcome. You don’t need to 
own a boat - social members also welcome.  

Enjoy the friendly clubhouse, good food 
and  great fun. Open Tuesday-Thursday 
17:00-22:30, Friday-Saturday 12:00-
23:00 and Sundays 12:00-22:30. 

Call in anytime or contact Alison, 
membership secretary, on 479429 for 
more information

Strollers and Toners

Get fit, tone up, make friends, feel better
Mondays at 2:30 - 3:30pm. Cost £2.50
Thursdays at 9:15 - 10:15am 
Everyone is welcome and the sessions 
often run on with drinks on the harbour.
Please call Mari-Anne (fully qualified 
and insured) on 01323-479280. 
or visit: www.strollersandtoners.
co.uk

Sovereign Harbour Social Club

The Sovereign Harbour Social Club 
meets every Wednesday from 10:00am 
to 11:30am in the Simply Italian annex 
at the Waterfront for coffee.  
Each month, there will be one outing; 
lunch, theatre, places of interest.  
All are welcome.  For further details 
contact Sam Sweiry on 01323-479111.
www.harbourseniors.co.uk

Garden Bar Football Club

The Garden Bar Sunday football team, 
which plays its home games at Hampden 
Park, is current champion of the Lewes 
and District Premiership. If you would 
like to join this very successful local 
team, call in to the Garden Bar at the 
Sovereign Harbour Waterfront or e-mail 
gardenbar@hotmail.co.uk

The Haven Women’s Institute

The Haven WI meets at the Haven 
School, Atlantic Drive at 7.30pm on the 
first Monday of every month. If the first 
Monday is a Bank Holiday, the meeting 
will be held on the 2nd Monday. Contact 
Amanda Gorham, 07725-173194 
amanda.gorham@sky.com

To advertise your social 

club or group, or your local 

charity, on this page, e-mail:

waterlines@shra.co.uk

or leave a message on:

07770-621368

with full details of your 

organisation, and a contact 

number and e-mail address.

The Maritime Volunteer Service

The Maritime Volunteer Service (MVS) 
is a charity run organisation which aims 
to promote seamanship and maritime 
engineering for the young and old alike 
through local units around the country. 
Training nights are held every Tuesday 
evening at 19:30 in the MVS unit hut. 
New members are always welcome.
For more information, visit: 
www.mvs-eastsussex.co.uk   
E-mail: eastsussexmvs@hotmail.co.uk
Tel: 07738-286373.



Premier Marinas recently launched 
an important new forum specifically 
addressing the aspects of harbour safety 
associated with marina operation. 

This initiative has arisen to support 
compliance with a safety code and draws 
on the positive experience that Premier 
has had on Brighton Marina.

In 2000 the UK Government introduced 
the ‘Port Marine Safety Code’ (PMSC) as 
a national standard for every aspect of 
port marine safety and in support of this 
code a ‘Guide to Good Practice on Port 
Marine Operations’ (The Guide) was also 
put in place. In 2008 the Code and the 
Guide were updated to rationalise the 
content. A critical feature of the Code 
is that a formal Safety Management 
System (SMS) must be in place for the 
Harbour.
As is the case in any SMS the 
success of the system hinges on clear 
responsibilities and central to this is 
the required formation of a Harbour 
Authority, which carries the statutory 
duty to ensure that persons who may be 
affected by the business are not exposed 
to risks to their health and safety. 
Focussing on day-to-day responsibilities 
the Code is primarily intended for the 
‘Duty Holder’ and for most Harbour 
Authorities the responsibilities of the 
Duty Holder are fulfilled by members of 
a Harbour Board, who individually and 
collectively are directly accountable for 
marine safety in harbour waters. 

At Sovereign Harbour the Harbour 
Board comprises Janet Taylor (Harbour 
Master), Andy Garland (Regional 
Manager of Brighton and Sovereign 
Harbour Marinas) and John Cervenka 
(Premier Operations Director and Board 
Member).

On the 8th September Premier called 
an Inaugural Meeting to Introduce 
the Harbour Authority and Port 
Marine Safety Code. The invitation 

Launch of New Harbour Safety Forum (by Rick Runalls)
list was widely inclusive of harbour 
residents, marina users and associated 
organisations, those with business 
interests on or around the Harbour, 
emergency organisations, the Police 
and Eastbourne Borough Council. The 
purpose of the inaugural meeting was 
to:

• Introduce the Harbour Authority

• Introduce the officers under the PMSC

• Set out the arrangements whereby 
the Harbour Authority proposes to meet 
its statutory duties

The Premier team at the meeting 
comprised all members of the Harbour 
Board and Peter MacGregor, a risk 
management consultant who acts as 
Premier Marina’s Designated Person 
and audits the local safety plan.

