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Who’s running the Borough Council?

We thought it was worth revisiting the 
contents of the above motion, put jointly 
by the leaders of both political groups,  
that was agreed by the members of 
Eastbourne Borough Council at their 
meeting on 20th September 2006, 
following the refusal of the B&Q and 
‘Five Sites’ planning applications.

We thought it also worth revisiting the 
statements made at the time by the 
party leaders:

Council leader, Ian Lucas, said:  “When 
the developers have gone, we will still be 
here!’ This was the sentiment expressed 
when the council were debating the 
recent motion.

It’s now vital that we all work together to 
do the right thing for Sovereign Harbour. 
Residents, Developers and the Council 
need to take a strategic approach to 
ensure the remaining sites comprise of 

the much needed facilities the Harbour 
wants, needs and deserves.

But this can only happen if some 
serious work and thought goes into 
how the remaining sites are eventually 
developed. The Council’s position is now 
very clear, and we will do what we can 
to ensure shops, restaurants, schools, a 
medical centre, a hotel, play areas for 
young people - and more besides, are 
incorporated into future plans.”

David Tutt, leader of the Liberal Democrat 
Group, now council leader, said:  “I am 
delighted that the September meeting 
of the Borough Council unanimously 
approved a motion submitted jointly 
by Cllr Lucas and myself seeking to 
support the wishes of the residents 
of Sovereign Harbour and calling for 
a high level meeting of all interested 
parties to develop a fresh strategy for 
the remaining sites.

Following the refusal of the recent applications for the remaining 
five development sites in Sovereign Harbour, this council recognises that 
the Humberts report has now been superseded. The Council therefore 
requests a high level meeting with the landowner, council members, 
planning officers, and representatives of local residents, to develop a 
strategy for the remaining development sites.
Such a strategy should acknowledge Sovereign Harbour Ltd’s commercial 
demands, but shouldn’t include further residential development. The 
strategy should address much needed community facilities, such as 
open space, play areas, a community centre, a medical centre, schools, 
facilities for the boating community and potential business opportunities, 
in keeping with the area, including a quality hotel.
The council recognises that the available land for development is limited 
and should be considered as a whole to effectively provide for a sustainable 
community.



I believe that this strategy must include 
vitally needed local amenities such as: 
open space, play areas, community and 
medical facilities, a school and improved 
facilities for the boating community. I am 
also firmly of the view that any further 
commercial facilities must be in keeping 
with the area.

In moving this agenda forward the 
SHRA will have the support of both 
political parties on the Council in 
seeking improvements for the Harbour 
community.”

At a public meeting held at the Winter 
Gardens in the run-up to the 2007 
Borough Council elections, Cllrs. Lucas 
and Tutt both confirmed this position.

Also, at meetings earlier  this year 
with the SHRA committee Cllr. Tutt 
reconfirmed this position, as did Cllr. 
David Elkin, the current opposition group 
leader.

This motion was passed almost four 
years ago, but none of the necessary 
infrastructure has yet materialised, the 
harbour has suffered even more over-
development and the Harbour Master 
Plan has mysteriously disappeared from 
the council’s forward plan.

Further, whenever this policy is stated 
in discussions with the council’s officers, 
they always discount it and, at a recent 
meeting, a council officer stated that 
“the members do not have the power to 
make policy”.  If that’s the case, what’s 
the point of electing them?

This situation has been highlighted by the 
recently published ‘Local Development 
Framework: Core Spatial Development 
Strategy’ report, which analyses the 

data collected from the series of public 
consultation events that were held 
across the town.

It was very obvious throughout the 
process that visitors to the local events 
were being pushed towards ‘Option 
Two’.  It was no surprise, therefore, that 
the report concludes that ‘Option Two’, 
which recommends further housing at 
Sovereign Harbour, was the preferred 
option.

Apart from our very serious concerns 
about the way the earlier consultation 
events were organised, we are also 
very concerned about the validity of the 
evidence used to support the report’s 
recommendations.  Planning Policy 
PPS12, which is quoted frequently in 
support of the report’s recommendation 
states: “Spatial planning underpins the 
wider corporate strategy of the council 
and LSP in that it ensures that strategies 
can be based on the community’s views 
and obtain community buy-in”.   But 
then the report totally ignores the 
views expressed by Sovereign Harbour 
residents.  

As an example, it contains the statement:  
“Discounting the responses received 
at the ‘Neighbourhood 14 – Sovereign’ 
consultation event significantly reduces 
the level of opposition to Option 2, making 
it the most supported and least opposed 
option by the rest of the Borough”, 
which makes a nonsense of PPS12.  
That’s about the same as saying, “if you 
ignore the votes cast for Stephen Lloyd, 
the majority of Eastbourne residents, 
Nigel Waterson was the most supported 
candidate in the General election”, and 
just as crass; so much for democracy!



