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SPD Brings Harbour Completion  Closer
Back in 2009, when Eastbourne Borough 
Council (EBC) published its Sustainable 
Neighbourhood Assessment, its vision for 
the Sovereign Harbour neighbourhood 
clearly didn’t meet residents’ aspirations 
for the completion of the harbour 
development.  The SHRA led a campaign 
to get the vision changed, and this was 
overwhelmingly supported by those who 
attended the public consultation event 
at the Haven School in November 2009.
However, when the Local Development 
Framework Core Strategy was published 
in January 2011, it was very clear that 
residents’ feedback had been totally 
ignored.  At a further Haven School 
consultation event, over 500 angry 
residents left council members and 
officers in no doubt that the strategy did 
not have their support.
Fortunately, this served as a loud wake-
up call to EBC which, to give it credit, 
acknowledged the strength of feeling 
expressed and engaged the SHRA to 
work with it to rethink the vision.
As a result of these talks, EBC revised its 
Core Strategy to base the development 
of the town around two sustainable 
centres; Sovereign Harbour and the 
Town Centre.  
It was proposed that the vision for 
Sovereign Harbour would be reinforced 
by the production of a Supplementary 
Planning Document (SPD), and a 
working group, chaired by Stephen 
Lloyd MP, should be formed to develop 
it.  The group members were the 

leaders of both EBC political groups, 
the Sovereign Ward councillors, the 
EBC Chief Executive, Senior Planning 
Officers and SHRA committee members.
The first draft of the SPD was presented 
to residents at the Yacht Club in August 
2011.  It acknowledged that, to finance 
the community facilities that residents 
had identified as being needed, it would 
be necessary to allow the building of 
up to 150 additional homes; this plan 
received overwhelming support.
The working group continued to develop 
and refine the SPD, and the final draft 
which was presented to residents at the 
Yacht Club in June 2012, reinforced the 
limit of a maximum of 150 additional 
homes, with options for their location.  
It also provided details of all the 
community facilities that would be 
secured in return, including:
•	 A community centre
•	 A “village square” at the Waterfront
•	 Parks, and other public open spaces
•	 A playing field
•	 Children’s play areas
•	 Joining up the harbour promenade
•	 A home for the fishing fleet
The single most important aspect of the 
Sovereign Harbour SPD is that, once 
approved by EBC and the Department 
for Communities, it will become an 
integral part of the Eastbourne Local 
Development Framework, the new 
Borough Plan to 2027. 



The strict limit in the SPD of no more 
than 150 additional homes in the 
neighbourhood, over the next fifteen 
years, will provide a high degree of 
protection against any future hostile, or 
inappropriate, planning applications.  If, 
however, it is not adopted, the current 
designation for residential development 
on five of the sites will remain in place, 
making an appeal against refusal of a 
planning application almost impossible 
to win.
The SPD is the result of well over a 
year’s work and the development 
team members, not having the luxury 
of taking parochial interests, had to 
base their decisions on what they 
considered to be the best interests of 
the community.  They also had to accept 
that the interests of the land owners, 
Sovereign Harbour Ltd (SHL), and the 
Government’s revised planning policies 
with regard to housing, had to be taken 
into consideration.
The team’s objective was to obtain  the 
maximum in community benefits, with a 
community centre as a priority, with the 
minimum impact on the community in 
general. This was done in the knowledge 
that the only way this could be funded 
was from the profits obtained from 
additional housing, and that this would 
require the cooperation of SHL.  
The community benefits proposed in the 
SPD are considerably greater than could 
reasonably be expected for 150 new 
homes, so it is important that those 150 
homes should generate the maximum 
profit for SHL.  Properties with a sea or 
marina view carry a price premium so 
it is, unfortunately, inevitable that Sites 
One and Eight will have to take a share 
of the additional housing.  However, 
what is proposed leaves a considerable 
amount of land on those sites available 
for public recreation.  Further, the public 
spaces created will be landscaped to a 
very high quality.
You should also be aware that the 
community centre proposed will be of an 
appropriate size for the neighbourhood 
and not, as opponents of the SPD would 

