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SHRA Annual General Meeting

On 26th May, more than 100 people 
turned up at the Haven School, on a wet 
and blustery evening, for the SHRA AGM.

Chairman, Jan Weeks, welcomed the 
guests, Stephen Lloyd MP, Cllrs. Elkin, 
Ede, Jenkins and Warner and PCSOs 
Martin Hylands and Emma Kelvey.

Mrs. Weeks started the proceedings 
with a short review of the Committee 
Report for the past year, the full version 
of which, including the annual accounts, 
was available in hard copy for those at 
the meeting.  This is now available on 
the SHRA website.

Treasurer, Peter Thomas presented the 
accounts for the year, which showed the 
Association was in an excellent financial 
position.  Peter told the members that, 
thanks to our sponsors, the Association’s 
newsletter, Waterlines, had been 
produced at no cost to the members; 
in fact it had produced a small surplus.

Mrs Weeks then informed the members 
that, as the only nominations for 

election to the committee were from 
the existing members, the committee 
was re-elected by default, as required 
by the Constitution.  She did, however, 
ask for the approval of the members, 
which was given unanimously.

The microphone was then handed 
over to Stephen Lloyd who gave a 
summary of his activities on behalf 
of the constituency during his first 
year in Parliament.  He acknowledged 
the strength of feeling expressed by 
harbour residents over the proposed 
Local Development Framework (LDF) 
and pledged his support to the SHRA 
and Eastbourne Borough Council in 
producing a Master Plan for the final 
development of the harbour that 
addressed the past failures to provide 
the social facilities that are essential to 
the sustainability of the local community.

Mr Lloyd confirmed his support for 
the SHRA campaign for ‘No further 
residential development’, even if it put 
him in conflict with the Borough Council.  



He also welcomed the progress being 
made on the Harbour Medical Centre 
and paid tribute to the part paid by the 
SHRA in keeping pressure on the PCT to 
ensure it would be delivered.

Jan Weeks then asked the members 
for their approval to investigate the 
setting-up of a charitable trust into which 
the SHRA’s surplus income could be 
channelled, on the understanding that the 
members would be consulted before any 
action was taken.  After a short debate, 
this was approved, almost unanimously.

Sovereign Ward’s County Councillor, and 
leader of the Conservative group on the 
Borough Council, David Elkin was then 
introduced.  Cllr. Elkin gave a summary 
of the issues within the control of the 
County.  He echoed Mr Lloyd’s comments 
on the medical centre and also praised Dr 
Adoki for having the courage to commit 
his personal finance to the project.

Cllr Elkin said he shared residents’ 
frustration over the continuing delays on 
providing the North-South bus link, but 
assured the members that the delays 
were temporary and progress was being 
made.  He said that his group would put 
party politics to one side and would work 
with anybody, at any time, to achieve 
what was best for Eastbourne, and in 
particular for the harbour.

Cllr. Elkin then introduced the three new 
Borough Ward Councillors, Philip Ede, 
Gordon Jenkins and Patrick Warner.  All 
four councillors committed to working 
with residents to ensure that the missing 
facilities would be provided.

The meeting was then opened up for a 
general question and answer session.  
Stewart Mitchell made the point that 
council officers seemed to be in control 
of the council.  He expressed concern 
that the LDF report appeared to have 
been deliberately skewed in favour of the 
land owner and he asked the question, 
“who is running the council?”

Cllr Elkin responded that elected 
members were ultimately responsible 
for the council’s decisions.  His group, 
he said, would carefully scrutinise the 
actions of the council officers and apply 
pressure where necessary.

Cllr Warner welcomed the talks on a 
new Master Plan which, he said, was an 
opportunity for all interested parties to 
take a fresh look at the situation and 
make a fresh start, but recognising the 
weight of residents’ aspirations.

Cllr. Elkin pledged that his group would be 
ready to apply pressure where necessary 
to ensure residents’ needs were met.

The impact of the huge number of 
residents attending the LDF consultation, 
he said, had been immense, and had 
serious repercussions within the council. 
He added, that the power of people 
pressure should not be underestimated, 
and the effect on members of a planning 
committee of several hundred passionate 
residents on the other side of the table 
was a major contributor to their decision 
making.