Year 2002/3 2003/4 2004/5 2005/6 2006/7 2007/8 2008/9 Total

Devonshire 23 105 45 108 96 81 182 640

Hampden Park 0 3 2 23 12 3 1 44

Langney 7 14 4 2 0 4 0 31

Meads 50 39 72 91 29 75 138 494

Old Town 0 3 2 3 18 4 5 35

Ratton 0 1 5 21 9 12 6 54

St Anthony's 2 41 12 35 7 21 10 128

Sovereign 538 381 572 239 181 27 0 1938

Upperton 116 39 42 23 37 53 45 355

Total 736 626 756 545 389 280 387 3719

Houses built in Eastbourne 2002/2009

However the evidence is manipulated, the 
report acknowledges that the Sovereign 
Harbour community is unsustainable, 
and then goes on to recommend further 
residential development as the solution.

Ward Councillor, Margaret Salsbury was 
asked to oppose this report when it 
came before the Planning and Cabinet 
Committees. Councillor Salsbury’s 
response was that she was unable to 
comment as she was a member of the 
Planning Committee, and Option Two 
had already been supported anyway. 
Rather a bizarre statement as the report 
was sent to the Planning Committee for 
its approval before being passed to the 
cabinet for consideration.

County Councillor, David Elkin did 
respond, and did oppose the acceptance 
of the report at the Cabinet meeting, 
but his arguments were ignored and the 
process will now go to the next stage.

Sovereign Harbour has been used 
by the Borough Council to bear the 
burden of Central Government’s housing 
requirements for far too long.  The table 

above shows that over half (52%) of 
the new homes built is Eastbourne since 
2002 have been foisted on Sovereign 
Ward, an average of 277 per year.  
Compare that to the five or six per year 
in Hampden Park, Langney, Old Town 
and Ratton and the disparity becomes 
very obvious.

We will of course be accused of 
being NIMBYs for opposing further 
development, but examine the table and 
you will have little trouble discerning 
where the NIMBYs really live.

We urge you to read the report that can 
be download from the SHRA website 
www.shra.co.uk or the Borough Council 
website www.eastbourne.gov.uk and, 
if you agree with us that the report is 
badly flawed, join us in writing to:

Rt Hon Eric Pickles MP
Secretary of State for Communities
House of Commons 
London 
SW1A 0AA

Please convey your frustration at the 
failure of Eastbourne Borough Council 



to address the problems of Sovereign 
Harbour and its failure to create a 
sustainable community.  Please copy 
your letter to:

Stephen Lloyd MP,
House of Commons, 
London SW1A 0AA

and ask for his support in bringing this 
issue to the attention of the Secretary 
of State.

The SHRA has already written to the 
Secretary of State and to Stephen Lloyd 
and the letters have been published on 
the SHRA website www.shra.co.uk.  You 
might find the points raised in this letter 
useful when writing your own letter.

Past experience has shown that getting 
the attention of a Secretary of State is a 
difficult task.  Experience has also shown 
that the support of our MP, and weight 
of numbers is a compelling addition to 
the argument and adds greatly to the 
chance of being heard.

So, please take to time to write, and 
please encourage your friends and 
neighbours to do the same.   It’s time 
to bring an end to the exploitation 
of Sovereign Harbour and time for 
residents to get a fair crack of the whip.

Council Bows to Pressure

Greenfield land at Kings Drive and Priory 
Heights will not be included in long term 
plans for future housing.

Both locations were part of the 
consultation process which looked at 
various options for new homes and 
community facilities across Eastbourne 
and recommended further housing at 
Sovereign Harbour.

Outline plans submitted for the site 
sparked outrage among local residents 
and Eastbourne Borough Council has 
bowed to public pressure and announced 
that it would not include the two sites in 
any long term plans for future housing 
development.

Council leader, Cllr. David Tutt, is quoted 
in the Eastbourne Herald as saying: “This 

is a great example of local democracy; 
we included these sites in the extensive 
consultation on housing land within the 
town in order to seek public opinion. 

This will strengthen the council’s case 
should applications to build on these 
open spaces be refused by the council 
and appealed by the applicant to the 
independent Planning Inspectorate.

I am delighted that local people have 
resoundingly rejected building at either 
of these locations.”

It seems the opinions of Kings Drive 
residents carry much more weight 
than those of Sovereign Harbour.  Or 
is it because this land is not owned by 
Carillion, the company the Borough 
Council has always, for some reason, 
never had the stomach to fight?

Speaking of the appalling LDF Core 
Spatial Strategy Report, Cllr. Tutt said, 
“This hugely important piece of work will 
help shape Eastbourne in the long term. 

It is essential we do everything we can 
to engage as many residents as possible 
in the process and encourage their views 
on the preferred strategy that will be 
presented later this year.”

Must we assume that Sovereign Harbour 
Residents are not considered to be 
residents of Eastbourne?