have you believe the same as the one in 
Regency Park.  The SPD also makes it 
clear that the community centre must be 
built and handed over before the start of 
any residential development.  
SHL has made it known that it is almost 
ready to publish its proposals for the 
completion of the harbour development 
and is preparing to submit a planning 
application that would cover all of the 
remaining development sites. Initial 
indications are that these plans appear 
to have been heavily influenced by the 
SPD.  
Significantly, for the first time ever, EBC 
members of both political groups, EBC 
planning officers and SHRA committee 
members have worked together towards 
a common goal.  This “joined-up” 
approach has considerably strengthened 
our position.
We have enormous sympathy for those 
who will be adversely affected by 
these proposals, but the future for our 
neighbourhood looks brighter than ever 
before.  We would, therefore, ask you 
to take a balanced view, and accept 
that what is proposed would produce 
absolutely the best outcome for the 
Sovereign Harbour neighbourhood, and 
give us your full support.  
The alternative is more years of conflict 
with no guarantee of success, and the 
almost certain loss of the much needed 
community infrastructure.  
Our work has been made much easier 
by the knowledge that we have your 
support.  It  is crucial that this should 
be maintained if the completion of the 
harbour development is to be successful.
But please be clear, no SPD could mean:
•	 No community centre
•	 No “village square” at the Waterfront
•	 No parks, and other public open spaces
•	 No playing field
•	 No children’s play areas
•	 No joining up the harbour promenade
•	 No home for the fishing fleet



Marina Maintenance

Premier Marinas has issued the following 
advanced warning of essential marina 
maintenance work.
North Bridge.  Every effort will be made 
to limit the inconvenience to pedestrians 
during the maintenance work on the 
North Bridge, it will be more of an 
inconvenience to Berth Holders as it 
will not be possible to lift the bridge 
on request. Notices will be displayed 
around the Marina closer to the start 
date detailing more accurate timings.
The programme for the North Bridge is to 
carry out some work on two rams on 30th 
October for 1 day only; this will involve 
the bridge remaining in the lowered 
position for most of the day allowing 
pedestrian access.  It is only expected 
that the bridge will be raised for an 
extended period (approx 1 hour) during 
the morning to lower two rams under one 
side and then later in the afternoon to 
allow two rams to be removed.
Further work will be carried out to the 
North Bridge rams from 12th November 

for approximately 12 days, again this will 
involve the bridge being raised during 
the morning of Monday 12th November 
for approx 1 hour to lower two rams into 
position. Once in position the bridge will 
be lowered to allow pedestrian access 
whilst the rams are connected.
Annual  lock maintenance will be from 
from 6th November for four weeks.  This 
year the lock closest the Marina Office 
will be drained of water to allow work to 
be carried out to the lock gate seals and 
pins.
No pedestrian access will be permitted 
over the locks on Tuesday 6th November 
for approximately 12 hours from 
07:30hrs to allow safe crane operations.
With both projects overlapping pedestrian 
access will not be restricted over the 
bridge or locks simultaneously. Signage 
will be provided to direct pedestrians 
via the alternative routes during these 
works.
For more information, contact Janet 
Taylor or Dave Needham on 01323-
470099



Residents Anger over Water Feature Developments

On 11th September, the Eastbourne 
Herald sent a reporter and photographer 
to meet residents angry about the 
proposed hand over to them of the 
massive South Harbour water feature 
by the developer, Persimmon Homes.  
The paper had asked for half a dozen 
locals to turn out for the photo, but 
such is the anger of residents that over 
40 attended, to leave The Herald in no 
doubt about the strength of feeling over 
the matter. The story appeared in the 
14th September issue.
Local residents associations are working 
together under the umbrella of the 
Water Feature Action Group (www.
waterfeature.eu) to resist the hand 
over until the feature is properly 
surveyed and tested, repaired and re-
coated. As a prelude to hand over, the 
developer is asking residents to sign up 
to a new Deed of Covenant. WFAG is 
recommending that all affected property 
owners seek legal advice before doing 
so, as the reason for the request has not 
been properly explained and the new 
Deed would become an important part 
of each property’s paperwork.
Contact WFAG by emailing: 
water.feature@btinternet.com.

