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Community Council - It’s decision time!

Those were the closing words from Nigel 
Waterson MP speaking at the debate on 
the formation of a Community Council 
for Sovereign Harbour.

The meeting, hosted by the SHRA, and 
independently chaired by the editor of 
the Eastbourne Herald, Peter Austin, was 
held at the Haven School on the evening 
of Thursday 2nd October.  It was held 
to give harbour residents an opportunity 
to debate the long-standing issue of 
whether Sovereign Harbour should have 
its own Community Council prior to 
casting their votes in the forthcoming 
referendum.

 Bert Legget Stewart Mitchell

Peter Austin was joined by a panel of 
local politicians; Nigel Waterson MP, the 
leaders of both groups of the Borough 
Council, Cllrs. David Tutt and David 
Elkin, and supported by the EBC Local 
Democracy Manager, David Robinson.

The debate was opened by Stewart 
Mitchell, who put the case for the 
proposal, followed by Bert Leggett 
who responded with the opposite view.  
Cllrs. David Elkin and David Tutt, and 
Nigel Waterson MP then expressed their 
views.

In putting the case for a Community 
Council, Stewart Mitchell examined the 
record of Eastbourne Borough Council in 
the development of Sovereign Harbour, 
and highlighted the total lack of social 
infrastructure, especially in respect 
of open space and play facilities for 

“Finally, if you really believe that 
Eastbourne Borough Council are 
meeting your hopes, needs and 
aspirations for the Harbour, then 
vote ‘No’”
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children.  He contrasted the massive 
planning gain obtained for the relatively 
small Wartling Road development with 
the situation at Sovereign Harbour, 
where residents of 3,500 homes have 
received very little for the £6 million 
that they contribute annually to the 
finances of the town.  Without the 
formal status that a Community Council 
would provide, he said, we could expect 
similar treatment in the final stages of 
the harbour development.

Stewart acknowledged that there would 
be a small additional cost, but nowhere 
near the amounts that had been claimed 
by opponents of the Community Council.  
Even so, he contended, it would be very 
good value for money.

In response, Bert Leggett said that, 
as Sovereign Harbour had none of the 
usual amenities that traditional Parish 
Councils controlled, there was no need 
for another level of bureaucracy that 
residents would have to pay for.  

Harbour residents, he said, already 
paid more for services than the rest 
of Eastbourne, such as management 
charges and contributions to the 
Sovereign Harbour Trust.  The average 
Parish Council precept for Surrey and 
Sussex was, he said, about £69 per year 
in addition to the normal Council Tax 
payment.  Sovereign Harbour, he felt, 
was adequately represented by our ward 
councillors.

Cllr. Elkin, leader of the Conservative 
group on the EBC said that he had not 
initially been sure that a Community 
Council would be of benefit to harbour 
residents, but he had listened to the 
arguments and was now of the view that 
there was merit in the proposal.  He said 
that if it was what residents wanted, he 
would give them his full support.

Cllr. Tutt, the council leader, said he was 
generally in favour of devolving power to 
the community, and was totally neutral 
in the case of Sovereign Harbour.  He 
said he waited with interest to see the 
result of the referendum.

Nigel Waterson MP said he fully supported 

harbour residents.  The Borough Council, 
he said, had failed to negotiate forcefully 
enough with Carillion in the early stages, 
which had resulted in a total absence 
of planning gain.  He told the meeting 
that he was in contact with Carillion and 
would be insisting that discussions with 
harbour residents should be resumed.

Before the meeting, Peter Austin 
declared himself to be ‘totally agnostic 
on the subject’, so it was very interesting 
to read his diary on the Eastbourne 
Herald website following the meeting.  
He wrote: “The turnout was perhaps a 
little disappointing, but the vehemence 
of opinions made up for that.

I began the evening with an open mind 
on the issue, but came round to the view 
that a local council can only be of benefit 
to the area.

As many acknowledged, it would be a 
strange body with none of the traditional 
roles of a parish council such as playing 
fields, village halls, graveyards etc.  But 
I’ve no doubt that it would establish its 
own role, and certainly its most valuable 
task would be as a watchdog with 
genuine status.

There is a terrific amount of 
understandable anger at the Harbour 
over the failure of landowners Carillion 
to make provision for basic community 
facilities.

