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SHRA withdraws from Master Plan discussions
With your help, the SHRA led very 
successful campaigns that resulted in 
the refusal of the planning applications 
for the B&Q warehouse on Commercial 
Site One and massive extra residential 
development on the ‘Five Sites’

These campaigns took place with the full 
cooperation of the Borough Council and, 
with its support, Carillion was persuaded 
to withdraw its appeal against the B&Q 
refusal, and not to appeal on the ‘Five 
Sites’ applications.

The basis of our case was the motion 
passed unanimously by the council in 
September 2006, calling on Carillion to 
use the remaining development land to 
provide the social facilities that were 
lacking on the harbour and stating that 
there should be no further residential 
development.

This motion called for the creation of a 
new ‘Master Plan’ for the final stages of 
the harbour development and we were 
very encouraged when we were invited 
to take part in the process, with Carillion 
and the Borough Council.

At the initial meeting, Carillion 
Construction’s MD, Simon Eastwood 
said: “Sovereign Harbour has been 
shaped by a number of different house 
builders over a period of over 20 years. 
Our priority now, as the owner of the 
remaining land, is to ensure that all the 
various interests are taken into account 
and that we achieve the best possible 
outcome for all concerned.”

Once discussion began, it became 
increasingly obvious that Carillion’s 
priority was not to redress its past 

failings, but to secure agreement for 
even more residential development 
than was  envisaged in the ‘Five Sites’ 
applications but providing the very 
minimum of social facilities in return.

At a public meeting held at the Winter 
Gardens in the run-up to the 2007 
Borough Council elections, Cllr. Tutt, 
now leader of the council, confirmed 
that when the council agreed the 
motion calling for no further residential 
development, it became council policy.  
However, the council team entered into 
the discussions accepting that further 
residential development was inevitable 
and the SHRA position was considered 
to be unreasonable.

Frustrated by our continuing opposition 
to their demands, Carillion requested 
‘technical discussions’ with the EBC 
team from which the SHRA was to be 
excluded, ‘because of the commercial 
sensitivity of the content’.  Although we 
were promised a feedback meeting, the 
meeting was never arranged, despite 
several reminders.

Subsequently, we discovered that a further 
secret meeting had taken place from which 
the SHRA was again excluded.  We were 
also very concerned that the leader of 
the Conservative group, Cllr. David Elkin, 
who has been a member of the master 
planning team since the beginning, was 
also not allowed to attend.

Over the past several months, council 
officers, with whom we had built strong 
working relationships have indicated 
that they have been instructed not to 
cooperate with us because “we have 
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become too influential”.  This attempt 
to sideline us, combined with the secret 
negotiations with Carillion, left us no 
alternative but to withdraw from what is 
now a flawed and discredited process

We have since learnt that Carillion, far 
from redressing their past failures is once 
again seeking change of use for the land 
on Commercial Site One.  Once again, the 
council’s ambition that the land should 
be used to provide quality employment 
opportunities is being challenged.  This 
time, instead of a DIY warehouse, the 
plan is to build a budget hotel, offering 
a few poorly paid jobs  instead of the 
many well paid jobs that the projected 
Science Park would provide.

With your support, the SHRA will 
vigorously oppose any planning 
application that does not fully address 
the needs of harbour residents.

What chance the Medical Centre now?

For as long as we can remember, the land 
beside Commercial Site One, currently 
occupied by the Carillion offices, and 
known as ‘Site Five’ has been the 
preferred location for the long awaited 
Sovereign Harbour Medical Centre.  You 
might remember that in the July issue of 
Waterlines we showed you an impression 
of what it might look like.

However, we have since been informed 
that, because of the proposal to build a 
budget hotel on Commercial Site One, 
this land  is possibly no longer available 
and alternatives are being investigated.  
This can only result in even more delays.

The SHRA has always held the opinion that 
the Medical Centre is far too important 
to be delayed by the master planning 
discussions, especially as Carillion is not 
contributing a penny to its construction.  
Very early in the discussions, all parties 
seemed to be in agreement that the 
project should go ahead independently.  
However, Cllr. Susan Morris insisted 
that it must be part of the master plan 
and, with the support of her council 
colleagues prevented further progress. 
But for this untimely intervention, work 

Cont. would probably now be well under way.