The agenda for the meeting included 
a review of health and safety issues 
including accidents, near misses and the 
local emergency plan; environmental 
issues, which focussed on the oil spill 
contingency plan and sea defence works 
including beach feeding, breakwater 
monitoring and work on the locks.
Under AOB several topics of interest 
were discussed including completion 
of the promenade adjacent to the lock 
gates, introducing pontoons into the 
outer harbour to accommodate the 
new Tamar class lifeboat, which will 
arrive early in 2012, responsibility for 
maintenance of the life rings around 
harbour promenades, as well as hazards 
arising from the wreck off the Harbour 
entrance, mud in the tidal basin and 
from the rock breakwaters.
This inaugural meeting provided a 
useful introduction to Premier Marinas 
safety management process and an 
opportunity for raising issues with those 
responsible. 
The intention is that this forum will 
now continue as routine stakeholder 
meetings scheduled to follow meetings 



of the Harbour Board. The next of these 
will be held on 9 February 2012. 

We would urge anyone with a ‘marine 
safety’ concern, observation or 
suggestion to focus these through your 
appropriate spokes-group, whether it 
be SHRA, the Berth holders Association, 
Sovereign Harbour Yacht Club, the 
Waterfront Traders Association, etc, all of 
whom were invited by Premier Marinas. 
SHRA sees this new meeting as 
an important opportunity to bring 
diverse groups together in the interest 
of developing a broader Harbour 
community.

HCA Carpet Bowls

The Harbour Community Association 
(HCA) will be running a trial carpet 
bowls session at the Haven School on  
Thursday 20th October from 6:45pm to 
9:15pm, and thereafter, every Thursday 
at the same times.
Membership of the HCA is free to all 
harbour residents over the age of 18. 
To register, pick up a form from the 
Haven School on Friday evening; or you 
can down load a form from the SHRA 
website: www.shra.co.uk/hca or 
email: hca@shra.co.uk.

Forty Members of the ‘Friends’ recently 
enjoyed a hilarious night of quizzing with 
an accent on ‘fun’ rather than academic 
knowledge.  Even the names of the teams 
elicited laughter and rude remarks.
Another night well spent with a group of 
friends from around the harbour.
Many thanks to Dave Hawkins for devising 
such a devilishly devious set of questions 
which included a selection of sound 
tracks from television programmes. Well 
I said it wasn’t academic.
Forthcoming events include:
Not Quite Bingo - an elimination game
Game Show Night - based on many a TV 
show
Ten Pin Bowling
Christmas Meal
and there are even more events in the 
pipeline............
The group meets every week for a chat 
and drinks at the Yacht Club.  Please note 
that as from Wednesday 5th October, 
meetings will be held on Wednesdays 
at 7.30p.m. and NOT Sundays as 
previously. 
For those wishing to become even more 
involved, the group is presently looking 
for an Events Secretary. Could you 

Harbour Friends Update
(by Elaine de Bairacli Levy)

assist? 
For more information please contact 
Brenda on 01323 470114
For those new to the Harbour - these 
events are open to members of Harbour 
Friends only. Membership which is open 
to all harbour residents, is only £16 per 
person per year.  A bargain!

The “Sovereign Harbour Debating 
Society” has been formed with the 
objective of discussing current affairs 
and other subjects of interest, and to 
encourage members to use the society 
as a platform for public speaking.  
An initial meeting of interested parties 
has agreed that the first subject for 
debate should be “Do we need a 
debating society in Sovereign Harbour?”  
The launch of the society has been 
scheduled for Wednsday 12th October 
at 3:00pm in the Simply Italian annex 
at the Sovereign Harbour Waterfront.
If you are interested in joining 
this group, please e-mail: 
shdebatingsociety@gmail.com. 

Sovereign Harbour Debating Society



WRAS Unusual Quiz Night & Party

The East Sussex 
Wildlife Rescue 
Ambulance Service 
will be holding a 
fund raising Quiz 
Night and Party in 
Berwick Village Hall 
on Saturday 22nd 
October, from 
7:30pm until 
11:00pm. 

Tickets: £10 per person, from Checkers 
Barbers, 444 Seaside, Eastbourne, or 
£12.50 at the door.  (Includes free food, 
soup, chilli, bread etc. and free quiz 
entry for teams of two).
Berwick Hall is in Station Road, Berwick, 
near Arlington Reservoir and Polegate, 

Cormorants Relocated

Following the recent maintenance carried 
out on the bird pontoon at Sovereign 
Harbour, and by popular demand of the 
Sovereign Harbour Residents, Premier 
Marinas is pleased to announce that it 
has now relocated the pontoon into the 
North Harbour. 
It didn’t take long for our Cormorant 
population at Sovereign Harbour to 
relocate to the quieter waters in the 
North Harbour where they can bask in 
the sunshine.
A bonus of this relocation for Premier 
Marinas and their customers is that the 
pontoons and boats in the Inner Harbour 
are much cleaner and safer following the 
relocation of the pontoon. 
It has also assisted our larger boats 
when manoeuvring and turning to lock 
out.