After some further interesting debates, Jan 
thanked the members and guests for their 
support and closed the meeting at 9:30pm.



Sovereign Ward’s New Borough Councillors

Philip Ede                    Gordon Jenkins             Patrick Warner

Philip Ede was born in Eastbourne in 
1973. He was educated at Eastbourne 
College and the University of Kent at 
Canterbury and has lived in Sovereign 
Harbour since the beginning of 2006. 

He has worked for many years in both 
the private and public sector, and 
can relate to the challenges of both 
environments. 

He considers Eastbourne to be a unique 
place to live, quite different from 
other seaside towns, and realises the 
importance of preserving these unique 
qualities for future generations and 
visitors to enjoy. He is very keen to 
see Sovereign Harbour consolidated as 
a sustainable community with its own 
cultural and commercial hub, so that it 
may attract more visitors and establish 
a reputation for being ‘the place to be’.

Tel: 01323-470795

councillor.ede@eastbourne.gov.uk

Gordon Jenkins was born in Highgate, 
North London in 1951 and moved to 
Eastbourne in 2009.

Gordon has worked all his life in the 
printing industry, starting as an apprentice 
hand compositor.  His interests include 
politics, reading, cooking and sport.  He 
is a member of the Arsenal Football Club, 
which he has supported since the age of 
nine.

He has been an active member of the 
Conservative Party since 1965, and 
served as an elected member of Bromley 
Council for fourteen years and has 
been an Honorary Alderman since his 
retirement in 2010.  His main interests 
were in the Planning and Development 
Control arena. 

At various stages he was Chairman of 
the Development Control Committee, 
Planning Committees, Strategy and 
Resources PDS and Chairman of the 
Conservative Group.                  (over)



Crumbles Story Helps Children

‘The Crumbles Story’, written by local 
author, Anne Botha, is a history of the 
area in which Sovereign Harbour was 
developed.  Over the past few years, 
the book has been avaiable to purchase 
through the SHRA website and, for 
every copy sold, Anne donates 30% to a 
charity of our choice.  Past beneficiaries 
have included the RNLI and the Sussex 
WRAS.  This year, the chosen charity was 
Chestnut Tree House, which gives care 
to life limited children and young adults.

On 27th May, at the Sovereign Harbour 
Waterfront, Anne Botha presented a 
cheque for £112, in respect of Crumbles 
Story sales, to Louise Collins from the 
Chestnut Tree House.

Anne Botha said, “I’m delighted that my 
book is being read by so many harbour 
residents, and is helping such worthwhile 
causes.”

Louise Collins said. “The support of 
organisations like the SHRA, is essential 
to the maintainance of our services.”

   0753 500 4647

www.sdcinteriors.co.uk

www.sdcinteriors.co.uk

(Ward Councillors Continued)
On moving to Eastbourne Gordon became 
heavily involved in the Conservative 
Association holding first the role of 
Deputy Chairman with responsibility for 
Membership and Fundraising, then the 
deputy Chairman Political.  He was the 
Election Agent for Nigel Waterson, in 
the 2010 General Election.

Tel: 07771-760159

councillor.jenkins@eastbourne.gov.uk

Patrick Warner is a lifelong Eastbourne 
resident; he has lived in Sovereign Ward 
with his wife, two young children and 
their much loved dog since 2004. 

Some of you will remember Patrick as he 
served the area previously as Councillor 
between 2002 and 2007.

Patrick says he is keen to put his 
experience of running his popular local 
family business to good use by ensuring 
that you are represented by Councillors 
who are focussed on the service they 
offer residents and in dealing with 
challenges and issues that affect life in 
every part of the ward. 

He is determined that your vote for the 
Conservative Team for Sovereign Ward 
on May 5th, will mean action and results.

Tel: 01323-471679

councillor.warner@eastbourne.gov.uk

We look forward to working with our 
new councillors in providing the social 
infrastructure that is still lacking at 
Sovereign Harbour.  We hope that together 
we can help rescue Eastbourne’s ‘Jewel in 
the Crown’.



www.harbourhandyman.com

All your Property Maintenance Needs
Landlords’ Maintenance and Management Service

Harbour Handyman

Fast Free Quote  Call Rob today   T: 01323-478239  M: 07957-611040

Tried and Trusted
30 Years Experience

CRB Checked

Decorating - Repairs - UPVC Cladding - Tiling - Project Management

Health Centre Takes Shape

Community Police Update   
by PC Ed Faulkner      

PC Ed Faulkner and PCSO Martin Hylands

Last month saw the return of “Operation 
Pedalo” which saw six officers patrolling 
the Harbour in both uniform and plain 
clothes targeting anti-social behaviour 
(ASB), damage, and thefts.  This meant 
around 160 hours of patrols were put 
in by your neighbourhood policing team. 

