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Happy Birthday Harbour Friends - Many happy Returns

Its hard to believe that it is almost 
three years since Bev Adams contacted  
Waterlines to tell us of her idea for a 
harbour social group.  

Back then, Bev, new to the harbour and 
recently divorced, was looking to make 
new friends and restore her social life.  
She had managed to attract a small 
group of like-minded people but, because 
of the lack of social infrastructure on 
the harbour, was having great difficulty 
in spreading the word.  Even more 
frustrating was that a considerable 
number of potential members saw the 
group as a ‘singles club’ and were put off 
by it.  Bev was looking for a platform to 
spread her message and put the record 
straight.  She saw Waterlines as that 
platform, and we, of course, were happy 
to provide the facility.

Bev called her group ‘Harbour Friends’ 
and, after the first Waterlines article, a 
number of residents contacted her and 
the journey began.  From that small start, 
Bev and her committee worked tirelessly 
to grow the group and it now, incredibly, 
has over 250 members. On Sunday 24th 
February, about sixty people celebrated 
the third birthday of ‘Harbour Friends at 
a party held at the Sovereign Harbour 
Yacht Club.

The rapid growth of the group’s 
membership was itself a serious 
problem.  Finding a venue to meet was 
difficult and/or expensive.  Fortunately, 
Bev was able to come to an agreement 
with the Yacht Club, and Harbour Friends 
now meets there every Sunday evening.  
However, that is just the tip of the 
iceberg; Harbour Friends has spawned 
a number of ‘special interest’ sub groups 
that meet throughout the month.

Harbour Friends has its own website 
www.harbourfriends.co.uk which is well 
worth a visit.  There you will find lots 
of information about past present and 
future activities.  Details of meeting 
dates and times can be found on the 
‘Clubs and Groups’ page of this issue.

Bev told Waterlines: “Harbour Friends 
is the social group for all residents of 
the harbour.  There is absolutely no 
reason for anybody on the harbour to be 
lonely.”

Harbour Friends has become a symbol of 
the community spirit that has developed 
in the harbour, and is a credit to Bev 
and all of those who have worked with 
her.  We are very proud that Waterlines 
has, in some small way, contributed to 
its success.  



In the February issue of Waterlines, we 
asked for sightings of Lucky the cat, 
who was known to roam far and wide 
across the harbour.  It appears that his 
territory is even more extensive than we 
thought.  Lucky, it would appear, is one 
of the harbour’s best known, and best 
liked, residents.

Lucky is a frequent visitor to the 
Waterfront and the Sovereign Retail 
Park, having been seen in a number of 
the shops, and it seems he might be 
a film buff as he is well known at the 
cinema.  He also visits both levels of the 
Waterfront, he shops in Bright ideas, 
sleeps in the Bright Ideas shoe shop and 
has his hair done at Topknots.

What a Lucky cat

Community Police update (by PC Ed 
Faulkner)

I am writing this article in a very positive 
mood following the excellent public 
meeting setting up the Neighbourhood 
Panel.  (See below)  

Elsewhere on the harbour we are 
currently in the midst of Operation 
Bouyant.  This is an operation purely for 
the harbour concentrating on speeding 
problems and increased hi-visibility 
patrol.  The plan is for as many hours to 
be put into the area as necessary to hit 
the message home that the harbour is a 
safe place to be.  

Interestingly, the results of the speeding 
exercise has shown that it is the older 
generation that are the worst culprits, 
everyone stopped so far for being over 
the limit has been over the age of forty.   

This effort will continue into the future 
as we try to deliver our promises to keep 
the sovereign area safe.

Neighbourhood Panel (by PC Ed 
Faulkner)

Firstly, and most importantly, I want 
to thank everyone who attended the 
meeting on 28th February; it was very 
positive and a very forward thinking 
discussion.   Also thanks to Rick Runalls 
of the SHRA, and local Borough and 
County Councillors for their balanced 
advice and support.  

The residents present, following a 
detailed discussion, agreed that a 
neighbourhood panel would be formed.  
The guiding principle of the panel is 
that it allows residents to hold Police, 
Councillors, council services, and other 
key partners to account over issues that 
are present.  Additionally funding may 
be located to tackle specific problems, 
and it will have influence to summon 
people to the table to task them with 
specific responsibilities.  

It has always been said that any panel 
would seek to compliment the good work 
that the SHRA are currently doing and 
not seek to undermine it, additionally 
because of the role a panel would play 
it would not be permitted to have any 

party political influence at all, and local 
councillors would be there only to act as 
“gateways” to council departments.  

As panels are still quite a new initiative, 
the Harbour will be one of the first 
neighbourhoods in Sussex to participate 
in this exciting initiative.  To a large 
extent, this will allow us to write our 
own rules, that will meet the unique 
challenges presented by the harbour’s 
demographics.