This issue would seem to be yet another 
instance of an overambitious scheme, 
dreamt up by a developer to enhance 
property sales that has gone wrong.  
As has so often happened, the Borough 
Council attempted to ensure, through a 
s106 agreement, that it would incur no 
cost, and no ongoing responsibility.  
As so often too, the developer, realising 
that costs were out of control, arbitrarily 
attempted to vary the agreement in order 
to shift the liability onto residents. Sadly, 
despite being a party to the original 
agreement, the Borough Council has 
abdicated its responsibilities, abandoning 
residents to fend for themselves.
Purchasers of properties around the 
water feature were always aware that 
they would be liable for the ongoing 
maintenance of the water feature when 
construction was completed to the 
original specification.  They are, however, 
of the opinion that the developer has not 
yet fulfilled its responsibilities under the 
agreement and they, therefore, should 
not be expected to accept ownership.
The time has surely come for Eastbourne 
Borough Council to support residents by 
taking all steps necessary to ensure that 
the legal agreement is honoured, in full.



Harbour Residents March to “Save the DGH”

A large group of residents from 
Sovereign Harbour and Langney Point 
met on Saturday 15th September on 
the promenade outside the Waste Water 
Treatment Works to walk the extra mile 
for the Save the DGH campaign.
The event was organised jointly by 
the SHRA and the Sovereign Ward 
Councillors:  Cllrs Elkin and Jenkins 
joined residents on the march.
The group set off down the promenade to 
the Redoubt, picking up other walkers on 
the way.  At the Redoubt, they merged 
with thousands more local people for the 
march to the Western Lawns where a 
rally was held.
It was stressed that this was a campaign 
to keep core services at both the 

Eastbourne DGH and the Hastings 
Conquest hospitals and both campaigns 
would work closely together.
All of the speakers at the rally, which 
included MPs Stephen Lloyd and Norman 
Baker, urged those present to complete 
a standard letter to the Secretary of 
State for Health and post it to him to 
demonstrate their resolve to protect 
local health services.
There is every indication that a 
considerable number of letters were sent 
which, hopefully, will have caused enough 
extra work within the Department of 
Health to have sent a strong message to 
the Secretary of State.
To keep up-to-date with the latest issues, 
visit www.savethedgh.org.



Harbour WI 
(by Judy Latter)

The coach driver who took 46 Ladies 
from the Harbour W.I. to Goodwood 
Ladies Day on August 2nd was given the 
unenviable task of choosing his favourite 
hat! He chose a very pretty sage green 
fascinator worn by Pat Fontana. She 
was presented with a bottle of wine by 
President, Gill Nokes, who organised the 
trip. They all had a lovely time at the 
races. The weather was good enough for 
them to picnic and some ladies actually 
came away having made a profit!

Dr. Sheila Innes, the speaker at the 
10th September Meeting of the Harbour 
W.I., joined the BBC over 50 years 
ago on a salary of 4 guineas a week 
and a free Radio Times! She had the 
job of making all the ‘noises’ or sound 
effects on programs such as ‘Mrs. Dale’s 
Diary’. Nearly 27 years later she had 
become the Controller of Education for 
the World Service with over 40 million 
listeners a year. Her stories about her 
travels around the world made a very 
entertaining and interesting talk. The 
afternoon continued with the Minutes 
Secretary, Wendy Roberts, telling the 
Ladies about her experiences in her role 
as a volunteer [Games Maker] at the 
Olympic Games. She described these 
as ‘fantastic, amazing, inspiring and an 
opportunity she would not have missed’. 
Program Secretary, Jacquie Frost, who 