The effects of the operation won’t be 
known for some weeks, however, initial 
results seem to suggest a big fall in asb 
in the area.  We have had a number 
of complaints about children using the 
water feature on South Harbour as 
a paddling pool.  We are working to 
address this and trying to identify those 
responsible.  Please let us know if you 
have any information about this. 

There has been a lot in the media recently 
on changes to the way Sussex Police is 
working, including changes to the Police 
Station opening hours etc.  I am very 
pleased to say that there is no change 
to your neighbourhood team, and we 
will still be patrolling and responding 
as we always have. Full details of the 
changes to station opening hours are on 
the Sussex Police website. 

As ever, if you have anything you want 
to talk to us about please let us know, 
as neighbourhood officers we are here to 
help.

We have received this progress update 
on the Harbour Health Centre from 
Project Coordinator, Peter Waugh.

“The building is already over 20% 
complete although it is just coming 
out of the ground. Having completed 
the piling, they have poured concrete 
into trenches to form steel-reinforced 
‘ground beams’ and the pre-made floor 
slabs will be brought in and craned into 
position any day. You can now see the 
base of the lift shaft from outside of the 
site fence, and make out the shape of 
some of the rooms.

It is some time since the project began 
so, as we go we are checking on one 
or two points of technology to see that 
we are still up to the minute in energy 
conservation, IT and health care.”

Since then, the warm dry weather has 
allowed excellent progress to be made. 
Building is already up to the second storey 
and, if progress continues at this rate, it 
won’t be long before the roof is on.

Check the SHRA website for future 
progress reports.



Veterans Football Challenge Match

RNLI Update

(by Bob Jeffery)

I’m Bob Jeffery and I am the volunteer 
press officer for Eastbourne RNLI 
lifeboats. As this is the first of what 
we hope will become a regular feature 
in Waterlines I thought it appropriate 
to start with a potted history of our 
lifeboats and a general update of 
significant events to date.

It may surprise newer residents that 
there has been a lifeboat in Eastbourne 
since 1822, this was two years before 
the RNLI was even founded. There are 
currently two boats serving Eastbourne 
and its environs; an all-weather Mersey 
class (ALB) which is moored in the 
outer harbour, and a D-Class inshore 
(ILB) housed in a separate boathouse 
at Fishermans Green. These cover 
an area between Cooden Beach and 
the Belle Tout lighthouse just west of 
Beachy Head, and as far offshore as is 
necessary, even as far as the French 
coast if required. 

The RNLI is a charitable organisation 
funded entirely by legacies and voluntary 
contributions. The majority of the crew 
are unpaid volunteers who also have to 
hold down ‘day jobs’ but still respond to 
their pagers 24/7. We are a non political 
organisation and operate completely 
independently of government funding 
or control. 

RNLI Eastbourne is one of the busiest 
coastal stations among the 235 situated 
nationwide. Last year we launched 
112 times and rescued 118 people. At 
the time of writing we have already 

launched to 43 different incidents this 
year ranging from people being trapped 
by the rising tide, medical evacuations 
from commercial shipping many miles 
out to sea and to mechanical failures of 
local pleasure craft.

Due to our significant status within the 
RNLI we have recently been informed 
that our current all-weather boat will be 
replaced next year with the latest vessel in 
the RNLI fleet, one of the new Tamar class 
ALB’s. This is the most advanced boat the 
RNLI have ever commissioned and costs 
a staggering £2.7million pounds so watch 
out, you will shortly be deafened by the 
rattling of collection tins to help pay for 
it - and hopefully be able to contribute to 
saving even more lives at sea!

In future this item will keep you up 
to date with rescues undertaken and 
general news surrounding the station. 
Recent launches are always posted at 
the ALB station adjacent to the locks 
and can also be found on our website at 
www.eastbournernli.org.uk

In the meantime stay safe and remember, 
your lifejacket will only save your life if 
you’re wearing it.