The council’s forward plan shows that 
the publication of the master plan has 
now been further delayed and it is not 
expected until late October.  As several 
previous deadlines have been missed, 
it would be unwise to rely on this date.  
As Carillion promised that any proposals 
would go to public consultation, any 
progress on the Medical Centre before 
the spring of 2009 now seems almost 
impossible.

It is therefore inevitable that Dr. Adoki 
will be obliged to seek a further extension 
to the temporary planning consent to 
operate the Harbour Medical Practice 
from a private dwelling in Barrier Reef 
Way.  

This is particularly worrying because, 
when Dr. Adoki sought an extension to 
his temporary consent earlier this year, 
Sovereign Ward councillors, Cllr. Michael 
Bloom and Cllr. Margaret Salsbury, both 
of whom sit on the Planning Committee, 
bizarrely voted for refusal.  But for the 
good sense of the other committee 
members, this could have resulted in the 
closure of the practice and over 4,000 
harbour residents being left to find an 
alternative GP service.

Community Council referendum

At its July meeting, Eastbourne Borough 
Council approved the Local Governance 
Report recommending that a referendum 
should be held to determine whether 
the people of Sovereign Harbour want 
a Community Council.  The report says 
that the referendum should be a postal 
ballot asking the single question “Do you 
want a Community Council for Sovereign 
Harbour?  Yes or No.

Dependent on the result of this ballot, 
the Borough Council will decide whether 
the Community Council will be formed.  
Under the current legislation the council 
is not bound by the result, even if the 
result was 100% in favour, and there is 
no process of appeal.  Considering the 
negative stance of our ward councillors, 
this is a very worrying situation.

This is a huge step forward for local 
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democracy so, whatever your views, it is 
crucial that you listen to the arguments on 
both sides before making your decision.  
It is imperative, however, that you do 
use your vote so that there is a clear 
indication of what the majority of harbour 
residents actually want.  If you don’t use 
you vote, you can be sure that in making 
its decision, the council will presume that 
not voting equals a ‘No’ vote.

Be under no illusion, as has already 
been shown, you will be bombarded with 
misleading information by opponents 
of the Community Council, especially 
in the area of costs.  You will already 
possibly have seen frightening articles 
in the local press and party newsletters 
that you will be forced to pay ‘hundreds’ 
of pounds a year extra on your council 
tax.  Take this with a pinch of salt, the 
real amount, estimated by the Director 
of the Association of Surrey and Sussex 
Parish Councils, is that, for the average 
household, the total for the first two 
years will be just £16, about 66 pence  
per month.

Opponents will also tell you that a 
Community Council is not relevant to 
the harbour because we don’t have the 
facilities that would usually be controlled 
by such a council.  You might agree with 
us that this seems to be a very good 
argument in favour of a Community 
Council.  The reason we don’t have 
any social facilities is that, for the past 
twenty years, the Borough Council has 
manifestly failed to provide even the 
most basic amenities.

When making your decision, you should 
consider that a Community Council 
has a right to be consulted in planning 
matters.  In fighting the B&Q and ‘Five 
Sites’ applications our campaigns were 
made much more difficult because, in 
both cases, the Borough Council was 
supporting the applications which, had 
these been brought to appeal, would 
have weighed very heavily in favour of 
the applicants.

The consultation period will be three 
months with the deadline for the return 
of ballot papers being the end of October.  

The result has massive implications for 
the future of Sovereign Harbour.  Please 
listen carefully to the arguments, make 
sure you’re registered, and use your vote 
wisely, but please do use your vote.