Frankly, Eastbourne Borough Council 
has to take a lot of the blame. As MP 
Nigel Waterson pointed out during 
Thursday’s meeting, there is such a 
thing as ‘planning gain’ which requires 
developers to provide something for the 
general community when big schemes 
get the go-ahead. Wimpey, for instance, 
are building a community centre as part 
of the new Wartling Road development, 
and Tesco have provided a new school 
building as a quid pro quo for their new 
store in Hailsham.

I gather that in the early days of 
the Harbour Carillion argued that 
construction of the marina was effectively 
their community contribution. Much 
appreciated, no doubt, by those who can 
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afford to keep a boat on it, but not by 
the family in one of the 3,500 Harbour 
dwellings whose kids have no significant 
play area.

It was a shocking failure of negotiation 
by EBC, and it’s little wonder that the 
Harbourites want their own council to 
watch over their interest.”

Now the debate has almost run its 
course and the time has come for 
you, the residents, to decide whether 
Sovereign Harbour will be the first area 
of Eastbourne in which democracy will 
be devolved to the local community.

By now, provided that you have 
registered to vote, you should have 
received your ballot paper.  If you have 
not registered, you still have time, but 
you must be quick.  If you have any 
questions on either issue, you should 
contact the Local Democracy department 
at the Town Hall.  Whatever your views, 
please do vote.

It is very important to note that, whatever 
the result of the referendum, the final 
decision will be taken by the members 
of Eastbourne Borough Council, and 
several of them have already publicly 
voiced strong opposition.  

Sad to say, there are some who will 
be looking for any excuse to reject the 
proposal and it is therefore essential 
that as many of you as possible 
return your ballot papers.

Community Police Update (by PC Ed 
Faulkner)

We had positive street meetings in 
Falmouth Close and Samoa Way this 
month, dealing with the issues that local 
residents have raised.    One thing that 

does keep cropping up is problems that 
are sometimes caused when generations 
mix, especially when children play games 
like football in an area.  

I’m a real believer in the community 
working together and for better 
understanding between parents, 
children, and the older generation.  The 
residents of Samoa Way demonstrated 
this brilliantly by listening to each 
other and taking on board the views 
of everyone.  Green spaces are at a 
premium in the whole of the harbour 
and we need to do all we can to make 
sure they are not abused, or ultimately 
lost.  Also the issues raised by Falmouth 
Close have highlighted problems coming 
from other areas.  We are doing all we 
can to resolve these.  

I thank everyone for their help recently.  
Martin, Roy, and I are really grateful for 
everyone’s support in trying to make the 
Harbour a more pleasant place to live.

Live better for less

If you’re finding the ever rising cost of 
living a problem, then put Saturday 15th 
November in your diary for a visit to 
‘Community Wise’ in Ocklynge Road for 
the ‘Live Better for Less’ exhibition.

From 10:00am until 4:00pm you will find 
a huge variety of stands, demonstrations 
and workshops, all designed to help you 
discover ways of enjoying a happier, 
healthier lifestyle whilst spending less 
money.

For more information; drop in to 
Community Wise, call 07531-402641 or 
visit www.livebetterforless.org.uk.

Entry is FREE, so you will have already 
made a good start.



Social Clubs and Groups
For more information on any of these groups, call the number given, or vist the 

‘Social Activities’ page of the SHRA website (www.shra.co.uk).
Sovereign Harbour Art Group

The Sovereign Harbour Art Group meets 
in the Christ The King Church Hall, Princes 
Park on Wednesdays 5:00pm - 8:00pm 
and Thursdays 9:30am - 12:30pm 

Learn to paint with Acrylics, Oils and 
Pastels with an Experienced Art Tutor 
in a friendly, relaxed and enjoyable 
environment.

Phone Angela on 07914-884378 or e-
mail acrylicart@hotmail.co.uk

You might also like to visit the Art Group’s 
page in the ‘Social Activities’ section of 
the SHRA website.

Sovereign Harbour Investors Club

The Sovereign Harbour Investors Club 
meets on the last Tuesday of each 
month at the Sovereign Harbour Yacht 
Club, starting at 7:00pm.  Membership 
is limited to twenty members.

Dates of meetings will be posted on the 
SHRA website.

To join the club, e-mail: 
chairman@shiclub.co.uk or visit:
www.shiclub.co.uk 

Strollers and Toners

The Strollers and Toners group meets 
on Mondays from 2:30 until 3:30 and 
Thursdays from 9:15 until 10:15 outside 
Fitness First in the Crumbles Retail Park. 
The cost is £2.50 per session.