The now annual ‘Challenge Match’ took 
place on Sunday 1st May ,a lovely warm 
day, with the veterans from Croydon 
coming out on top in a close fought  2-1 
match .

Although The Sovereign Harbour 
Veterans had the luxury of fielding a 
different side in each half,  and despite a 
lot of late pressure, they could not get the 



Fully Qualified City and Guilds - 15 years experience
Tel: 01323-479082     Mob: 07909-791456     E-mail: rchrdwarner@aol.com
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equaliser they probably deserved against 
their more experienced opponents. So 
alas, the Croydon Veterans took home 
the recently donated challenge trophy 
until next year when hopefully it can 
be regained by The Sovereign Harbour 
Veterans.

As you can see from the photo the 
numbers have grown from the early 
years and  they now have a couple of 
players on a waiting list, ready to join 
the Harbour Veterans Football team, 
whose numbers continue to grow. 

After the match the Croydon players 
and the Sovereign Vets and wives and 
partners met up in The Garden Bar for 
an after match drink and a portion of 
sausage and chips each, prepared by 
Eddie in The Chippy downstairs.  Thanks 
to Eddie for the excellent food and to 
Ron for allowing us to eat them in his 
bar.

WRAS - A New Way of Donating

Thanks to a new scheme set up by 
Justgiving and Vodafone there is a new 
way you can give to East Sussex WRAS 
to help them assist wildlife in need.

All you need to do is send a text to 70070 
with a message starting “WRAS11” 
followed by how much you want to 
donate, such as “£1” or “£5”.  

Its that simple, and if you pay UK tax, 
you can then click on the link which will 
be sent to your phone so that they can 
claim gift aid on your donation, at no 
extra cost to you.

Harbour Community Association

The Harbour Community Association 
(HCA) was awarded £4,000 from the 
Ward Councillors’ Devolved Budget 
to further its aims in facilitating social 
activities for Harbour Residents.

Since January 2011, the HCA has booked 
the Haven School every Friday evening 
during term time for very successful 
Zumba dance classes.

From September 2011 there will be 
further activities, starting with Carpet 
Bowls on Thursday evenings.  Drama 
Group to follow soon; look out for further 
announcements. 

You can show your interest in this, 
and other activities, by registering in 
advance. Membership of The Harbour 
Community Association is FREE to all 
harbour Residents over the age of 18.  

To register for HCA membership, pick up 
a form from the Haven School on Friday 
evening.  

Alternatively you can down load a form 
from the webpage www.shra.co.uk/hca 
or email hca@shra.co.uk   



Harbour Clubs and Groups
For more information on any of these groups, call the number given, or visit the ‘Harbour Clubs’ page of the SHRA website (www.shra.co.uk).

Sovereign Harbour Art Group

Harbour Friends
Whether you are new to the Harbour or 
have lived here for sometime, joining 
Harbour Friends is a great way to meet 
new people.  Harbour Friends is a social 
group for Harbour residents of all ages, 
whether single or a couple.  The group 
meets every Sunday at 7:15pm in the 
first floor bar at the Yacht Club. 

If you are interested in joining, as long 
as you are a Harbour Resident, come 
along to our New Members evening 
which is held on the last Sunday of 
every month.

For more information visit our website 
at www.harbourfriends.co.uk. 

Or, ring Bev on 01323-479797 or e-mail 
her at bev@harbourfriends.co.uk

The Harbour Women’s Institute

The Harbour branch of the W.I. meets 
on the second Monday of the month at 
2:00pm in the Sovereign Harbour Yacht 
Club.

If you are interested in taking part, 
please contact Freda Stalker on: 01323-
471798.  www.shra.co.uk/wi

Vet’s Football

The Vets Football Team has now been 
running successfully for over three 
years, but more players are welcome to 
join, from  the ages of 32 to 60, to play 
Sunday mornings on a casual basis.  

All abilities and fitness levels welcome. 
For more information, contact Frank: 
v e t s f o o t y @ h o t m a i l . c o m 
www.shra.co.uk/vetsfootball.htm

Sovereign Singers

Sovereign Singers is an all female choir 
that performs in aid of the Eastbourne 
Blind Society.  New members are 
welcome.