The Harbour ‘Team’ – does it exist 
and is it improving? (by Rick Runalls)

Earlier this year I wrote a special 
edition of Waterlines after personalised 
attacks on the SHRA Committee 
and misinformation from our ward 
councillors in their party newsletter, 
intended to undermine residents’ 
interest in a Community Council.  The 
SHRA Committee has always expected 
our ward councillors to focus on the 
interests of the community, irrespective 
of personal and party political priorities 
and control of the council

Having built a strong working relationship 
with our ward councillors prior to the 
2007 local election, the SHRA committee 
has been puzzled that our current ward 
councillors and their party organisation 
seem to consider SHRA to be ‘the enemy’.  
Inevitably it begs the question that, if 
a resident group fighting for residents’ 
interests is seen as a threat, then what 
are the priorities and interests of the 
controlling group on the Council.  It would 
be naïve not to recognise that they will 
be influenced by their party’s national 
objectives, but it is surprising that they 
see no value in working with a residents’ 
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group to achieve the improvements the 
Harbour needs.  The position they have 
taken undermines their own authority 
and influence, as well as their political 
ambitions and credibility.

Over the last five months I have 
frequently been asked if the situation 
has improved, so it is worth examining 
the current position, the potential 
implications, and possible solutions 
open to us.  By ‘us’, I mean the SHRA 
Committee, SHRA members, and all 
residents on the Harbour.

Firstly, the situation has sadly not 
improved, even though I have made 
personal approaches to the Leader of 
the Council.  After several attempts, we 
eventually met, but no improvements 
have resulted from this.   Indeed 
there are clear indicators that the EBC 
administration continues to actively 
undermine the ability of the SHRA to 
represent residents’ interests.

So, why should we bother? After all 
we put a lot of work in and we could 
just say “OK, the ward councillors have 
been elected to deliver what we need, 
so let them get on with it”.  If they 
succeed we can pat them on the back 
and, if they fail, then they take the 
responsibility for it.  Unfortunately if 
they fail the last opportunity for gaining 
the improvements we need to create 
a sustainable community will be lost, 
and experience has undermined our 
confidence in their ability to succeed.  
So, what leads us to that conclusion?

It took  several attempts to get a 
meeting with the Leader of the Council 
but, despite his assurances that he ‘would 
do what he could’,  nothing has changed.

•

Our ward councillors have not 
responded to our offer to work together.

Co-operation of council officers has 
deteriorated and we have evidence that 
the underlying reason is that the elected 
members believe we are too influential 
and a hotbed of Tory activists. 

Gross inconsistencies in policy, such 
as the treatment of the Health Centre 
project discussed earlier.  This could 
easily have lead to the current surgery 
being shut down with no Health Centre in 
place and the project delayed.  Is this a 
failure in joined up thinking or something 
more significant?

Cllr. Morris, and indeed the Leader 
of the Council, argue that they are fully 
committed to the Integrated Plan, for the 
remaining developments on the Harbour. 
They have used this as the basis for 
delaying the Health Centre to ensure 
that ‘no premature decisions undermine 
the overall benefits that can be gained’.  
However, at the last Planning Committee, 
Cllr. Bloom argued in favour of a change 
in use of a current retail unit on the 
Waterfront to a restaurant and takeaway.  
The SHRA objected to this on the basis 
that retail was critical to a successful mix 
on the Waterfront, and that a change 
of use, prior to the publication of the 
Integrated Plan is contrary to the stated 
policy.  The change of use was approved 
by the Planning Committee, strongly 
supported by Cllrs. Bloom and Salisbury.  
If the Integrated Plan is critical for a final 
decision on the Health Centre why not for 
the development of the Waterfront?

The failure to consult residents on 
how £10,000 of their Council Tax is to be 
spent. 

•

•

•

•

•

Harbour bus service under threat



That’s the situation, but what 
are the implications? Really quite 
straightforward.  There is no guarantee 
that the Council will stick to its policy of 
no more residential development, with 
the real prospect of even more high 
density housing.  There is no guarantee 
of  recreation space and play areas for 
our children. There is no guarantee of 
a Community Centre of appropriate size 
for a community of 3,700 homes.  On the 
basis of decisions recently taken there is 
no guarantee of a Health Centre, or even 
a Doctors’ Surgery, on the Harbour.