So far ten people have expressed an 
interest to serve on the panel, and if 
anyone else would like to get involved 
then I would be very pleased to hear 
from them.  I am also happy to explain 
the panel’s role in more detail if anyone 
has any questions.  

I can be contacted by e-mail on 
ed.faulkner@sussex.pnn.police.uk, or 
by telephone on 0845 60 70 999 using 
extension 19768.



The photograph on the previous page 
was taken on the outer harbour, where 
he gate-crashed a coffee morning.  Gate-
crashing seems to be one of his favourite 
occupations; he arrived, uninvited, at a 
‘Candle Party’ in Antigua Close.  He also 
slipped through the net for an impromptu 
sleep-over in Galveston Close, only being 
discovered when he came down for 
breakfast in the morning.  He has also 
turned up in a garden in Pacific Heights 
on the North Harbour.

Our information is that Lucky is a regular 
attendee of the Haven School but, on 
pleasant days, bunks off and can be 
found sun bathing in a Daytona Quay 
garden, or strolling amongst the outdoor 
customers at the Waterfront restaurants.  
Children take note, don’t follow Lucky’s 
example!

Lucky is such an engaging little chap 
that wherever he goes everybody who 
meets him seems to fall in love with 
him, causing several of you to express 
concerns for his safety.   Don’t be too 
concerned, so many people seem to 
know him that somebody always calls 
his ‘dad’ and Lucky is chauffeur driven 
back home.

Eastbourne Seniors Forum

If you are over fifty, you will be very 
welcome at the launch of the Eastbourne 
Seniors Forum (ESF) which will take 
place at the Congress Suite (next to the 
Congress Theatre) on Monday 14th April, 
2008, starting at 4:00pm. (Doors open 
at 3:30pm).  The event will conclude at 
6:00pm

Membership of ESF, which is free, is your 
opportunity to share your views and 
concerns and become part of a  strong 

independent collective voice that will 
influence decisions that will affect you in 
Eastbourne and improve the quality of life 
experienced by Eastbourne residents

ESF will enable local people to have a 
voice and be involved in local matters, 
and through membership of the East 
Sussex Seniors Association, influence 
county wide decisions

ESF will be  democratic, non-profit 
making, non-sectarian and non-
affiliated

Why not join now?   For more information, 
or to request an application form, please 
contact us at:

Eastbourne Seniors’ Forum
PO BOX 124
Eastbourne
East Sussex  BN24 9AW

E-mail: members@esf-online.org

Tel: 07527-034667

or visit: www.esf-online.org

Outer harbour peninsula

For some time, the condition of the outer 
harbour peninsula, which has been used 
as a storage area by the local fishermen, 
has been a cause of concern.

This area has now been purchased by 
Premier Marinas and work has, at last, 
started on clearing the rubbish and 
generally tidying-up the area.

In a letter to a resident, the Marina 
Manager has said that the work should 
be completed by the end of March.  This 
is very good news and we’re sure that all 
you who overlook the area will be very 
pleased.  At present, Premier has no 
firm plans for the further development 
of the site



Social Clubs and Groups
For more information on any of these groups, call the number given, or vist the 

‘Social Activities’ page of the SHRA website (www.shra.co.uk).
Sovereign Harbour Art Group

The Sovereign Harbour Art Group meets 
in the Yacht Club on Tuesdays from 
5:00pm to 8:00pm, and on Thursdays 
from 9:30am to 12:30pm. 

Learn to paint with Acrylics, Oils and 
Pastels with an Experienced Art Tutor 
in a friendly, relaxed and enjoyable 
environment.

Phone Angela on 07914-884378 or e-
mail acrylic.art@amserve.com

Sovereign Harbour Investors Club

The Sovereign Harbour Investors Club 
meets on the last Tuesday of each 
month at the Sovereign Harbour Yacht 
Club, starting at 7:00pm.  Membership 
is limited to twenty members.

Dates of meetings will be posted on the 
SHRA website.

To join the club, e-mail membership.
inquiries@shiclub.co.uk or visit their 
website: www.shiclub.co.uk

Strollers and Toners

The Strollers and Toners group meets 
on Mondays from 2:30 until 3:30 and 
Thursdays from 9:15 until 10:15 outside 
Fitness First in the Crumbles Retail Park.
The cost is £2.50 per session.

Everyone is welcome and the sessions 
usually run on afterwards with drinks 
and a chat on the harbour.

The Harbour Womens’ Institute

The Harbour branch of the WI meets 
on the second Monday of the month at 
2:00pm in the Sovereign Harbour Yacht 
Club.