For more information, call 01323 470445 
or email: musictime@uwclub.net

The Sovereign Harbour Art Group meets 
in the Christ The King Church Hall, 
Princes Road on Thursdays 9:30am - 
12:30pm. 

Learn to paint with acrylics, oils and 
pastels with an experienced art tutor 
in a friendly, relaxed and enjoyable 
environment.

Phone Angela on 07914-884378 or 
e-mail acrylicart@hotmail.co.uk

You might also like to visit the Art 
Group’s page of the SHRA website.

www.shra.co.uk/artgroup.htm

Garden Bar Golf Society

The Garden Bar Golf Society meets once 
a month for a day of golf, at high quality 
courses.

Current members cover a wide range 
of abilities, with handicaps ranging 
from 6 to 28 and, although the golf 
is important, the social aspects of the 
day are equally significant. For more 
information, call in to the Garden Bar 
at the Sovereign Harbour Waterfront, or 
e-mail gardenbar@hotmail.co.uk.

Rotary Club of Sovereign Harbour

The Rotary Club of Sovereign Harbour 
meets every Tuesday at 7:00pm for a 
buffet dinner in the annex of Simply 
Italian on the Sovereign Harbour 
Waterfront. 

Visitors and prospective new members 
are very welcome

For more information visit: 
www.sovharbour.rotaryweb.org

e-mail: president@rotarysh.org.



Harbour Clubs and Groups
For more information on any of these groups, call the number given, or visit the ‘Harbour Clubs’ page of the SHRA website (www.shra.co.uk).

Sovereign Harbour  Yacht Club

New members welcome. You don’t need to 
own a boat - social members also welcome.  

Enjoy the friendly clubhouse, good food 
and  great fun. Open Tuesday-Thursday 
17:00-22:30, Friday-Saturday 12:00-
23:00 and Sundays 12:00-22:30. 

Call in anytime or contact Alison, 
membership secretary, on 479429 for 
more information

Strollers and Toners

Get fit, tone up, make friends, feel better
Mondays at 2:30 - 3:30pm. Cost £2.50
Thursdays at 9:15 - 10:15am 
Everyone is welcome and the sessions 
often run on with drinks on the harbour.
Please call Mari-Anne (fully qualified 
and insured) on 01323-479280. 
or visit: www.strollersandtoners.
co.uk

Sovereign Harbour Social Club

The Sovereign Harbour Social Club 
meets every Wednesday from 10:00am 
to 11:30am in Seamoor’s at the 
Waterfront for coffee.  

Each month, there will be one outing, for 
lunch, theatre, or to a  place of interest.  

All are welcome.  For further details 
contact Sam Sweiry on 01323-479111.

www.harbourseniors.co.uk

Garden Bar FootballClub

The Garden Bar Sunday football team, 
which plays its home games at Hampden 
Park, is current champion of the Lewes 
and District Premiership. If you would 
like to join this very successful local 
team, call in to the Garden Bar at the 
Sovereign Harbour Waterfront or e-mail 
gardenbar@hotmail.co.uk

The Haven Women’s Institute

The Haven WI meets at the Haven 
School, Atlantic Drive at 7.30pm on the 
first Monday of every month. If the first 
Monday is a Bank Holiday, the meeting 
will be held on the 2nd Monday. Contact 
Amanda Gorham, 07725-173194 
amanda.gorham@sky.com

If you would like to 

advertise your social 

club or group, or your 

local charity, on this 

page, please e-mail:

waterlines@shra.co.uk

or leave a message on:

07770-621368

with full details of 

your organisation, and 

a contact telephone 

number and e-mail 

address.



Land owners Carillion, confirm that work 
is scheduled to start on Martello Tower 
66 at Langney Point on 31st May.

Carillion state that they have been 
liaising closely with English Heritage and 
have obtained Scheduled Monument 
Consent to carry out work to the exterior 
of the Tower. 

East Sussex company Paul Reed 
Conservation Limited will be carrying 
out the work, which is likely to last for 
between twelve and twenty weeks, 
depending on weather and the extent of 
the work necessary.