What are we doing about it?  SHRA will 
continue to fight for residents’ interests 
in any way possible and will resist any 
attempts to sideline us and undermine 
our position.  They can ignore us, but 
they should never forget that you elected 
them, and they are responsible to you.  
If you are unhappy with the position 
they have adopted, let them know.

The SHRA Committee tries to stay clear of 
party politics, but we have serious concerns 
that the group that allowed the planning 
applications under which the harbour was 
built is once again in control.  

Sovereign Harbour Neighbourhood 
Panel (by Jan Weeks)

The Sovereign Harbour Neighbourhood 
Panel is now operational, and at the July 
meeting I was elected as chairman.

My first priority is to increase resident 
participation and make the panel truly 
representative of harbour opinion.  If 
you would like to take responsibility for 
the area in which you live, we would be 
delighted to hear from you.

As an area representative, you would be 
responsible for communicating with local 
residents and bringing their concerns and 
opinions regarding law and order issues 
to panel meetings.  At the meetings, 
which are held about every two months, 
the panel will identify priority issues 
and task the police or other appropriate 
agency with their resolution.

In addition to resident members, the 
panel is attended by community police 
officers and our ward councillors and 

will hopefully be extended to include 
representatives from local businesses 
and schools, both staff and pupils.  For 
more information, visit our website:
www.shnp.org
e-mail: info@shnp.org

Relay for Life - Eastbourne

On 23rd & 24th August Eastbourne will 
be home to the world’s fastest growing 
fund-raising event, Relay For Life.

The organisers are currently looking for 
people who are interested in entering a 
team to help raise funds and awareness 
for Cancer Research UK. 

Relay For Life is a volunteer led event and 
usually takes place within an athletics 
track (although it can be anywhere with 
a field).  Teams are recruited and consist 
of approximately 10-12 people.  During 
the 24 hours teams take it in turns to 
walk, run or even crawl(!) around the 
track for 24 hours.  Basically at any time, 
one person from each team needs to be 
on the track during the 24 hours.

Whilst people are walking, music is 
usually being played and fun and games 
are normally taking place in the middle, 
creating a carnival atmosphere.  Team’s 
erect their tents and have BBQ’s in the 
evening. At around 11:00am, the Relay 
comes to a stand still and people gather 
for a 2 minute silence to remember why 
they are there.

During this special ceremony, candle 
bags are lit and placed around the 
track as well as spelling the message 
“HOPE”.  Candle bags are sold before 
the Relay takes place and each candle 
bag has been dedicated to someone who 
has either passed away from cancer or 
survived.  The candle bags can be used 
“In memory of. . . . . or “In Celebration of. 
. . . .” and is a very poignant moment.

There are also many other aspects to 
Relay For Life that makes the event so 
unique such as the Cancer Awareness 
aspect of Relay, Survivorship and all 
year round fund-raising.

For more information, visit 
www.cancerresearchuk.org/relay
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Social Clubs and Groups
For more information on any of these groups, call the number given, or vist the 

‘Social Activities’ page of the SHRA website (www.shra.co.uk).
Sovereign Harbour Art Group

The Sovereign Harbour Art Group meets 
in the Christ The King Church Hall, 
Princes Park on Wednesdays 5pm - 8pm 
and Thursdays 9.30am - 12.30pm 

Learn to paint with Acrylics, Oils and 
Pastels with an Experienced Art Tutor 
in a friendly, relaxed and enjoyable 
environment.

Phone Angela on 07914-884378 or e-
mail acrylicart@hotmail.co.uk

Sovereign Harbour Investors Club

The Sovereign Harbour Investors Club 
meets on the last Tuesday of each 
month at the Sovereign Harbour Yacht 
Club, starting at 7:00pm.  Membership 
is limited to twenty members.

Dates of meetings will be posted on the 
SHRA website.

To join the club, e-mail: 
chairman@shiclub.co.uk or visit:
www.shiclub.co.uk 

Strollers and Toners

The Strollers and Toners group meets 
on Mondays from 2:30 until 3:30 and 
Thursdays from 9:15 until 10:15 outside 
Fitness First in the Crumbles Retail Park.
The cost is £2.50 per session.