Please write to Cllr. Tutt to express your 
disgust at the shameful way in which the 
council he leads is ignoring the needs of 
harbour residents.

You can write to:

Cllr. David Tutt
Eastbourne Borough Council
Town Hall
Grove Road
Eastbourne  BN21 4UG

E-mail Cllr. Tutt on:

councillor.tutt@eastbourne.gov.uk
cllr.david.tutt@eastsussex.gov.uk

Please also copy our ward councillors:

councillor.bloom@eastbourne.gov.uk
councillor.salsbury@eastbourne.gov.uk
councillor.tarrant@eastbourne.gov.uk



SHRA AGM (by Rick Runalls)

It was great to see this year’s SHRA 
AGM so well attended with about 150 
members filling the Haven School Hall 
on 27th May.  

Chairman, Jan Weeks, welcomed invited 
guests Cllr. David Elkin (ESCC, Sovereign 
Ward Councillor) and our Neighbourhood 
Police officers.   Our three Borough 
ward councillors were also invited to 
the meeting, but disappointingly none 
attended.  Jan also offered a particularly 
warm welcome to Eastbourne’s new MP, 
Stephen Lloyd when he arrived for the 
second part of the meeting

In the absence of new expressions of 
interest in joining the SHRA Committee, 
the meeting agreed by a show of hands 
that the 2009/10 committee should be 
re-appointed for 2010/11.

In the general discussion that took place 
several issues of interest to residents 
were debated This presented a timely 
opportunity to make members aware 
of a major threat that had recently 
arisen.  Members were informed of a 
report, ‘Local Development Framework: 
Core Spatial Development Strategy 
(20.05.10)’  that was recently published 
following a town-wide consultation 
exercise.  (A link to this can be found 
on the SHRA website, we urge you to 
read it).

The members present found it almost 
beyond belief, given the battles that 
residents fought over previous planning 
applications, that the Borough Council 
is now promoting more housing on the 
Harbour.  The strategy ignores the cross-
party policy, previously supported by 
EBC leader Cllr. Tutt, that there should 
be no further residential development on 
the harbour.  The commitment to rectify 
the injustices faced by the Harbour 
community has apparently disappeared 
in any tangible form, along with the 
much vaunted Master Plan. 

It is clear that the community is moving 
into ‘interesting times’, but we’ve 
seen them before. Once again the 

commercial interests of a development 
company are coming to the fore and 
once again it appears that EBC is rolling 
over and sacrificing the interests of the 
Harbour community.  The situation not 
surprisingly gave rise to some anger 
from the members present, who gave 
SHRA its full support in moving forward 
with a campaign to get this new policy 
re-considered.

At the end of the ‘business’ part of 
the meeting, the floor was given over 
to Stephen Lloyd, who started by 
recognising the mistakes that had 
been made at Sovereign Harbour by 
previous administrations. He expressed 
his support for the SHRA in its efforts 
to get the social infrastructure that the 
Harbour community needs, and re-
affirmed his commitment to make this 
one of his personal priorities as our MP.

In response to a question from  the 
floor Stephen proposed that the poor 
relationship with elected representatives 
was in part the responsibility of the 
SHRA.  However, it was explained to 
him that SHRA had always been willing 
to work with the ward councillors, but 
invitations had been ignored and in fact 
some councillors had actively tried to 
undermine the SHRA Committee.  The 
view was expressed that they clearly 
considered the SHRA to be a threat, 
rather than an organisation that could 
be engaged to the benefit of all.

SHRA members present commented 
that the attitude of the ward councillors 
was very clear given that they had failed 
to attend the AGM after being invited.

Stephen Lloyd re-affirmed that he 
would work for the Harbour, but in 
return wanted the SHRA Committee to 
use its expertise to ‘sell the Harbour’ 
for the broader benefit of Eastbourne 
by preparing information and attending 
meetings / functions around the town. 

He felt that the SHRA needed to ‘hold a 
hand out’ to the Town to break down the 
‘us and them’ attitude he perceived to 
exist. The members and the Committee 
commented that in their view there was 
no ‘us and them’ attitude and had wanted 



Unlocking the Trust

Since the report in the February 
issue of Waterlines, members of the 
SHRA committee and the board of the 
Sovereign Harbour Trust have held 
positive and productive discussions at 
which Sovereign Harbour residents’ 
concerns were spelled out to the Trust.

The meeting ended with both sides 
agreeing that future relations should be 
maintained in an open and co-operative 
basis.

The meeting examined the background 
to the plan to transfer the rent charge 
arrangements and collections to a 
wholly owned subsidiary Community 
Interest Company or CIC. 