The work will primarily be to repair 
areas of defective brickwork and render 
to protect and help conserve the Tower. 
It will be necessary to erect scaffolding 
around the tower and much of the work 
will be carried out by hand hence the 
length of contract.

Repairs to Martello Tower

Jananese Knotweed Alert

A harbour resident recently contacted 
the SHRA to let us know that he 
thought he had spotted some Japanese 
Knotweed beginning to sprout on the 
shingle ridges of Sovereign Park on the 
right of the promenade just beyond the 
water treatment works as you head 
towards the town.

Although not quite on our ‘patch’, we 
alerted the Council who have since 
confirmed it was the highly invasive and 
damaging weed, and that it would be 
treated with herbicide.

Japanese Knotweed is the most invasive 
species of plant in Britain and it spreads 
extremely quickly, preventing native 
vegetation from growing. It is also a 
problem to the construction industry 
and house owners as it is capable of 
exposing weaknesses in buildings, 
foundations, concrete and tarmac. 

If you spot it in your garden search 
Google for removal advice (the sooner 
the better). If you spot it growing in a 
public space, report it to the Council or 
relevant landowner

Haven School to Double intake

It has been confirmed that the intake of 
the Haven School on Atlantic Drive from 
will be increased from September 2012. 

The popular primary school will be able 
to increase its pupil admissions from 
thirty to sixty each year following the 
expansion. 

It will move from one-form entry to two, 
increasing its overall pupil numbers from 
210 to 420 by 2016/17. 

Building work to extend the school is 
expected to start in the Autumn, subject 
to planning approval.



More Discounts for Members

The Happy Dragon in Pevensey Bay 
(Telephone: 01323 468222) is the latest 
restaurant to offer a discount to SHRA 
members.

From Sunday to Thursday, on production 
of a current membership card, SHRA 
members will be entitled to a 10% 
discount on food only for:

•	 All meals eaten in the restaurant

•	 Take away meals, with the exception 
of set menus.  Only for orders 
collected in person.

Located in South Street in the Town 
Centre, City Gym Express is offering a 
discount of 10% on membership for 
SHRA members.

Members are also entitled to a 20% 
discount on many of the other services, 
including the hairdressing salon, and 
massage and beauty treatments.

The City Holistic Centre is also offering 
a 20% discount to all harbour residents, 
even if they are not members of the gym 
or the SHRA.

Additionally, the massage service is 
willing to give a discount of 50% on 
bookings for fifty therapies.  So, if 
you can get a group of friends to book 
together (perhaps ten people booking 
five therapies each) there are really 
excellent savings to be made

For more information, call 01323-648863 
or visit:  
http://www.citygymexpress.co.uk

City Gym Express, in conjunction with 
Age Concern Eastbourne, is also offering 
a fitness course for people over 60 in 
its ‘Silver Fox’ gym, which has been 
specially designed to meet the needs of 
senior citizens.

The course is for one hour per week and 
runs for eight weeks at a cost of £32.

For further information and to book 
your place, please contact Chris at Age 
Concern Eastbourne on 01323 638474 
or City Gym Express on 01323-648863.

Harbour Social Club Update

Sovereign Harbour Social Club was 
originally launched in July 2007 and 
originally met at the Harvester on the 
Waterfront.  The Club has always been 
open to residents and non residents of 
the Harbour.

In February 2008, a Committee was 
formed and the club was constituted in 
its present form as “A Morning Coffee 
Gathering for Socialising.”  Members 
meet every Wednesday morning at 
10:00am at a new venue, Seamoor’s 
Wine Bar on the Waterfront.

Three years on, the committee decided 
that the club no longer neeeds to be 
constituted.  To simplify matters, and 
to give a breathing space to reflect on 
where the Social Club is heading, the 
constitution was suspended after a vote 
of the members.

Last year’s committee was re-elected 
without opposition.

Last year’s accounts were circulated by 
the Club Treasurer, and the surplus funds 
were carried to the next year’s accounts.

It was also agreed that the club needed 
some funding to meet various club 
commitments during the year, and it was 
agreed that the current subscription of 
£5 per annum would be retained.



Rotary Club of Sovereign Harbour    

At the meeting of 12th April, the Club 
Vice-President, Jim Hull, presented a 
cheque for £750 to Chris Downton  from 
the Children with Cancer Fund.  