Everyone is welcome and the sessions 
usually run on afterwards with drinks 
and a chat on the harbour.

Harbour Friends

Whether you are new to the Harbour or 
have lived here for sometime, joining 
Harbour Friends is a great way to meet 
new people.  Harbour Friends is a social 
group for Harbour residents of all ages, 
whether single or a couple.  The group 
meets every Sunday at 7.15 p.m in the 
first floor bar at the Yacht Club.  

If you are interested in joining, as long 
as you are a Harbour Resident, come 
along to our New Members evening 
which is held on the last Sunday of every 

month.

For more information visit our website 
at www.harbourfriends.co.uk, ring 
Bev on 479797 or email Bev at bev@
harbourfriends.co.uk

The Harbour Womens’ Institute

The Harbour branch of the WI meets 
on the second Monday of the month at 
2:00pm in the Sovereign Harbour Yacht 
Club.

If you are interested in taking part, 
please contact Mrs Heather Hyrapiet on: 
01323-416263.

Vet’s Football

The Vets Football Team has now being 
running successfully for almost three 
years,but more players are welcome to 
join from  the ages of 32 to 60 years 
of age , to play Sunday mornings on 
a casual basis. All abilities and fitness 
levels welcome. Social events are held 
for players and partners and more are 
planned for the future. 

For more information, contact Frank 
Milmoe:
frankmilmoe@btinternet.com

Sovereign Harbour Racing Club

The Sovereign Harbour Racing Club 
meets on a number of occasions 
through the year for excursions to local 
racecourses.

For more information, or to join the 
club, contact Linus Gunning on 01323-
470757.

Sovereign Harbour Social Club

SHSC meets every Wednesday from 
10am to 11:30am in the Harvester at 
the Waterfront for coffee.  

Each month, there will be one outing, 
lunch, theatre, places of interest.  

All are welcome, for further details.

Contact Sam Sweiry on 01323 479111

Community Council Referendum



Bright Ideas
The Waterfront • Sovereign Harbour
ARTS, CRAFTS AND GIFTS FOR EVERY OCCASION
LADIES SHOES, HAND BAGS AND ACCESSORIES
DESIGNER WATCHES, JEWELLERY AND SUNGLASSES

Bright Ideas – all four shops open 7 days at The Waterfront 
Gallery open Mon-Sat: 10am-9pm and Sun: 10am-6pm

Bright Ideas – Independent trading for a better local choice

Our privilege card is available to SHRA members. Please ask in-store for details

Weekend and evening staff required, please call 471080 for details

CO
MING SO

O
N:

LADIES FASHIO
N 

AND CO
SMETICS

WRAS News (by Trevor Weeks)

This year has been extremely busy for 
WRAS and we have now dealt with over 
a years worth of work in just 7 months. 
As a small voluntary charity it is amazing 
that we have managed to help deal 
with over 2200 incidents this year. We 
desperately need your help so please if 
you can afford to make a donation, take 
out a standing order or get your company 
to sponsor our valuable service please 
get in touch. 

Last month we were called by a resident 
of Sovereign Harbour to a seal spotted 
at the entrance to the outer harbour. 
When we arrived on site the seal had 
disappeared. Most people so not realise 
that common seals are resident around 
the south east coast with a large colony 
of them off Dover. We also get the 
occasional grey seal visit the coast.  Seals 
will haul themselves out on beaches 
and this doesn’t mean there is anything 
necessarily wrong with them.  If you see 
a seal on the beach keep your distance 
but note the shape. Seals should be very 

rounded. If you can see visible pelvis, 
back or shoulder bones then the animal 
is underweight and may need attention. 
WRAS works closely with British Divers 
Marine Life Rescue and they have medics 
across the UK who are trained to assess 
stranded whales, dolphins, porpoises 
and seals. They are running a one-day 
training course at Bewl Water Reservoir 
near Lamberhurst just of the A21 on 
Saturday 25th October. It costs £70 and 
more information can be found at www.
bdmlr.org.uk. 