We were encouraged to hear that 
the costs of formation of the CIC and 
implementation of the plan have been, 
and will continue to be, borne by 
Carillion, in satisfaction of its original 
commitment to establish a viable and 
long term scheme for funding sea 
defence work.

to become ‘part of the Town’.  The point 
was made that it is difficult to feel part 
of the broader Eastbourne community 
when the Harbour is treated in the way 
it is, and does not get the same degree 
of respect and support as other areas of 
the Town.  It was also pointed out that in 
different circumstances the Committee 
would try and do something to promote 
the Harbour in support of Eastbourne’s 
interests, but SHRA has only a small 
committee already working to capacity 
to fight the big issues affecting the 
Harbour community.  Of course 
once the Council and Carillion could 
demonstrate they were delivering the 
missing social facilities as part of a plan 
for the concluding development of the 
Harbour then the pressure would come 
off and there would be time to do more 
to help Eastbourne. The question was 
asked why our ward councillors aren’t 
contributing to ‘selling the Harbour’?

The meeting was lively and useful. Jan 
Weeks concluded by thanking the invited 
guests and in particular Stephen Lloyd 
for taking time out of his busy schedule. 

Those of you who were at the SHRA AGM 
will remember Rick Runalls speaking of 
Linus Gunning, a loyal and long-serving 
SHRA supporter, who was unable to 
attend through illness.  Sadly, he has 
since died.

Linus was born in 
Sligo, Ireland on 23rd 
September 1933, the 
son of an ‘on-course’ 
bookmaker, from whom 
he developed his life-
long love of horse racing.  
Some of you will have 
joined him on the trips 
he organised to race 
meetings through the 
Sovereign Harbour Racing 
Club.

He was passionate about politics in 
the broadest sense and was totally 
committed to encouraging engagement 
with the democratic process, irrespective 
of political persuasion.  Some of you, 

we’re sure, will have attended one 
of his ‘cross-party’ debates at the 
Eastbourne Centre.

Linus was a truly unforgettable member 
of the harbour community; committed 

to making the harbour 
a better place in which 
to live, and a passionate 
supporter of the SHRA, 
having at one time been 
its treasurer.  A charming 
man, who was a fighter 
when necessary.  He will 
be missed by his friends, 
and the community will be 
poorer for his passing.

Our sympathy goes to 
Margaret, his wife of 

47 years, his three children and six 
grandchildren.

His funeral will be held in the main chapel 
of the Eastbourne Crematorium on 18th 
June at 4:00pm.  All are welcome



SHRA and the Trust are continuing 
discussions about the representation of 
home owner residents on the board of 
the CIC and a further announcement 
about that can be expected in a later 
issue of Waterlines.

In the meantime, in the interest of 
progress and as a gesture of good will, 
SHRA has withdrawn its objections to 
the plan, reported in the April issue of 
Waterlines, and has notified the Charity 
Commission and the CIC regulator 
accordingly, so that the plan can be 
moved forward. 

Both teams look forward to working 
together in the future. 

Sussex WRAS (by Trevor Weeks) 

I was listening to BBC Radio Sussex this 
week and I was surprised that people are 
still feeding bread and milk to hedgehogs. 
If you are still doing so, please stop.  
This can be fatal to hedgehogs especially 
youngsters which are being born at the 
moment.  This warm weather is not doing 
hedgehogs much of a favour too, making 
it difficult for them to find food.  As 

most of you will know I am not a fan of 
artificial feeding and prefer nature food 
sources to be planted and encouraged.  
However there are times when artificial 
feeding is beneficial, and would urge 
you to put out fresh water and a little 
food for hedgehogs at this warm time of 
the year as young hedgehogs are being 
born.

We are getting a few calls at the 
moment about snakes in gardens. We 
have three snakes native to the UK. The 
grass snake, the Adder and the Smooth 
snake.  The Smooth snake is rare and 
not believed to be in Sussex. We do 
however have plenty of grass snakes 
and Adders.  Grass snake like damp and 
wet areas more than Adders do and its 
normally the Grass Snake which will 
visit ponds and take fish. 

We are frequently asked if we can catch 
and move snakes but this is illegal as 
snakes are protected by law. If you 
have a snake visiting your garden you 
are likely to have others and moving 
this one will not stop them from existing 
in the general area of your garden. 



Harbour residents look set to enjoy a 
unique and fun-filled music event on 
Sunday 4th of July from 11:00am to 
7:00pm.  ‘Swamp Aid’, featuring some of 
the South East’s hottest Cajun, Zydeco 
and New Orleans-influenced bands and 
dancers will be held near the entrance 
of the Waterfront restaurant complex 
next to Bright Ideas. All proceeds from 
the event will go to Greater New Orleans 
Foundation’s (GNOF) Gulf Coast Oil 
Spill Fund, which will support work that 
helps the communities and wildlife most 
affected by the spill.