Everyone is welcome and the sessions 
usually run on afterwards with drinks 
and a chat on the harbour.

Harbour Friends

Whether you are new to the Harbour or 
have lived here for sometime, joining 
Harbour Friends is a great way to meet 
new people.  Harbour Friends is a social 
group for Harbour residents of all ages, 
whether single or a couple.  The group 
meets every Sunday at 7:15p.m in the 
first floor bar at the Yacht Club.  

If you are interested in joining, as long 

as you are a Harbour Resident, come 
along to our New Members evening 
which is held on the last Sunday of every 
month.

For more information visit our website 
at www.harbourfriends.co.uk, ring 
Bev on 479797 or e-mail Bev at bev@
harbourfriends.co.uk

The Harbour Womens’’ Institute

The Harbour branch of the W.I. meets 
on the second Monday of the month at 
2:00pm in the Sovereign Harbour Yacht 
Club.

If you are interested in taking part, 
please contact Mrs. Heather Hyrapiet 
on: 01323-416263.

Vet’s Football

The Vets Football Team has now being 
running successfully for almost three 
years, but more players are welcome to 
join from  the ages of 32 to 60 years 
of age, to play Sunday mornings on a 
casual basis  All abilities and fitness 
levels welcome. For more information, 
contact Frank:

vetsfooty@hotmail.com

Sovereign Harbour Racing Club

The Sovereign Harbour Racing Club 
meets on a number of occasions 
through the year for excursions to local 
racecourses.

For more information, or to join the 
club, contact Linus Gunning on 01323-
470757.

Sovereign Harbour Social Club

SHSC meets every Wednesday from 
10:00am to 11:30am in Seamoor’s at 
the Waterfront for coffee.  

Each month, there will be one outing, 
lunch, theatre, places of interest.  

All are welcome, for further details.

Contact Sam Sweiry on 01323 479111

Community Council Referendum



Sovereign Harbour Social Club (by 
Pauline Hale)

We are now meeting at the Seamoor 
Bar at the Waterfront for coffee and a 
chat, usual time 10.00am to 11.30am.  
Thanks to Mr. Bob Falcone and staff who 
have made us very welcome at short 
notice.  

On Tuesday 16th September, 22 of us 
went to lunch at the Star Inn, Norman’s 
Bay which everyone enjoyed.

Thursday 18th, 5 ladies had a leisurely 
walk along the promenade in the 
sunshine from the Pier to Holywell café 
for coffee and back.

Some 22 members and guests enjoyed 
The Variety Show at the Hippodrome on 
Tuesday 23rd September.  It was a very 
colourful evening, although some of us 
found the music a bit loud.

Unfortunately our cookery demonstration 
and lunch at the Langham Hotel 
on Tuesday 14th October has been 
cancelled, due to circumstances beyond 
our control.

Four of us are going to Rye on 

Return your registration form to ensure you get a vote

Bright Ideas
The Waterfront • Sovereign Harbour
ARTS, CRAFTS AND GIFTS FOR EVERY OCCASION
LADIES SHOES, CLOTHES, HAND BAGS AND ACCESSORIES
DESIGNER WATCHES, JEWELLERY AND SUNGLASSES

Bright Ideas – all four shops open 7 days at The Waterfront 
Gallery open Mon-Sat: 10am-9pm and Sun: 10am-6pm

Bright Ideas – Independent trading for a better local choice

Our privilege card is available to SHRA members. Please ask in-store for details

Weekend and evening staff required, please call 471080 for details

NOW
 O

PEN

Four great shops

in one

Wednesday 15th October, by bus and 
train, and if the weather is good on 
Thursday 16th October we plan a WALK 
in Rottingdean.

We have also arranged a Christmas 
shopping trip to Croydon on Tuesday 
2nd December, with Lynn’s Travel.

Our Christmas lunch is under huge 
discussion, so many ideas, so many 
places to go.

The Book Club had an interesting 
discussion of last month’s book which was 
‘Brother and Sister’ by Joanna Trollope a 
couple of weeks ago.  September’s book 
is ‘The Lovely Bones’ by Alice Sebold 
which we will discuss after coffee on 
Wednesday 15th October.

If you are free on a Wednesday morning, 
do come along and join us for coffee 
and a chat at the Seamoor Bar at the 
Waterfront, you will be most welcome.