WRAS has been working with a Sovereign 
Harbour resident Monica Russell from 
the southern end of the harbour since 
late last year. Monica is rapidly becoming 
an extremely experienced hedgehog 
carer. She is currently looking after 8 
hedgehogs at home on behalf of WRAS. 
We would like to say a big thank you to 
Monica for all her hard work and help 
both at her home and at our Casualty 
Care Centre at Horsebridge.

You can contact Trevor by e-mail at:

trevor@internationalanimalrescue.org
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Sovereign Harbour Racing Club (by 
Linus Gunning)

Despite the inclement weather, the club 
members had a great day out at Brighton 
last month, and everybody came home 
with their shirt on.

We are now eagerly looking forward to 
our annual luxury coach trip to  Glorious 
Goodwood’s family  event  on Sunday 
24th August.

The price per adult is just £25 including 
admission to the Grandstands.

And, as many as nine under 16 years 
olds will be travelling as our guests at 
no cost.

Paul and Molly Rhodes will be organising 
matters on the North Harbour.  My wife 
Margaret will be helping me on the South 
Harbour.

Based on the past two seasons, this 
outings will be a sellout.  At the time of 
going to print,  the  trip is filling up fast, 
so don’t delay, book now!!

To confirm your places, please send 
a cheque to me, Linus Gunning, at 61 
Daytona Quay, Eastbourne. BN23 5BN, 
or phone 470757 or phone Paul on 
479643.

Harbour WI (by Pauline Hale)

On Monday 14th July our president, Heather 
Hyrapiet welcomed all members, guests 
and visitors. We now have 58 members 
which I think is very good and hope some 
more ladies will come and join us.

The speaker this month was Romy McCabe 
whose talk, “I Married the Vicar” was very 
funny and informative.  I don’t think any of 
us realised how many “eggshells” there are 
to avoid treading on, when you’re a young 

curates wife or not so young Vicars wife.

This month’s competition was the ‘Prettiest 
Cup and Saucer’, and there were quite a 
few of them, all of them very pretty.  

Our Craft meeting was held on Monday 
21st July at Pevensey Bay Baptist Church 
hall.  Stitch and Bitch and tea and biscuits.  
We discussed the design of our WI Cloth.  
Some sewing was done and we made plans 
for ‘bead stringing’ next month and flower 
arranging class in the autumn.

Please note.  There is no W. I. meeting in 
August at the Yacht Club but we are going 
on an outing on Monday 11th August to 
Sissinghurst Castle and Gardens.  

Our meeting on Monday 8th September is 
Fashion Show ‘On the Catwalk’.   Entry 
is by ticket only and is free to members 
(£2 for non-members)  Non W. I. members 
who wish to attend, please apply in writing 
for tickets to Liz Beuzeval, 67, Hamilton 
Quay, Pacific Drive, Eastbourne BN23 5PX. 
Do come and join us, you will be most 
welcome

Monday 13th October is our First Birthday 
Celebration and the competition is a 
Handmade Birthday Card.

As from January 2009, the cost of W.I. 
membership will be £29.

Sovereign Harbour Social Club (by 
Pauline Hale)

We meet every Wednesday at the Harvester 
on the Waterfront from 10.00am - 11.30am 
for coffee and a chat.  Our members have 
grown over the past few weeks which is 
good, and this week the conversation at 
my table was about being a ‘Buddy’, the 
Fleet Air Arm, the Navy, noisy neighbours, 
books and other topics.

Harbour bus service under threat



The Book Club met up after coffee to 
discuss last months book ‘The Kite 
Runner’ which all three of us liked 
very much.  July’s book is ‘The Time 
Travellers Wife’ by Audrey Niffenegger.  
We will meet up to discuss the book 
on Wednesday 20th August after the 
coffee morning, over lunch (a starter 
and a sweet) at the harvester.  Anyone 
who would like to join us is more than 
welcome.

There has been tremendous interest in 
the Digital Camera Club, which will be 
launched on Tuesday 2nd September 
2008 at 2:00pm at the Langham Hotel.  
All members of the Harbour Social Club 
are welcome.