Bands with musical influences from 
Southern Louisiana have been gaining 
in popularity throughout Europe, and 
some of the regions’ hottest bands 
are queueing up to support their Gulf 
Coast cousins. These include The Cajun 
Dawgs,  Jumbo Gumbo, Doctor Savage, 
Arcadian Driftwood and The Fabulous 
Jazz Caverners.  Those who’ve never 
experienced the sheer excitement of 
Cajun dance will have the chance to 
watch and take part: dancers will be 
joining in the fun and there will be a free 
workshop featuring dance instruction for 

members of the public. 

Organiser Zephyr Grayland – who 
grew up on the Gulf Coast – said: ‘The 
bands taking part in this event owe 
their musical heritage to the gumbo 
of multicultural communities found in 
Southern Louisiana.  The Gulf Coast oil 
spill is a monumental environmental 
catastrophe which threatens to destroy 
forever a wildlife paradise, and the 
unique communities which live within it.  
The aim of this music festival is to share 
this rich cultural heritage while showing 
solidarity with the people affected and 
raising funds to help them. Sovereign 
Harbour, which has a fishing fleet, 
restaurants and recreational boating, 
has much in common with their Gulf 
Coast counterparts.  It would be a nice 
gesture to show that people in other 
countries do care and want to help.’

For further information, contact Zephyr 
Grayland: 07971-908141.

Visit:

www.gnof.org
www.cajunrockers.com

Harbour Hosts ‘Swamp Aid’ Music Festival on 4th July



Award for Committee Member 

At the 2010 Eastbourne Achievers 
Award Event, held in the Winter Gardens 
on 26th May, SHRA committee member, 
Ian Weeks was the winner of the 
‘Good Neighbour/Unsung Hero’ award, 
sponsored by Eastbourne Homes.

Ian said, “I am immensely proud to have 
received this award which, although 
presented to me is,  I believe, recognition 
of the hard work of the whole SHRA 
committee, and what it has achieved for 
the Sovereign Harbour community.  I 
would like to offer my sincere thanks to 
all of those who nominated me.”

The Swamp Aid event has really caught 
the imagination of people from a variety 
of local organisations, as well as Cajun 
music fans from a wide area.  It is being 
supported by the Waterfront Traders, 
the Rotary Club of Sovereign Harbour 
and the SHRA.  We are grateful to 
the Borough Council lead member for 
tourism, Cllr. Neil Stanley, for his help 
in ‘oiling the wheels’ to help get the 
necessary documentation processed to 
ensure the event can proceed.

Many harbour residents will remember 
Zephyr as the driving force behind the 
‘No to B&Q’ campaign and, although she 
no longer lives on the harbour, she is still 
a very strong advocate for the rights of 
harbour residents and their needs.

SHRA Chairman, Jan Weeks, said: 
“This is a great opportunity to show the 
potential that Sovereign Harbour has 
to host such events whilst, at the same 
time, supporting such a worthwhile 
cause.  It is also a great opportunity to 
repay Zephyr for her past efforts and for 
her continuing support.

We hope that as many harbour residents 
as possible will give their support.”

It is expected that visitor numbers could 
be quite high, especially if the weather 
is good, so additional marshals might be 
needed.  If you are able to help, please 
contact Zephyr directly on 07971-
908141.



Make More Use of the Website

Health Centre Update

Under the management of the SHRA 
webmaster, Tony Smith, the SHRA 
website www.shra.co.uk has become 
an invaluable tool for keeping up with 
news, not just from the harbour, but 
from all around the town.

The number of visitors to the site are 
increasing month on month and in May 
there were almost 7,000 unique visits.  
There is evidence that the site is not 
only visited by harbour residents, but 

We received the following update on 
progress with the Sovereign Harbour 
Health Centre from the Project Manager, 
Peter Waugh.

“We have almost agreed the headline 
terms for buying the site from Carillion 
and we have submitted our final figures 
to the NHS for their support. Aspects 
of detailed design have been submitted 
to the Council as required under our 
planning permission and these are being 
dealt with by planning officers and our 
architects. 

A landscape design has been completed 
by TGD landscape architects, who 
have designed landscaping elsewhere 
around the Harbour and know our local 
conditions well. Pine trees , knee-high 
prickly shrubs , shingle and grass are 
the main features ; plans will be up in 
the surgery when they are ready. 

A builder, ‘The Construction Partnership’ 
of  Surrey, has been chosen as the 
Preferred Contractor for the project.   
They have an excellent record for 
buildings of the type, scale and quality 
which we want. We look forward 
to giving more detail of building 
arrangements as these emerge. The 
needs of our immediate neighbours 
during the construction period will be 
an important consideration in planning 
these arrangements.”

We will keep you updated on future 
developments through Waterlines and 
the website.

by people from all over the Town, and 
beyond.  It is not unusual for items from 
the SHRA website to pop up in the local 
press. 

As well as news, there are pages with 
information on local events, minutes of 
past meetings, dozens of very useful links 
to other websites, a list of recommended 
tradespeople, details of harbour clubs, 
businesses and services and all of the 
51 previous issues of Waterlines are 
archived for reference; the list goes on 
and on.