If you are interested in taking part, 
please contact Mrs Heather Hyrapiet on: 
01323-416263.
Vet’s Football

The Vet’s football team meets on Sunday 
mornings for a ‘kick about’. Players can 
be 32- 102!!! and the purpose of the 

team is to meet like minded lads who 
live on the harbour for exercise and a bit 
of fun (nothing too serious!!) All abilities 
and fitness levels welcome. Social events 
are held for players and partners and 
more are planned for the future. 

For more information, contact Frank 
Milmoe on 07771-610158
frankmilmoe@btinternet.com

Sovereign Harbour Racing Club

The Sovereign Harbour Racing Club 
meets on a number of occasions 
through the year for excursions to local 
racecourses.

For more information, or to join the 
club, contact Linus Gunning on 01323-
470757.

Harbour Friends

Harbour Friends is a social group for 
residents of Sovereign Harbour ONLY. 
The group meets on Sunday evenings 
from 7:15pm in the first floor bar in the 
Yacht Club.  

New members are welcome on the LAST 
Sunday of the month. 

More details can be found on their 
website: www.harbourfriends.co.uk

Call Bev on 479797, or e-mail Bev at
bev@harbourfriends.co.uk

Sovereign Harbour Social Club

SHSC, formerly the Luncheon Club, 
meets every Wednesday from 10am 
to 11:30am in the Harvester at the 
Waterfront for coffee.  

There will be ONE OUTING per month 
(Lunch, Theatre, places of interest).  
March outing is the New Star Pub at 
Normans Bay, for lunch.  April’s outing is 
to Worthing and Holmbush (M&S) with 
Lynn’s Travel (date tba) price £6.

All are welcome.  Contact Sam Sweiry 
on 01323 479111 for further details.



Sovereign Harbour Racing Club - 
2008 (by Linus Gunning)

The Sovereign Harbour Racing Club 
is launching the 2008 season with a 
coach outing to a popular National Hunt 
Racecourse, Plumpton, near Lewes, on 
Sunday 11th May.  Only a few seats 
available at £25 including entry into the 
Premier Enclosure.  Phone Linus Gunning 
on 01323-470757.

Sunday July 6th we are heading for the 
ever popular Brighton on Family Fun 
Day. This will be our third visit and as 
before, most likely a sell-out, so book 
your place ASAP.

Glorious Goodwood beckons on Sunday 
24th August another fun day for all the 
family.  Visits to Fontwell, Folkestone, 
Epsom and Royal Ascot, are also under 
consideration.

Anyone interested in any of these race 
days should contact Linus Gunning.  Call 
01323-470757, and leave your number 
if you would like to join the club on any 
of these events.

Look out for more information in the 
forthcoming issues of Waterlines or 
visitthe ‘Social Activities’ page on: 
www.shra.co.uk

Eastbourne Festival art exhibition

Members of The Sovereign Harbour 
Art Group will be exhibiting their work 
on Thursday 27th March, 2008 at the 
Eastbourne Festival Art Exhibition and 
Ball Evening. 

If you are attending the event please 
call in and support our local harbour 
artists by visiting the exhibition in the 
‘Congress Suite’.

Sovereign Harbour Investment Club

The Sovereign Harbour Investment Club 
has vacancies for five members.

Interested in joining?

Contact: Jon Curtis:

E-mail: jon.curtis1@tiscali.co.uk

Tel: 07767 607569

Harbour WI

A staggering 49 members and visitors 
attended the 11th February meeting.  
After completion of the normal business 
there was a very informative talk given 
by Major Stuart Dicker about ‘The Work 
of the Salvation Army’.  This was followed 
by a short talk by the Eastbourne Police 
District Commander,  C.I. Dick Coates 
and Sgt. Steve Tullett, who reassured 
the members that crime on the Harbour 
is very low. 

At the next meeting 10th March June 
Cox will be speaking about ‘Treasures of 
the Past’ with a display of Edwardian and 
Victorian objects.  New members and 
visitors are very welcome.

To give you an idea of what’s on offer, 
previous speakers have been 

Mrs Molly Robinson on Crafts, the 
making of Birthday and Christmas 
cards.
Mrs Michelle Wynn-Jones, 101 ways 
of using a scarf.
Mrs Pat Thorns on Victorian greetings 
cards.
Commander Roger Paine recounting 
some of comical, interesting and 
true naval experiences.

Harbour WI meets every month at the 
Sovereign Harbour Yacht Club at 2pm

•

•

•

•



QuaySide Dental Practice is extremely proud to support 
the Sovereign Harbour Residents Association

Award Winning Dentist providing Cosmetic Dentistry

Beautiful CEREC Metal-Free Crowns and Veneers in One visit

General Dentistry carried out under a Microscope

Nervous patients welcome, sedation techniques offered

Deep Tooth Whitening, the best results we’ve ever seen

Facial Cosmetic Centre

Treatment of fine lines and wrinkles

Lip augmentation using Restylane

Our portfolio of recent cases can be found at www.quay.tv

Dr Rob Endicott BDS
Upstairs at the Waterfront

Sovereign Harbour
01323 472772

For more information go to www.shra.
co.uk social activities. 