The Club members would like to 
say ‘Goodbye and Thank you’ to the 
management and Staff of the harvester 
for allowing us to use the bar for our 
Coffee mornings for the past 9 months.
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Some Good Things Do Happen. . . . . 
(by Jocelyn McCarthy)

You might be interested to know what 
has been going on at one of the Courts 
at the Harbour!

There was a general feeling two years 
ago that NO BALL GAMES should take 
place on the grass.  We had to give in to 
the lobby for this initially, but eventually 
got everyone’s agreement that it was 
impossible to stop children (and for 
that matter some adults) kicking a ball 
about.

Although the sign remains, everyone, 
including the Residents’ Committee 
ignores it.  There is an unspoken 
agreement that a full eleven aside 
football match cannot take place and 
that ‘taking care not to kick straight at 
the parked cars’ keeps the peace.

We fielded many complaints at the 
beginning of the better weather (better 
weather, when was that?) Well, anyway 
Spring time, about the children riding 
bikes, playing footer etc.  The Grumps 
got voted down and we have managed to 
sustain a good community atmosphere, 
encouraging drivers to drive more 
slowly, children to play less noisily and 
in fact had a very good barbecue  when 
the kids put on a well rehearsed potted 
version of the Wizard of Oz.

It is possible that we could have started 
something that could go wrong - we are 
very aware of the dangers of mixing 
small children with cars, but we pray 
that there will be no collisions.  At one 
point it looked as though children from 
outside the Court were coming in but 
that was kept to a minimum.  There 
are one or two or may be three or four 
households that would be selling up, 
if there was a market for houses right 
now, as they thoroughly dislike the 
laissez faire attitude of the committee 
and basically, do not like children….. But 
honestly - if you saw the kids playing 
- no humanitarian could deny them the 
pleasure of a bit of grass and a circuit on 
which to ride their bikes.

They had to be stopped when they used 
our much prized trees to support ropes 

to throw blankets over to make houses 
etc., but an old tent got loaned to stop 
this progressing to a mass destruction of 
our struggling trees.

Sometimes it is an uneasy truce, but 
generally the kids are extremely well 
behaved and have provided some 
entertainment as well, one day they were 
acting out the Olympics.   Pretend clip 
boards, starting blocks and countdowns 
gave a very realistic feel.

I don’t know if courtyards are being used, 
or whether children are banned on other 
well tended grass central areas, but it is 
probably best that it be kept  informal, 
as if our management company knew 
what fun the kids were having they 
would start charging something for the 
area’s use.

It is such a pity that developers are not 
required to provide a suitable area for 
play.  If they had thought out courtyards 
earlier on, the conflict between cars and 
play could have been minimized.

I read that some council money was 
going into a play scheme at the Harbour 
- £27,000 – good, but there is something 
to be said for sensible community action 
rather than some distant spending of 
money that does not always answer the 
locality’s needs.

To quote Adrian Voce director of Play 
England ‘Children will play anywhere, 
but they need space, and there is growing 
evidence that this is increasingly denied 
them.  Traffic, commerce and a general 
design on our public realm that takes 
little account of children has made the 
outdoor world less and less accessible.’

Eastbourne – Dog Control Orders

In December 2007 Eastbourne Borough 
Council introduced Dog Control Orders 
into the Borough.  These orders were 
created under the provisions of the 
Clean Neighbourhoods & Environment 
Act 2005, and replaced the original dog 
bye-laws.  All the previous controls were 
still maintained under the new Orders. 

The Dog Control Orders form part of 
the Council’s approach to improving 
Eastbourne’s environment and aims to 
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encourage residents to look after their 
local environment and to be aware of 
what actions are considered an offence.  
Those offences are:-

Failing to keep a dog on a lead, in 
designated areas

Failing to remove dog faeces

Permitting a dog to enter land from 
where it is banned

Failing to put and keep a dog on a 
lead, when directed to do so

There is a new Order which allows 
designated Council Officers to request 
that owners place and keep their dogs 
on a lead if instructed to do so.  This 
Order applies to all the areas not 
already covered by the Dogs on Leads 
and Dog Ban Orders, and will only be 
used if it is felt that a dog is not being 
kept under proper control.  It does not 
mean however, that dogs must be kept 
on leads at all times in the areas covered 
by the Order.

Any person who commits an offence 
under these Orders would be liable to 
prosecution or may be served with a Fixed 
Penalty Notice of £75.  The Council would 
therefore like to use this opportunity to 
remind people to continue to walk their 
dogs in a responsible manner and ensure 
that the Control Orders are adhered to 
at all times.