There is a ‘Letters’ page where you 
can share your views, or respond to 
somebody else’s views.  It’s been a 
great disappointment that this facility is 
not widely used.  The page is moderated 
so that extreme views can be eliminated 
but, provided that you keep within 
normally accepted bounds, you can say 
whatever you want to say.

If you have items to sell, or are looking 
for something special, why not advertise 
free on the ‘For Sale’ page.

If you have taken a photograph that 
you feel you would like to share, send it 
to Tony for consideration for the online 
photo gallery.

But always remember, this is your 
website.  If you have an event to publish, 
contact Tony.  If you have a news item 
that you think is worth sharing, contact 
Tony

Why not make the SHRA website your 
‘Home Page’ so that you’re always up-
to-date with what’s going on in and 
around the harbour; it’s very easy to do 
and only takes a minute.

In Internet Explorer or Mozilla Firefox, 
navigate to the SHRA website and 
then click the ‘Tools’ button and select 
‘Internet Options’ (IE) or ‘Options’ 
(Firefox).

The window that is displayed will have 
a reference to the ‘Home Page’ and 
the address of the SHRA website will 
be displayed.  Click on the button ‘Use 
Current’, and then every time you log on 
to the Internet, you will be taken directly 
to the SHRA site.



Free Computer Training

Harbour WI

‘
Myguide’ computer 
sessions are being 
offered at the East 

Sussex County Council Mobile Office in 
the Waterfront car park, opposite the 
Yacht Club on Tuesdays from 2:00pm to 
4:00pm.

Myguide is a collection of online tutorials 
that range from basic computer skills 
to ‘Understanding shopping online’. 
There are courses on job hunting, family 
history, eBay and many others.

The online courses are self-sufficient, 
the learner sits at a PC (on the Office) 
and follows the on-screen prompts, or 
listens to the words being read out via 
headphones. 

Everyone is eligible as long as they are 
over 16 years old. Why not go along and 
give it a try; what do you have to lose?

After welcoming seven visitors and 57 
members to the May meeting of the 
Harbour WI, the President, Freda Stalker 
asked which of the many proposed 
resolutions the Ladies would like to 
see taken to the National Federation of 
Women’s Institute’s AGM in Cardiff. 

They voted unanimously for two very 
similar proposals. One to call on Her 
Majesty’s Government to limit imports 
of foreign foods and promote local 
produce; and the other asking for 
clearer labelling of food to give the 
country of origin and not just the last 
country to process the food.

With the serious business of voting 
over, Freda went on to tell the Ladies 
the good news that a Bursary for £300 
had been won in a raffle at a meeting 
with Westham WI and that a winning 
name was to be picked out of a hat in 
the next couple of months.

Gill Nokes, the Social Secretary, 
reminded the Ladies about the trip to 
Leonardslee on the 20th May and the 
Wheatsheaf Lunch on the 17th June. 
The theatre trip to see “Calendar Girls” 
is a sell-out, as is the Coffee Morning at 
the Grand, and that’s not until October! 
She also plans an outing to the Brick 
Lane Music Hall in November – so lots 
to look forward to!

Gill’s sister, Carol Kirby, devised a 
‘Quirky Quiz’ to entertain the Ladies 
after tea. Teams of six had to answer 
50 very diverse questions. The winning 
team each received a bottle of wine. 
They obviously knew what a baby spider 
was called and how to spell ‘fuchsia’!!

The Craft Club met on the 17th May at 
Pevensey Bay Baptist Church Hall and 
founding President, Heather Hyrapiet, 
gave a workshop on ‘Sugarcraft’. Those 
who took part all went home with a 
delightful ‘Rose Posy’. All their own 
work! Very satisfying!

The Harbour WI meets every 2nd 
Monday of the month at 2:00pm in the 
Sovereign Suite of the Harbour Yacht 

Club. Next month’s Meeting will be on 
the 14th June and is a talk by Dr. Sheila 
Innes about her life in the BBC entitled 
“Are You Sitting Comfortably?”

The Membership for The Harbour WI has 
reached a maximum for the premises 
where it is held, but there is a waiting 
list for anybody who wishes to join in 
the future.

VISITORS ARE ALWAYS WELCOME

For further information please contact 
Freda Stalker on 471798



Sovereign Harbour Rotary Club      

The Rotary Club of Sovereign Harbour 
was chartered at an inaugural meeting 
on Tuesday 8th June.

The club passed the required charter 
membership of twenty, and managed it 
in under twelve months.  Rotary Club 
of Sovereign Harbour President, Don 
Perman said: “This is entirely due to 
the enthusiasm and welcoming attitude 
of our members.  We have a wide cross 
section, including six ladies, and they 
epitomise the Rotary ethos of helping 
others and having fun whilst doing it.”