attended an athletics session in the 
Olympic Stadium at the Paralympic 
Games, also described the amazing and 
wonderful experience she had watching 
the athletics and visiting the Olympic 
Park.   
On the following Monday, the 17th 
September, the Craft Club met at 
Pevensey Bay Baptist Church. They 
were given a demonstration of flower 
arranging by Pam Britton and are being 
shown how to make beading Christmas 
tree baubles with Christine French at 
October’s meeting.  
19 Members of the Diner’s Club met 
for lunch the next day at the Langham 
Hotel. It was a beautiful, sunny day 
and they were able to sit on the terrace 
overlooking the sea before a delicious 
lunch. Then on the 24th September the 
4th Monday Club resumed their meetings 
in Simply Italian with a ‘Musical Quiz’ 
organised by Carole Kilby.  
The Ladies are looking forward to a 
Fashion Show in Debenhams on the 19th 
October, a Coffee Morning at the ‘Grand’ 
on the 8th November, and the Christmas 
Lunch has been booked at Cooden 
Beach Hotel for the 14th December. 
The Harbour W.I. is also hosting a carol 
service at St. Lukes Church, Stone Cross 
on the 7th December, so plenty to look 
forward to.
The Harbour W.I. meets every 2nd 
Monday of the month in the Sovereign 
Suite of the Sovereign Yacht Club at 
2pm. Next month the meeting will be 
held on the 8th October when it will be 
the 5th Birthday of the Harbour W.I. 
They are having a ‘Birthday Tea’ followed 
by speaker Pat Bryer giving a talk about 
Joyce Grenfell.  
The Harbour W.I. has reached a 
maximum for the premises where it is 
held, but visitors are welcome by prior 
arrangement with Frances Harrap on 
01323 472649. Unfortunately there will 
not be room for visitors at the ‘Birthday 
Meeting’ on the 8th October.
Information is also available on the 
S.H.R.A. website. www.shra.co.uk/wi



Community Police Update   
by PC Ed Faulkner      

PC Ed Faulkner      PCSO Martin Hylands 
07787-685813            07909-873787

We mentioned in the last edition that 
we were trying to identify the person 
responsible for the graffitti that has 
cropped up throughout the Harbour, and 
surrounding area.  We have still not, to 
date, found the culprit and the problem 
persists.  
We are still keen to catch the person 
responsible, and so any information that 
anyone has will be gratefully received.  
Moving onto other areas, we have had a 
reasonable summer from a crime point 
of view.  There have been several thefts 

from unattended motor vehicles 
and also some damage to vehicles too.  
These types of crimes are very difficult 
to solve, however we always get in touch 
with the victims to ensure every line of 
enquiry is exhausted.  
Finally, I am sure most have noticed 
the darker evenings, and that we are 
entering Autumn.  We say it every year, 
however, there are always some that fall 
victim to opportunist burglars.  
Please be mindful to leave a light on when 
not at home, ask friends or neighbours 
to keep an eye on your home when 
you’re not there, and report anything 
suspicious to us.

Like a good read?

Devil’s Chimney 
Debut novel by Tin Larrick

Based around Eastbourne and 
Sovereign Harbour

Download to your Kindle for 
just £0.99



Harbour Clubs and Groups
For more information on any of these groups, call the number given, or visit the ‘Harbour Clubs’ page of the SHRA website (www.shra.co.uk).

Sovereign Harbour Art Group

The Sovereign Harbour Art Group meets 
in the Christ The King Church Hall, Princes 
Road on Thursdays 9:30am - 12:30pm. 
Learn to paint with acrylics, oils and pastels 
with an experienced art tutor in a friendly, 
relaxed and enjoyable environment.
Phone Angela on 07914-884378 or e-mail 
acrylicart@hotmail.co.uk
You might also like to visit the Art Group’s 
page of the SHRA website.
www.shra.co.uk/artgroup.html

Rotary Club of Sovereign Harbour

The Rotary Club of Sovereign Harbour 
meets every Tuesday at 7:00pm for a buffet 
dinner in the annexe of Simply Italian on 
the Sovereign Harbour Waterfront. 
Visitors and prospective new members are 
very welcome.
For more information visit: 
www.sovharbour.rotaryweb.org
e-mail: president@rotarysh.org.