The Sovereign Harbour Community 
Cookery Club has been suspended due 
to insufficient support; 
The club organiser, Sam Sweiry, hopes 
to revive the club at a later date.  For 
more details, or to register an interest, 
e-mail Sam at shcookeryclub@gmail.
com

Sovereign Harbour Cookery Club

and five minutes from Berwick Railway 
Station.
For more information, visit the SHRA 
website Events page www.shra.co.uk/
events.html.
For more information on the work of the 
WRAS, visit: www.wildlifeambulance.
org

Neighbourhood Panel Update
(by Jan Weeks)

The Sovereign Harbour Neighbourhood 
Panel met on 29th September.
The panel members were joined 
by;ward councillors, David Elkin, Philip 
Ede and Patrick Warner, neighbourhood 
police officers, Sgt Ed Ripley, PC Louis 
Thompson and PCSO Martin Hylands, 
RNLI Operation Manager, Paul Metcalf, 
Marina Manager, Janet Taylor, and 
enforcement officers from the Borough 
Council.
The panel discussed a disturbing 
increase in fly tipping and fly posting 
in the harbour area and measures that 
could be taken to nip this in the bud.
Police have asked that anybody who 
witnesses these anti-social activities 
should take note of the registration 
number of any vehicle involved and 
call the non-emergency contact centre 
0845 60 70 999.
CCTV recordings are being examined in 
an attempt to identify offenders.
For more information on Neighbourhood 
Panels, visit the Eastbourne 
Neighbourhood Panels website: 
www.eastbourne np.org



Medical Centre Makes Good Progress

Work on the Sovereign Harbour Medical 
Centre is making good progress.  The 
roof is substantially complete, most of 
the windows are in place and painting of 
the exterior rendering has been started.
Work is also progressing on the interior 
and it is looking very likely that the 
December issue of Waterlines will be 
reporting on the opening of the facility.

Beach Replenished for the Winter

By the time you read this, the dredger 
Sospan Dau will have discharged the 
final few loads of shingle to complete the 
replenishment of the beaches prior to 
the winter.
Provided that there are no major 
damaging storms during the coming 
months, it is unlikely that there will be 
any further activity, other than routine 
maintenance, until just before the spring 
tides.

Tollgate School will be holding a 
Fireworks Display on Friday 4th 
November to raise funds for the school.
The event will take place at the school 
in the evening. Please remember to 
dress for the cold.  Although the area is 
lit - torches are advisable as well.
Gates will open at 18:30pm and the 
display will take place at 19:00pm. There 
will be NO PARKING on the school site. 

You can now get SHRA news on your 
smart phone or other Internet enabled 
mobile device by visiting www.shra.
co.uk/mobnews.
To save download time, this page will 
contain only the past two weeks news 
and small graphics. 
Please try this facility and let us know if 
you find it useful; your feedback would 
be much appreciated. Please e-mail 
your comments to: webmaster@shra.
co.uk

Tolgate School Fireworks Display

Visitors are asked to park responsibly 
and respect the residents. Tickets will 
be on sale in advance at a cost of £4.50 
for Adults, £2.50 for Children and £10 
for a family of four. Tickets are available 
at the school, various local outlets or 
you can purchase your tickets online at: 
www.tollgatefireworks.co.uk
This will be a family friendly, alcohol-free 
event and, due to insurance restrictions 
and crowd safety, you are asked not 
to bring your own fireworks, not even 
sparklers. There will be a ‘Burger Van’ 
on site and hot and cold drinks will 
be on sale. There will be no alcoholic 
beverages available and you will not be 
allowed to take alcohol onto the site.

SHRA News on Your Mobile Device



The Dickens Fellowship

There is a lively 
branch of the Dickens 
Fellowship that meets 
in Bibendum Wine 
Bar, Grange Road, on 
the 2nd Monday of the 
month, September to 
May, from 7:00pm 
-9:00pm. 

Membership is not restricted - the only 
criterion being to have an interest in 
Charles Dickens, his works and his life.

Each year, a book is selected to read and 
discuss - this season the group will be 
exploring ‘A Tale of Two Cities’.

There are also visiting speakers, lectures, 
discussions and films. Each December 
there is a ‘Dickensian’ Christmas 
celebration and a Birthday Luncheon as 
well as other extra-curricular activities.