On Saturday 5th June, the members of 
the Sovereign Harbour Rotary joined 
other local Rotarians in the grounds of 
Prospect House in Lower Dicker for a 
‘Hog Roast’

Apart from the delicious meal of spit-
roasted pork and a variety of salads, 
there was a well stocked, and well 
used bar, operated by Don Perman, and 
everybody had a great time.

Entertainment was provided by the  Old 
Star Morris Dancers and the Pentacle 
Drummers, and members of the public 
were invited to join Old Star for their 
final dance.

For more information on the Sovereign 
Harbour Rotary, call Don Perman on 
01323-479713



Community Police Update        

PC Ed Faulkner and PCSO Martin Hylands

SH Neighbourhood Panel News

The Neighbourhood Policing Team were 
very proud to be invited to the SHRA AGM 
recently.   Our links with the Association 
have always been very strong and we 
were pleased to be able to show our 
support  We met many familiar faces and 
some new ones.  We wish the committee 
well for the forthcoming year.  

We also congratulate Ian Weeks on 
his “Good Neighbour” award; richly 
deserved.   

We are seeing some changes to the way 
that Neighbourhood Policing Team is 
interacting with residents at the moment.   
We are moving towards having “Mobile 
Police Stations” at busy places in each 
area to try and speak with as many 
residents as possible.  

In the future we will be at ASDA and 
the Waterfront to meet residents to 
discuss their concerns with lots of crime 
prevention information.  This is currently 
under trial so, if you have any feedback 
from it, please let us know.  

Finally, following a suggestion at a 
recent street meeting we hope to be able 
to discuss the idea of a “No Cold Calling 
zone” in both North and South Harbours, 
ensuring that residents are not caused 
annoyance by doorstep salesmen, or 
have the concern of bogus callers.  

I hope to be able to bring you some more 
information on this in the future.  

As always, PCSO Martin Hylands and I 
are always around should you have any 
issues for us.  Our contact numbers can 
be found on the SHRA website, or the 
Sussex Police site.

Sussex Police are launching an umbrella 
operation to ensure that any suspicious 
activity that takes place along the Sussex 
Coast is investigated and reported fully.  

Operation Kraken will involve local PC’s, 
PCSO’s, along with Intelligence Officers, 
and will target any activity or behaviour 
reported by residents and businesses 
that could be deemed as involved in 
crime or illegal activity. 

The aim is to build a detailed picture 
or organisations, businesses, groups, 
and individuals who are working around 
the coastal environment to encourage 
reporting and identify vulnerabilities to 
enable Sussex Police to deal with them 
in an appropriate way.  

PC Faulkner, Neighbourhood Constable 
said “I understand there is a lot of 
concern amongst residents regarding 
the safety and vulnerabilities within 
the working harbour environment, we 
receive excellent support from residents 
on all manner of incidents. 

I very much hope residents will continue 
to report suspicious activities to myself 
or PCSO Hylands directly, or to Sussex 
Police on 0845 60 70 999.”

Police Launch ‘Operation Kraken’       

At the last Neighbourhood Panel meeting, 
the main priority as usual was dog 
mess.  There are now over 20 dog bins 
and several dual purpose bins within the 
harbour and close surrounding  areas, 
please  use  them.  Since the meeting 
Sue Criddle, the EBC Dog Welfare Officer 
has been on spot patrols around the 
harbour walkways and the beach front,  
thanks to her vigilance there is a lot less 
mess about.  Whilst on the subject of 
dogs we like to ask you to make sure 
that your dog is safely on a lead when 
crossing the lock gates and bridges, and 
walking through the Waterfront area. 

For updates on Sovereign Harbour 
Neighbourhood Panel Meetings go to 
www.eastbournnp.org  



Harbour Clubs and Groups
For more information on any of these groups, call the number given, or visit the 

‘Harbour Clubs’ page of the SHRA website (www.shra.co.uk).

Sovereign Harbour Art Group

Sovereign Harbour  Yacht Club

New members welcome. You don’t need to 
own a boat - social members also welcome.  

Enjoy the friendly clubhouse, good food 
and  great fun. Open Tuesday-Thursday 
17:00-22:30, Friday-Saturday 12:00-
23:00 and Sundays 12:00-22:30. 

Call in anytime or contact Alison, 
membership secretary, on 479429 for 
more information

Strollers and Toners
Get fit, tone up, make friends, feel better

Mondays at 2:30 - 3:30pm. Cost £2.50

Thursdays at 9:15 - 10:15am 

Everyone is welcome and the sessions 
often run on with drinks on the harbour.

Please call Mari-Anne (fully qualified 
and insured) on 01323-479280. 
or visit: www.strollersandtoners.co.uk

Harbour Friends

Whether you are new to the Harbour or 
have lived here for sometime, joining 
Harbour Friends is a great way to meet 
new people.  Harbour Friends is a social 
group for Harbour residents of all ages, 
whether single or a couple.  The group 
meets every Sunday at 7:15pm in the first 
floor bar at the Yacht Club. 