Information on the specific areas covered 
by the Orders can be found on the 
Council’s website at www.eastbourne.
gov.uk/dogs Alternatively a map of the 
town and copies of the Notices can be 
viewed at the Council offices at 1 Grove 
Road, Eastbourne, BN21 4TW.

•

•

•
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The Compost Doctors are coming to 
The Waterfront in November

Are you new to composting and would 
like to find out how to get started?  
Or perhaps you are an established 
composter with a query or are looking 
for handy tips?

The Compost Doctor Service, set up 
by the County Council to provide East 
Sussex residents with free advice and 
practical assistance on composting, will 
be visiting The Waterfront at Sovereign 
Harbour from 10:00am to 5:00pm on 
Friday 7th November.  

Composting is nothing new – the 
Roman statesman Cato was advocating 
it more than 2000 years ago – but it 
has become a ‘hot’ issue due to the 
pressing need to divert biodegradable 
waste away from landfill sites where it 
mixes with non-biodegradable material 
to produce methane, a particularly 
harmful greenhouse gas.  As well as the 
environmental considerations, under E. 
U. law there are financial penalties for 
councils if the amount of compostable 
waste going to landfill isn’t reduced.

Up to two-thirds of the average dustbin 
can be composted.  One third of this is 
made up of cardboard and paper, which 
are important ‘brown’ ingredients in the 
standard composting recipe (the ‘green’ 
ingredients include vegetable peelings, 
tea bags, and grass cuttings).

Home-made compost will benefit any 
garden, improving soil structure and 
promoting fertility.

East Sussex residents can take advantage 
of reduced-price compost bins, which 
will also be on display.  Come along if 



you can and meet the Compost Doctor!

New Camera Club for harbour

A new Camera Club has been formed in 
Sovereign Harbour.  The club is open to 
new members from inside and outside 
the Harbour and is aimed at all levels 
of camera users, from beginners to the 
more experienced user.  

The club will meet regularly once per 
month for discussion and sharing of 
photos and experience - for example, 
there will also be photo competitions on 
set themes.  We also plan to hold extra 
sessions and outings to cover special 
events such as Airbourne.  

Meetings will be held in Seamoor’s Wine 
bar at the South Harbour at 10:30am 
on the second Tuesday of every month, 
commencing on 14th October.  Also 
planned is a workshop on 18th November 
at the Langham Hotel to review member 
questions and issues with use of their 
cameras.

The Chairman of the club is Steve 
Lashley, Vice-Chairman is Sam Sweiry, 
the Secretary is Sandie Dixon, and 
the Treasurer Mary Lashley.  Initially 
membership will be free to all, with drinks 
and coffee available for purchase at the 
Wine bar.  If you have any questions, 
please call Steve or Mary on 478651 or 
Sandie on 471702.

WRAS News (by Trevor Weeks)

I would like to thank everyone who came 
along to the Boat Jumble at Sovereign 
Harbour on Saturday 27th September. A 
big thank you to the harbour office staff 
for all their support in raising £60 through 
refreshments. It was good weather too 
and I met some really nice people. 

Last month WRAS received a call to say 
there was a dolphin stranded on the 
beach close to the entrance to Sovereign 
Harbour, unfortunately this turned out 
to be a dead seal. Some of you may 
remember George the french bottlenose 
dolphin which visited the harbour earlier 
this year. George is what is known as a 
solitary social dolphin. He has basically 
been domesticated by swimmers and 
other people swimming with him. He 
now craves attention. Luckily he has 
developed into a dolphin which travels 
long distances looking for adventures.

After this appearance at Sovereign 
Harbour he travelled down to Shoreham 
where he caused trouble for the local 
fisheries boat who were trying to 
undertake an underwater survey. He 
then travelled down to Weymouth which 
he last visited back in 2003. He then 
swam down to Penzance and St. Ives 
where he spend a few weeks causing 
problems before disappearing across the 
Channel to France again.  It is unsure 
where George is at the moment.

Sponsor Waterlines in 2009

Our ability to distribute Waterlines 
free to all harbour residents depends 
very much on income received from 
our sponsors.  All sponsorship slots for 
2008 are already taken, but we are now 
looking forward to 2009.

Because of  the huge amount of time 
required to produce it, Waterlines will 
only be produced on alternate months in 
2009, starting with the February issue.  

If you would like to be a Waterlines 
sponsor for the coming year, please e-
mail: waterlines@shra.co.uk