The speaker in September will be 
discussing ‘Dickensian Funerals and 
Beyond’ - should be food for thought 
there then!

For more information, contact Maggie on 
01323 471 615 or Anna on 01323 646 
659.

Finally, after many years and 
disappointments the Sovereign Harbour 
Medical Centre will be opening at the 
beginning of November. Not only will it 
offer your usual excellent G.P. services 
but also a number of other therapies 
including Osteopathy. This gives patients 
a unique opportunity, as the Osteopath 
will be working closely with their G.P. 
team.
Mr Michael Woodleigh Is joining the 
team at the medical centre as the on-
site Osteopath. Mr Woodleigh followed 
in his father’s footsteps qualifying 
from The British School of Osteopathy 
in London. Mr Woodleigh has been a 
practicing Osteopath for eight years and 
his father has thirty years in osteopathic 
practice. Michael holds a Bachelor of 
Science Honours degree in Osteopathy 
and is a fully registered member of the 
General Osteopathic Councils register 
of osteopaths, the British Osteopathic 
Association and an active member of 
the Waltham Forest Osteopathic Group. 
Michael works with his father at The 
Good Health Practice in Essex as well as 
his successful Langney Practice and at 
Hairport in Eastbourne town centre.
An Osteopath treats a wide variety of 
conditions such as low back pain, neck 
pain, headaches, migraines, joint and 
muscle pain and stiffness, rheumatic 
and arthritic pain, pregnancy related 
back pain, sports injury, sciatica, chronic 
injuries, tennis and golfers elbows, 
frozen shoulder, feet and ankle problems, 
wrist and hand problems, knee and hip 
complaints and cranial osteopathy for 
babies. Your G.P. can offer you a free 
Osteopathic assessment of your problem.
On a first visit patients are asked for 
a full history of their problem this is 
important to help make a diagnosis. 
Some items of clothing maybe removed 
or moved to properly assess to the 
problem area. Patient dignity is of course 
extremely important and if any patient 
has any religious or personal objection 
the osteopath can work differently. The 

Osteopath to Join Medical Practice patient is then given an examination 
including movement and posture. The 
osteopath will then give a diagnosis 
and treatment plan appropriate to 
the individual patient. Michael is 
always happy for patients to bring a 
partner, friend or family member to the 
treatment and ask any questions they 
may have.
Initially these extra therapies are 
planned to be part of the privately 
funded wing of the medical centre, 
helping pay its on-going running costs. 
Eventually if enough patients request 
the treatments to become part of the 
NHS wing of the practice, the new G.P. 
based commissioning will help you to 
get your treatments NHS funded.



Alternatively, go to www.shra.co.uk/join to join or 
renew using your credit card through 

Sovereign Harbour Residents Association
Membership Application/Renewal

 
Title:                  

First name: 

Last name:  

Address:

   Sovereign Harbour North / South  *delete as applicable

Postcode: BN23    5

Telephone:                                -

E-mail: 

  

I apply for membership of the Sovereign Harbour Residents Association and 
understand that the information supplied above will be stored on a computer 
system.  I also understand that this information will not be disclosed to, or 
shared with, any other person or organisation.

Signature:   

This form, with a cheque for  The Membership Secretary,
£10.00 per household,   Sovereign Harbour Residents Association
payable to ‘SHRA’,  PO Box 124,
should be sent to: Eastbourne,
 East Sussex,   BN24 9AW.

 For SHRA use only.

         
 Membership number: 



Come to our party and    
celebrate 65 Years of

AGE Concern Eastbourne is inviting Waterlines readers to its 65th birthday party 
this October and is offering you the chance to win £50 worth of Marks and 
Spencer vouchers.
A week of celebrations at the William and Patricia Venton Centre (Junction Road) 
will begin at 10am on Monday 10 October, with The Big Jazz band performing 
swing hits from the ’40s and ’50s, and complimentary teas, coffees and cupcakes 
from the Really Scrumptious Cake Co. MP Stephen Lloyd and Deputy Mayor Cllr 
Mike Thompson will cut the giant birthday cupcake.
To win the M&S vouchers, share your memories of 1946 by submitting written 
stories (300 to 1,000 words) and photos from that year. The winner will be 
awarded their prize at the party and their entry posted on the charity’s website. 
All the best submissions will be on show at the Centre.
There will be an arts and craft demonstration by ESK on Tuesday 11th October; 
Wednesday is World Celebration Day with Eastbourne Cultural Community 
Network; Thursday is ’40s and ’50s movie day; and a gardening talk by Hillier’s 
expert, Andy McIndoe is on Friday. 
Rounding off the week, AGE Concern will be at Banker’s Corner on 
Saturday 15th October with the Scout’s band, The King Fishers.
For more details phone 01323 638474.