If you are interested in joining, as long as 
you are a Harbour Resident, come along 
to our New Members evening which is held 
on the last Sunday of every month.

For more information visit our website at 
www.harbourfriends.co.uk. 

Or, ring Bev on 01323-479797 or e-mail 
her at bev@harbourfriends.co.uk

The Harbour Women’s Institute

The Harbour branch of the W.I. meets on 
the second Monday of the month at 2:00pm 
in the Sovereign Harbour Yacht Club.

If you are interested in taking part, please 
contact Freda Stalker on: 01323-471798.  
www.shra.co.uk/wi

Vet’s Football

The Vets Football Team has now been 
running successfully for over three years, 
but more players are welcome to join, 
from  the ages of 32 to 60, to play Sunday 
mornings on a casual basis.  

All abilities and fitness levels welcome. 
For more information, contact Frank: 
vetsfooty@hotmail.com 
www.shra.co.uk/vetsfootball.htm

Sovereign Harbour Racing Club

The Sovereign Harbour Racing Club meets 
on a number of occasions through the year 
for excursions to local racecourses.

For more information on the Racing Club, 
please visit www.shra.co.uk

Sovereign Harbour Social Club

The Sovereign Harbour Social Club meets 
every Wednesday from 10:00am to 
11:30am in Seamoor’s at the Waterfront 
for coffee.  

Each month, there will be one outing; 
lunch, theatre, places of interest.  

All are welcome.  For further details contact 
Sam Sweiry on 01323-479111.

www.harbourseniors.co.uk

The Sovereign Harbour Art Group meets 
in the Christ The King Church Hall, Princes 
Road on Thursdays 9:30am - 12:30pm. 

Learn to paint with acrylics, oils and pastels 
with an experienced art tutor in a friendly, 
relaxed and enjoyable environment.

Phone Angela on 07914-884378 or e-mail 
acrylicart@hotmail.co.uk

You might also like to visit the Art Group’s 
page of the SHRA website.
www.shra.co.uk/artgroup.htm



Alternatively, go to www.shra.co.uk/join to join or 
renew using your credit card through 

Sovereign Harbour Residents Association
Membership Application/Renewal 2010-2011

 
Title:                  

First name: 

Last name:  

Address:

   Sovereign Harbour North / South  *delete as applicable

Postcode: BN23    5

Telephone:                                -

E-mail: 

  

I apply for membership of the Sovereign Harbour Residents Association and 
understand that the information supplied above will be stored on a computer 
system.  I also understand that this information will not be disclosed to, or 
shared with, any other person or organisation.

Signature:   

This form, with a cheque for  The Membership Secretary,
£10.00 per household,   Sovereign Harbour Residents Association
payable to ‘SHRA’,  PO Box 124,
should be sent to: Eastbourne,
 East Sussex,   BN24 9AW.

 For SHRA use only.

 Date processed: 
         
 Membership number: 



Yacht Club Open Day

The Sovereign Harbour Yacht Club will 
be holding an open day Saturday 26th 
June from midday until 4:00pm.

To see what the Yacht Club has to offer, 
just call in on the day.  Alternatively,  for 
more information contact the membership 
secretary, Alison, on 479429.

SHRA Membership

The recently published LDF Core Spatial 
Strategy report is a good indication that, 
once again, the interests of harbour 
residents are about to take second place 
to the commercial imperatives of the 
developers.  

It looks as if Eastbourne Borough 
Council, finding itself with no cash, and 
no prospect of being able to fund the 
social infrastructure that its previous 
failed policies did not provide has 
resorted to the policy that it has always 
used in the past.  Trust the developers 
and hope everything will work out OK, 
and when it doesn’t blame harbour 
residents for being unreasonable.

Unfortunately, it seems as if we are set 
for another battle with Carillion and 
this time it seems we won’t be able to 
rely on the Borough Council to support 
us.  The SHRA will vigorously contest 
any attempt to foist further residential 
development on the harbour and will 
continue to insist that the remaining 
development land should be used to 
provide the facilities that residents need.

Our ability to conduct a campaign 
depends on the strength of our voice 
through the size of our membership, and  
the availability of the necessary funds.

Current membership numbers are good, 
but are below those at the peak of 
our previous campaigns.  Membership 
renewals are still coming in and we are 
still attracting new members.  However, 
the current phase of development is now 
almost complete and the supply of ‘new 
blood’ is coming to an end.

So, it’s up to you.  If you believe that 
Sovereign Harbour can’t sustain any 
further housing, and want to be part 
of the solution, join us now.  If you 
have been meaning to renew, but keep 
forgetting to do it, do it now.  United we 
can win, again!