Chris thanked the club very much and 
told the members of ways the Fund is 
helping fifty-five families with a child 
suffering with cancer.

He also added he had completed the 
Brighton Marathon, raising over £1,000, 
wearing a pair of running shoes donated 
by one of the Club members.

During May, Club Secretary, Anne Hardy 
worked as a volunteer in the Lotus 
Children’s Centre in Ulaanbaatar, Mongolia.

The Rotary Club of Sovereign Harbour 
meets every Tuesday at 7:00pm in 
Simply Italian at the Sovereign Harbour 
Waterfront; new members are always 
welcome.  

For more information call Don Perman, 
on 01323-479713 or visit the Rotary 
Club of Sovereign Harbour website: 
www.sovharbour.rotaryweb.org

The 5Km Harbour Walk organised by 
the Rotary Club of Sovereign Harbour 
on 17th April.  The walk was started by 
Adam Cocks, a serving soldier wounded 
in Afghanistan, and the Mayor of 
Eastbourne, Cllr. Carolyn Heaps was at 
the finish to welcome participants home.  

Over £3,000 was raised for Help for 
Heroes. 

Guest speakers at the Club’s meeting 
include; Cllr. Carolyn Heaps, who talked 
about her year as Mayor of Eastbourne.

The Honarary Life President of St. 
Bede’s School, who presented a very 
interesting and amusing history of the 
school.

Eastbourne’s MP, Stephen Lloyd who 
talked about his first year in Parliament

At the meeting on 31st May, one of 
Sovereign Ward’s new councillors, 
Gordon Jenkins, was inducted as a Club 
member.



More than 600 ladies took to the streets 
of Eastbourne on Saturday night (14th 
May) to raise a phenomenal £75,000 for 
Chestnut Tree House.

The second annual Night to Remember 
Midnight Walk in aid of Chestnut Tree 
House followed a 10 mile route under 
the stars, starting and leaving from 
Eastbourne’s Sovereign Centre, and 
including atour of Sovereign Harbour. 

The ladies started arriving from 10:00pm 
and while being entertained by music 
from Sovereign FM and dancing by 
Phoenix Pole Dancing School, had the 
opportunity to have their photo taken 
by professional photographer, Helen 
Tinner, or have their face painted by a 
team of volunteers from Drusillas Park. 

Following an energetic warm-up, led 
by Lydia Bayes from Energie Fitness 
for Women, and a rousing speech from 
Mayor of Eastbourne, Carolyn Heaps, 
the 600 ladies lined up at the start 
line, kitted out in exclusive Night to 
Remember purple t-shirts, creatively 
accessorised with fairy wings, cowboy 
hats, tiaras and light-up head dresses. 

They set off on the stroke of midnight, 
led by Rupert and Jamie Ashford, the lead 
walkers and pace setters for the night.

Amongst the walkers were Chestnut 
Tree House mums Jackie Hoadley, Marie 
Baker, Katrina Beckett, Zoe Gilbert and 
Kay Lewis, who were taking part as a 
way of saying thank you to the hospice 
for the support it provides their families. 
Joining them were teams from Hampden 
Park Slimming Word, Drusillas Park, St 
Andrew’s School, Everycare, Arcade 

Hair Studio and Sussex Downs College.

The first walkers back were Roz Whittaker 
and Karen Jaques, who completed 
the walk in a fantastic 2 hours and 20 
minutes. On their return, each walker 
received a medal and a well-earned 
breakfast. The final walkers returned to 
the centre just after 4:00am.

The total pledged by the ladies on the 
night was an amazing £75,294, beating 
the £57,000 raised by the first midnight 
walk in 2010.

Organiser, Jo Carden, Events and 
Fundraising Officer for Chestnut Tree 
House, said: “We would like to say a 
massive thank you to all the fabulous 
ladies who took part and truly made it 
a night to remember for everyone at 
Chestnut Tree House. 

We had high hopes that this year’s event 
would be even bigger and better but we 
had no idea that our ladies would do 
such a fantastic job and not only beat 
what we raised last year, but completely 
smash the total! 

The money we raised on the night will 
allow us to provide 38 families with a 
three night stay at the house, giving 
them the chance to have a break and 
recharge their batteries.”