The Maritime Volunteer Service

The Maritime Volunteer Service (MVS) 
is a charity-run organisation which aims 
to promote seamanship and maritime 
engineering for the young and old alike 
through local units around the country. 
Training nights are held every Tuesday 
evening at 19:30 in the MVS unit hut. New 
members are always welcome.
For more information, visit: 
www.mvs-eastsussex.co.uk   
E-mail: eastsussexmvs@hotmail.co.uk
Tel: 07738-286373.

Brushstrokes Artists

A friendly, informal group of local artists, 
with a range of abilities, working in various 
media, meeting on Wednesdays, from 
1 to 4pm in St. Richard’s Church Hall, 
Etchingham Road, Langney, BN23 7AX. No 
tution provided.Drop in to join, or just for 
an informal chat, or e-mail marinaann@
hotmail.co.uk for more information

Harbour Friends

Harbour Friends continues to meet every 
Wednesday evening at 7.30 at the Yacht 
Club. 
For the unitiated, Harbour Friends is a 
social group of Harbour Residents, of 
all ages, both singles and couples, with 
the purpose of building friendships and 
generally enjoying life on our lovely 
harbour. 
Events are open to members only so why 
not join.  At only £14 per year (27p per 
week!) this is a bargain. 
For further information please contact 
either Brenda on 01323 470114 or Gilly on 
01323 470366’ 
or visit:  www.harbourfriends.co.uk. 

Vets Football

The Vets Football Team has now been 
running successfully for almost six years.  
Membership is now, unfortunately, fully 
subscribed, and there is a full waiting list. 

For more information, and for updates 
to the membership situation, visit: 
www.shra.co.uk/vetsfootball.htm

Garden Bar Golf Society

The Garden Bar Golf Society meets once 
a month for a day of golf at high quality 
courses.
Current members cover a wide range of 
abilities, with handicaps ranging from 6 
to 28 and, although the golf is important, 
the social aspects of the day are equally 
significant. For more information, call in to 
the Garden Bar at the Sovereign Harbour 
Waterfront, or e-mail gardenbar@
hotmail.co.uk.

Strollers and Toners

Get fit, tone up, make friends, feel better
Meeting outside Bright Ideas at the Waterfront, 
Thursdays at 9:30 - 10:30am Cost £2.50
Everyone is welcome and the sessions 
often run on with drinks on the harbour.
Please call Mari-Anne (fully qualified 
and insured) on 07748-678030. 
or visit: www.strollersandtoners.co.uk

Sovereign Singers

Sovereign Singers is an all female choir 
that performs in aid of the Eastbourne 
Blind Society.  New members are welcome.
For more information, call 01323 470445 
or email: 
sovereignpolyphony@uwclub.net
or visit:
sovereignpolyphony.com

Sovereign Harbour Social Club
The Sovereign Harbour Social Club meets 
every Wednesday from 10:00am to 
11:30am in the Simply Italian annexe at 
the Waterfront for coffee.  
Each month, there will be one outing or 
visit; lunch, theatre, places of interest.  
All are welcome.  For further details 
contact Sam Sweiry on 01323-479111.
www.harbourseniors.co.uk

Garden Bar Football Club
The Garden Bar Sunday football team, 
which plays its home games at Hampden 
Park, is current champion of the Lewes 
and District Premiership. 
If you would like to join this very successful 
local team, call in to the Garden Bar at the 
Sovereign Harbour Waterfront or e-mail 
gardenbar@hotmail.co.uk

Sovereign Harbour  Yacht Club

New members welcome. You don’t need 
to own a boat - social members also wel-
come.  
Enjoy the friendly clubhouse, good food 
and  great fun. Open Tuesday-Thursday 
17:00-22:30, Friday-Saturday 12:00-
23:00 and Sundays 12:00-18:00. 
Call in anytime, or contact the mem-
bership secretary, Lorna Hooper, at:  
membership@shyc.co.uk

The Harbour Women’s Institute
The Harbour branch of the W.I. meets 
on the second Monday of the month at 
2:00pm in the Sovereign Harbour Yacht 
Club.
If you are interested in taking part, 
please contact Frances Harrap on: 01323-
472649.  
www.shra.co.uk/wi

The Sovereign Harbour Bridge Club 
meets every Tuesday and Thursday at the 
Sovereign Harbour Yacht Club at 1pm for 
1:30pm start, finishing at 5pm 
The club runs a host system and all 
levels are very welcome with or without a 
partner. 
For further information including bridge 
tuition and educational material, please 
visit www.sh-bc.info, or call Alan on 
01323-645893.