Mr. Simon Hurt from EBC Parks & 
Gardens Section will open this event with 
a 20 minutes slides show giving hints on 
techniques for photographing plants and 
landscapes.

Following the presentation, Mr. Hurt will 
take us on a guided walking horticultural 
tour for an hour along the seafront.

The Digital Camera club is also planning 
several Workshops which will be given by 
a harbour resident who is a professional 
photographer - dates and events will be 
sent to you in due course.

The next meeting of the club, will 
consider the launch of a “COLLECTABLE 
CLUB” so, if you have a collection that 
you would like to share with like minded 
people, why not come along to the 
Harvester. 

For further details please contact Sam 
on 479111 OR just come along to the 
Harvester at 10.00am.  

If the weather is good you will find us all 

sitting outside on the terrace sunbathing 
with our coffee, tea, or soft drink.  You 
are very welcome.

JoJo and the Tail of Two Kitties

The exploits of Lucky the cat continue to 
amaze harbour residents and, it seems, 
their pets.  JoJo the dog got a shock one 
morning as she trotted downstairs in eager 
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anticipation of her first walk of the day. 

The cheek of it.  There on the middle balcony 
of her owner’s house in Bermuda Place, her 
favourite dog bed had an interloper!

Lucky had obviously become very tired 
exploring his expansive marina estate and 
decided a cat nap of extreme proportions 
was required.

By why put up with pavement, or harsh 
plastic patio chairs, when there’s B&B with 
a sea view (bed and balcony that is).

JoJo barked “get up you lazy cat, that’s my 
bed don’t you know”.

“Talk to the paw” Lucky purred disdainfully 
not even bothering to open an eye!

Lucky was later seen in the neighbour’s 
kitchen testing her cat, the Moocher’s, 
breakfast for harmful substances.  It seems 
none were found!

Community Police update (by PC Ed 
Faulkner)

The schools have broken up for the summer, 
and many residents have stopped me to 
tell of their fears of a rise in anti-social 
behaviour over the next month or so.  

As I write this, the first week of the holidays 
has passed peacefully without any major 
incidents, however we do not rest easy.  
Inspector Wakefield has put Operation Blitz 
in place on every evening for the duration of 
the summer holidays to send the message 
that everyone needs to be responsible over 
the summer break.  

I know many of you are registered on 
this and so please remember to call if you 
experience problems.  Over the last year 

we have worked hard to stop “problem 
areas”, like Hamilton Quay and Vancouver 
Road becoming regular haunts for youths 
and these efforts will continue.  

Also, this month the crime statistics for 
our part of the world are published.  If you 
have internet access and would like to look 
at how we are doing in the Sovereign ward 
please log on www.sussex.police.uk and 
click on “Crime in your area”.  

As always if you have any issues or 
problems you wish for us to look at please 
feel free to contact me:

E-mail: ed.faulkner@sussex.pnn.police.uk

Tel: 0845 6070999 ext. 19768

Shingle Survey update (by Tim Smith)

I wanted to write a few words to let you 
all know how things have been progressing 
during these early stages of the ESCC/SITA 
shingle project.

I began work on the 1st April and have 
been learning new things ever since. I 
have come across a variety of shingle 
species on my travels, many found at 
locations known to be healthy areas for 
vegetated shingle communities. But I 
have also been pleasantly surprised to 
find some very interesting species in some 
quite unexpected places, such as patches 
of Sea Heath at Seaford, and a variety 
of shingle plants in small pockets along 
Bexhill beach.

As well as familiarising myself with shingle 
vegetation, I have been fortunate enough 
to meet some of the wildlife that benefits 
from the presence of shingle beaches. I 
have watched, Terns, Black-headed Gulls, 
Oystercatchers, a Curlew Sandpiper and 
my favourite the Ringed Plover. I have also 
seen many invertebrate species including 
several species of spider, and an assortment 
of Butterflies, Moths, Beetles and Bees.

The response received from volunteers 
interested in helping us has been amazing 
and I believe this will continue in the same 
fashion into the future. So many thanks to 
all of you who have offered your help.