Bus Lane Across Harbour (by Rick 
Runalls)

Waterlines readers may recall that there 
has always been the intention of having a 
controlled lane between North and South 
Harbour to allow the passage of buses 
through the Crumbles Retail Park. 

This is better for buses in the rush hours, 
reduces bus traffic on Atlantic Drive 
and improves the service for Harbour 
residents. 

We have been informed that the  
Borough Council has secured general 
agreement from those three companies 
with ownership/use interest in the land 
being crossed, and East Sussex County 
Council recently carried out a dummy 
run to review options for the final route. 

It will now take some time to establish 
formal agreement with the main parties 
involved and undertake consultation, 
but in principle it looks like this will go 

ahead.  The SHRA has been assured that 
the scheme will be controlled by bus 
gates to prevent this route becoming a 
‘rat run’ through the Harbour.

Men wanted for daytime activities!

The majority of members of the newly 
formed Sovereign Harbour Social 
Club are ladies, and they have asked 
Waterlines to encourage more men to 
join in order to ‘balance the scales’.

So, come on guys, what are you waiting 
for, when was the last time you had an 
offer like that?

On a serious note, if you would like 
to talk sport, motors, fishing, books, 
politics, religion, the list is endless, this 
is an opportunity to meet like-minded 
people.  Or perhaps you would just enjoy 
the company of other harbour residents 
for a few hours now and again, without 
pressure.

All are welcome.  If you would like to join 
the club, or would like more information, 
call Sam Sweiry on 01323-479111.



Tool Hire and building materials 
discounts for members

Builders merchants Travis Perkins have 
agreed to offer trade discounts to SHRA 
members.  The discounts offered are:

35% off Toolhire  
Up to 30% off other materials.

Travis Perkins have a depot in Whitely 
Road Eastbourne but members may use 
any of their depots nationwide.

Telephone numbers for the Eastbourne 
depot are:

01323 749626 for Tool Hire
01323 648301 for Sales

You will need to quote ‘SHRA’ as your 
‘trade cash card’ name and produce 
your current membership card when 
collecting tools or goods to receive your 
discount.

How to curry favour

Ganges, the harbour’s contemporary 
Indian restaurant has agreed to offer 
SHRA members a discount of 10% on 
their bill on production of a current 
membership card.

This generous discount will apply to all 
members of your party.

Free cinema tickets

In the February issue of Waterlines, 
we told you about the Pavilion Cinema 
in Hailsham, which is offering SHRA 
members a 10% discount on cinema 
entrance prices.

We have been given ten complimentary 
tickets for distribution to our members.  
All  members who join or renew their 
membership before the end of March will 

go into a draw for five pairs of tickets.

Pavillion programmes and information 
about the cinema can be found on its 
website www.hailshampavilion.co.uk

Advance notice of AGM

The SHRA AGM will be held on 1st 
May at the Haven School, full details 
will be published in the April issue of 
Waterlines.

Nominations for election to the 
committee must be received no later 
than 23rd April.

This meeting is for members only.

Renewal of membership

The SHRA membership year ends on 
31st March.  This is a very busy time 
for our membership secretary, John 
Teasdale, and it would be very helpful if 
members could renew their membership 
as early as possible.

At just £10, SHRA membership represents 
great value and, without this income, it 
would be difficult to continue with our 
fight for a better harbour environment 
and facilities.  The discounts listed on 
this page alone make it a very worthwhile 
investment.

In past years, many of you have taken 
the opportunity to pay your subscription 
on the night of the AGM but, because of 
the volume of renewals, this has caused 
serious delays and some bad feelings at 
the entrance to the hall.  We would ask 
you PLEASE renew your membership 
before the AGM, but if you do leave 
it until the night, PLEASE have your 
membership renewal form completed 
and PLEASE pay by cheque



Sovereign Harbour Residents Association
Membership Application/Renewal 2008/2009

 
Title:                  

First name: 

Last name:  

Address:

   Sovereign Harbour North / South  *delete as applicable

Postcode: BN23    5

Telephone:                                -

E-mail: 

  

I apply for membership of the Sovereign Harbour Residents Association and 
understand that the information supplied above will be stored on a computer 
system.  I also understand that this information will not be disclosed to, or 
shared with, any other person or organisation.

Signature:   

This form, with a cheque for  The Secretary,
£10.00 per household,   Sovereign Harbour Residents Association
payable to ‘SHRA’,  PO Box 124,
should be sent to: Eastbourne,
 East Sussex     BN24 9AW

 For SHRA use only.

 Date processed: 
         
 Membership number: 

To Sponsor Waterlines

07770-621368           waterlines@shra.co.uk