Sovereign Harbour  Bridge Club

The Haven Church

The Haven Church meets every Sunday 
Morning at 10am in the hall of the Haven 
School on Atlantic Drive.
All are welcome. We have a relaxed and 
informal style with a joined Church of 
England and Methodist heritage. There is a 
supervised crèche and groups for primary-
aged children.
We have other week-day activities for 
families and also for exploring the Christian 
faith.
Minister: Revd. John Brook
For more information or to get in touch:
www.thehavenchurch.org.uk 
john@thehavenchurch.org.uk 
01323-325989 
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RNLI Update
by Bob Jeffery

Compared with recent years, this 
summer has been relatively quiet for 
Eastbourne lifeboats. The inshore 
lifeboat (ILB) has launched 52 times 
and the all-weather lifeboat (ALB) 30. 
Despite the downturn in numbers 
compared with recent years, we remain 
the busiest Sussex station and still 
amongst the busiest nationwide. No 
official information is available but the 
miserable wet early summer weather 
and the general economic climate must 
inevitably have been factors. 
The beaches were noticeably quieter 
in the early part of summer and 
consequently less people were getting 
into trouble and requiring the help of 
the ILB. Many people are struggling 
to justify boat ownership and it’s often 
a luxury that is one of the first to go 
when times are hard. Our observation 
this year is that some less experienced 
sailors are trying to sell their boats, are 
not leaving harbour and thus not getting 
into difficulties out at sea.
A lot of our callouts, particularly those 
requiring the launch of the inshore 
lifeboat, are initiated by vigilant 
observers onshore dialling 999 and 
notifying Dover coastguard when they 
spot what appears to be someone in 
difficulties. Their selfless actions have 
undoubtedly saved many lives over the 
years and are to be applauded. 
Sometimes however what appears 
desperate from the beach turns out to be 

less dramatic at close quarters. Recently 
both Hastings and our own ILB was 
launched when a person on the beach 
at Bexhill spotted what was thought 
to be two swimmers, one of whom 
looked in difficulties and was shouting 
and waving for assistance.   When the 
volunteer lifeboat crews arrived on 
scene they found an experienced open 
water swimmer who had encountered 
a playful seal and was so thrilled with 
the experience that he couldn’t help but 
shout out with sheer excitement! 
Over the August bank holiday weekend 
we held our annual ‘open boat’ at 
the Waterfront. Hundreds of people 
queued, sometimes in the pouring rain, 
to receive a conducted tour of our new 
boat “Diamond Jubilee”. Supported by 
our fundraising and sea safety team the 
event was deemed a huge success.       
Finally, our previous lifeboat ‘The Royal 
Thames’ is now on station at her new 
home.  Following the installation of two 
new engines and some suitable sign 
writing, she was taken to Oban in the 
NW of Scotland by transporter and then 
lowered gently into the water. 

There she was met by our Coxswain 
Mark Sawyer, our mechanic Dan Guy 
and the new crew from Leverburgh on 
the Isle of Harris. In company with the 
relief Mersey class lifeboat ‘Lifetime 
Care’ and many local vessels she was 
escorted to the brand new lifeboat 
station at Leverburgh where she made 
an historic and emotional entrance to 
take up her new role as the station 
lifeboat where she will continue to help 
save lives at sea, hopefully for many 
years to come.      