We have held 8 survey training days with 
50 volunteers in attendance. I have greatly 
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enjoyed these events as it has given me 
a chance to meet you all and begin to 
spread the word about how wonderful and 
important shingle habitats are.

The project has been publicised in local 
papers and community group newsletters 
which has helped to spread the word and 
increase volunteer numbers. We have also 
received some attention from the BBC’s 
local interest program Inside Out, and have 
taken part in filming a piece on Shingle 
habitats. Thanks to all of our volunteers 
that attended filming at the Cuckmere 
survey training day.  The program will 
begin again in September and I will inform 
you all of the air date for our piece.

To date I have completed 250 surveys and 
received 10 completed volunteer surveys.

The information from these surveys 
has allowed me to begin building up a 
picture of the shingle beaches across the 
county. Many species have been recorded 
including several patches of Red Hemp-
nettle which has been classified as critically 
endangered.

So thanks again to all of you who have 
given up your time to come and help me in 
this endeavour without your help projects 
such as this one would be so much harder 
to achieve.

I would also like to take this opportunity 
to thank the SITA Trust for helping us to 
undertake this important work.

Well I shall close by saying that I am very 
much looking forward to the challenges in 
the coming months and, with your help, 
successfully completing the project and 
contributing to the present and future 
protection of vegetated shingle sites, both 
county and nationwide.

Thank you all

Join the SHRA and get fit

In the July issue of Waterlines, we told you 
about a unique deal for SHRA members 
from the David Lloyd Centre.  This offer is 
still open to all new and existing members 
until the end of August. 

So, if you would like to get fit, but are 
reluctant to take on the commitment of 

a contract with a fitness centre until you 
are sure that it will be right for you. then 
joining the SHRA will help you make that 
decision without putting strain on your 
finances.

All you need to do is to turn up at the 
David Lloyd Centre with a current 
(2008/2009) SHRA membership card 
(white card with red text), and you will 
be given a FREE ‘Five Day Trial Pass’ 
which usually costs £25.

So, for just £10, you get membership of 
the SHRA until March 2009, and entry to 
the David Lloyd Centre for five days.

By signing up for this offer, you will be 
looking after the harbour and looking 
after yourself at the same time.  How 
can you lose?

Even without the great offer from David 
Lloyd, we hope that you will consider 
joining us.  If you are one of the dwindling 
number who has yet to renew their 
membership, we hope you too will take 
to time to complete the form overleaf 
and return it with your cheque.

As you will have seen from the articles 
in this edition of Waterlines, it is looking 
increasingly likely that we will again 
have a fight on our hands if we are to 
prevent the final stages of the harbour 
development becoming a repeat of all 
that has gone before.

Your continued support is crucial.

Free mountain bike? Sorry

In the July issue of Waterlines, we told 
you that anybody taking out membership 
of the David Lloyd Centre before the end 
of July would receive a free mountain 
bike worth £200.

Because of way in which this was written, 
some people thought that this applied to 
taking our SHRA membership.  

If we accidentally misled you, please 
accept our apologies and if you feel 
you would not have taken out SHRA 
membership but for this, please 
contact us and we will of course refund 
your contribution and cancel your 
membership. 

Return your registration form to ensure you get a vote



Sovereign Harbour Residents Association
Membership Application/Renewal 2008 - 2009

 
Title:                  

First name: 

Last name:  

Address:

   Sovereign Harbour North / South  *delete as applicable

Postcode: BN23    5

Telephone:                                -

E-mail: 

  

I apply for membership of the Sovereign Harbour Residents Association and 
understand that the information supplied above will be stored on a computer 
system.  I also understand that this information will not be disclosed to, or 
shared with, any other person or organisation.

Signature:   

This form, with a cheque for  The Secretary,
£10.00 per household,   Sovereign Harbour Residents Association
payable to ‘SHRA’,  PO Box 124,
should be sent to: Eastbourne,
 East Sussex     BN24 9AW

 For SHRA use only.

 Date processed: 
         
 Membership number: 

To Sponsor Waterlines

07770-621368           waterlines@shra.co.uk