Ross & Co, Chartered Surveyors, have 
teamed up with Stephen Rimmer LLP 
Solicitors to deliver free advice to flat 
owners on any matters relating to the 
management of residential blocks of 
flats or extending the lease on a flat.
The free property advice surgery will 
be held at the Sovereign Harbour Yacht 
Club on the evening of Thursday 18th 
October and is open to anyone seeking 

advice on these subjects. For further 
details and to book a private 20 minute 
appointment between 5.30pm and 8pm 
on 18th October, call Ross & Co on 01323 
642426.  Places are limited, 
Two Directors from Ross & Co, MD Anton 
Bree FRICS and Scott Lynch, will be 
joined by Guy Bessant MRICS, Valuation 
Surveyor, and Leta Kerin and Mark 
Poulton, two Partners of Stephen Rimmer 
LLP Solicitors, to offer professional 
advice.  
“Flat owners are often confused by the 
paperwork that has to be issued by 
Managing Agents. Guidance is available 
from the ARMA and RICS websites, but 
a personal explanation is often simpler. 
Ross & Co Property Management are 
keen to ‘break down barriers’ between 
the parties and help leaseholders 
understand the lease terms and legal 
obligations imposed by legislation”, said 
Anton Bree, MD Ross & Co.
This is the first of a planned series of 
local property advice surgeries. 
Details will be available shortly at: 
www.rossandco.co.uk

Free Property Advice Surgery
at Sovereign Harbour Yacht Club



Asda Big Litter Pick

A team of volunteers from ASDA, led 
by “Community Colleague”, Theresa 
Parkinson, spent the morning of  11th 
September picking up litter from the 
verge of Pevensey Bay Road adjacent to 
the Sovereign Harbour Retail Park.
Fifteen bags of rubbish were collected, 
plus one shopping trolley full of larger 
items (child’s bath, paddling pool etc).
This was as part of the “Asda Big Litter 
Pick”, a national event taking part over a 
two week period.  If successful, it could 
become an annual event.
Theresa said she would like to thank 
Eastbourne Borough Council for its quick 
response to removing the rubbish.

A Cat’s Tale

When Casper the cat went missing, and 
his owners, Rob and Zoe, couldn’t find 
him, they posted notices locally, asking 
residents to keep an eye open for him 
and check their garages and sheds.  
When, after eight days, he hadn’t been 
found, they were beginning to fear the 
worst.
However, on the morning of 11th 
September, somebody walking past 
Martello Tower 66, heard a plaintive cry, 
and looked up to see Casper at the top 
of the tower.  He phoned Zoe, who was 
about to get on a train for work.  She came 
back and, having located the key-holder, 
rescued Casper who, apart from being a 
little dehydrated, was in good shape.
Rob and Zoe would like to mention the 
lovely community spirit they experienced 
whilst Casper was missing, and thank 
everyone who helped look for him.

Voices - A Community Choir

VOICES is a community choir with a 
difference. Modelled on the Choir That 
Rocks and Military Wives choir, this is a 
rocking, swinging, choir for all.

Thursday nights see the choir meeting at 
The Pevensey Bay Baptist Church 7:00 
to 9:00pm.  And, the newest choir meets 
on a Wednesday night at The Albany 
Lions Hotel, Grand Parade, Eastbourne, 
so Sovereign Harbour residents have the 
choice of two choirs, in either direction!

There are no auditions, no experience 
necessary, and no need to read music...
this is a real FUN gathering. 

There are concerts in the summer and at 
Christmas, with profits going to charities 
nominated by the choir members. Each 
session is just £5.

The choir director is Diana Terry, a singer 
and actress with West End and touring 
theatre experience, plus numerous film, 
TV and radio appearances.

Diana can be contacted on 01323 766994 
or email voiceschoir@hotmail.com



Harbour Friends Update
(by Elaine de Bairacli Levy)

A rare glimpse into the workings of the 
backstage areas of the Hippodrome 
Theatre was recently enjoyed by a group 
of Harbour friends. 
The group was ably guided by Tony 
Wallace, who is a Volunteer and James 
Luff, the Stage Manager through the 
history and workings of the theatre from 
1883 to the present day. 
Ever wondered how the performances 
change scenes so quickly? This is down 
to the skill of the Stage Manager, who 
effortlessly shifts huge backdrops into 
place, not by digital means but by 
physical effort and expertise. How does 
the spotlight so nimbly follow the artists 
around the stage? All these questions 
and more were answered by Hippodrome 
staff who clearly love their theatre and 
are rightly proud of its history and 
tradition
From backstage, dressing rooms, 
lighting and sound areas, all had a story 

to tell. Many very famous names have 
performed in the lovely old theatre.
Gracie Fields, Flanagan and Allen, 
Tommy Trinder, Hyda Baker, Harry 
Secombe, even Noel Edmunds  to name 
just a few.
In the 1800’s the Prince of Wales, often 
took the air at Eastbourne and never left 
without a visit to see a performance.
Over the years the theatre has had its 
ups and downs including bomb damage 
during the war, but it still retains most of 
its original features.
Sadly, this beautiful old theatre is often 
overlooked by the public; in fact many 
Eastbourne residents are not even aware 
of its presence along Seaside Road. We 
can firmly say it is worth a visit.
On the strength of such a successful 
visit, Harbour Friends organised a visit 
to this year’s variety show on September 
11th. A splendid evening was had by all 
and thoroughly recommended. A good 
evening’s entertainment.
Why not join Harbour Friends?



The Met Comes to Sovereign Harbour 

This autumn, Cineworld will begin 
live transmissions from New York’s 
Metropolitan Opera (The Met).  

The High-Definition transmissions will 
start with Donizettis L’Elisir d’Amore 
followed by Aida, La Clemeza di Tito, 
Les Troyens and Un Ballo in Maschera.   
on 13th October at 5.55pm, not on 23rd 
October at reported in the August issue 
of Waterlines.  For more information, 
visit:

www.cineworld.co.uk/films/event/
metopera

More information is now available about 
our very own nature reserve – Beachy 
Head East which includes the Sovereign 
Harbour Beach.  
The Wildlifetrusts have published a 
leaflet www.wildlifetrusts.org/MCZ/
beachy-head-east which, as well 
providing information about the MCZ, 
also encourages you to get involved in a 
campaign to ensure that the local MCZ 
is supported by the government. 
The Wildlife Trusts leaflet describes 
the features of Beachy Head East in 
following way:  
This area is characterised by Sovereign 
Shoals, an extensive wildlife-rich 
sandstone reef with outcrops of chalk. 
Marine life includes a variety of sponges, 
anemones, sea squirts, erect bryozoans 
and starfish. Soft corals colonise the 
underside of slab surfaces together with 
tube worms.
Animal ‘reefs’, known as biogenic reefs, 
are made out of consolidated tubes of 
ross worms or mussels. Possibly one of 
the best regional examples of mussel 

Become a Friend of the Beachy 
Head Marine Conservation Zone

beds is found here. These structures 
provide homes for a diversity of marine 
life which would otherwise not be 
present on the seafloor. 
Fish include short-snouted seahorses, 
cuckoo wrasse and large numbers of 
bib and poor cod. This is one of the 
most important nursery areas within 
0.25nm of shore for plaice and Dover 
sole. Black-headed gulls, black-legged 
kittiwakes and common terns all come 
here to feed. 
For those more technically minded, a 
more detailed survey which includes 
details of the different types of marine 
habitat and the rare and interesting 
species which can be found there can 
be downloaded from the Balanced Seas 
website -  www.balancedseas.co.uk/
gallery/download/1038.pdf. 

Singles as well as couples are more than 
welcome to join the group which meets 
every Wednesday evening at the Yacht 
Club. Membership is only £14 per year.
For more information contact:
Jilly Smith on 01323 470366 or Brenda 
Newland on 01323 470114



5Km Sponsored Walk Around
Sovereign Harbour Marina

In Support of
Guide Dogs for the Blind

and other Rotary Charities

Sunday 22nd April 2012
at Midday

Starting and finishing at the
Sovereign Harbour Waterfront

For more information:
www.harbourwalk.info
info@harbourwalk.info

You, and your dog, are invited to join Guide 
Dog owners, and their dogs, together with 
Stephen Lloyd MP and the Worshipful Mayor of 
Eastbourne, Cllr Carolyn Heaps, in a leisurely 
stroll around the marina, finishing just in time 
for a well-deserved lunch at the Waterfront.
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