Chestnut Tree House has also been 
selected as this year’s beneficialry 
from the sales of ‘The Crumbles Story’, 
which can be purchased from the SHRA 
website.

Local author, Anne Botha, allows the 
SHRA to retain 30% of all money raised 
to be donated to charity. (See page 4).

Chestnut Tree House Night to Remember



Pevensey Coastal Defences Update

by Ian Thomas

The annual beach recharge will take 
place towards the end of June.  A more 
major period of maintenance has been 
planned for dredger Sospan Dau from 
the middle of August for 6-8 weeks, so 
it was decided it would be too risky to 
delay our works until after its refit was 
complete, just in case it overran.  We 
have completed recharges in October 
before, but there is a much higher risk 
of disruption due to weather at that 
time of the year.  Thus 2011’s campaign 
will start in mid-June and be finished in 
early July.  As with the last two years we 
will not be using machines on the beach 
to move delivered material, allowing it 
to be distributed by wave action alone.

Global warming, sea level rise and 
increased storminess have become 
major issues in the last decade or so 
as we have all been made increasingly 
aware of problems that may lie ahead.  
Sea levels have been rising steadily 
since the last ice age some 10,000 
years ago. Although that rate of rise 
has fallen in the last century or two it 
has not stopped and the majority of 
scientists believe it will increase as the 
effects of human activity also increase. 

As part of the Sea Defence contract 
there are five yearly reviews of sea 
level rise, undertaken by independent 
experts.  We recently received results 
for period 2005 to 2010 and these 
indicate that water levels have risen on 
average 2.5mm per year, much as they 
did 2000 to 2005.  This may not sound 
much, but it does mean sea levels 
are 25mm – or 1” – higher now than 
when the contract started.  If this trend 
continues it will undoubtedly be much 
more risky living on the coast in 100 
or 200 years’ time, and that is without 
considering any additional issues as yet 
unknown that may arise from global 
warming generally.

Environment as an issue has also gained 
in importance, and our sea defences 
protect valuable habitats as much as 

they protect homes and businesses.  
Whilst this is obviously right and proper, 
the last couple of years have seen a shift 
in emphasis from purely environmental 
concerns to those of sustainability.  In the 
words of the UN it is generally accepted 
that; “sustainable development is 
development that meets the needs of the 
present without compromising the ability 
of future generations to meet their own 
needs.”  This is achieved by reconciling 
the “three pillars” of sustainability; 
environmental, social and economic 
demands.  

Thus in maintaining the sea defences 
this would mean trying to find a balance 
between maintaining the natural 
world, considering the needs of local 
communities and the workforce involved, 
whilst obtaining best value for money for 
the UK tax payer.  Consequently we are 
currently deriving a sustainability action 
plan that examines how daily activities 
associated with beach maintenance 
take place, where the process could be 
improved, and setting targets to monitor 
whether or not the plan is being achieved.  
In the next few months we will complete 
our plan and then discuss it with our key 
stakeholders, which includes residents 
associations and parish councils, to 
ensure we capture as many views and 
opinions as possible.  In that regard 
we would be pleased to hear from any 
individuals who may wish to contribute 
either by visiting the office in Coast Road, 
by telephone or by email.  

At the end of the day, you as residents 
know more about the social and natural 
environment you would like to see in 
Sovereign Harbour than we do, so your 
views are important.  It has been an 
interesting exercise to review what we 
do as a company, and is no less so to 
examine what we could all do better as 
individuals.  

As ever if you require any additional 
information on the sea defences, or this 
article, please contact Ian Thomas on 
761202 or e-mail: 
pcdl@pevensey-bay.co.uk



Alternatively, go to www.shra.co.uk/join to join or 
renew using your credit card through 

Sovereign Harbour Residents Association
Membership Application/Renewal

 
Title:                  

First name: 

Last name:  

Address:

   Sovereign Harbour North / South  *delete as applicable

Postcode: BN23    5

Telephone:                                -

E-mail: 

  

I apply for membership of the Sovereign Harbour Residents Association and 
understand that the information supplied above will be stored on a computer 
system.  I also understand that this information will not be disclosed to, or 
shared with, any other person or organisation.

Signature:   

This form, with a cheque for  The Membership Secretary,

£10.00 per household,   Sovereign Harbour Residents Association

payable to ‘SHRA’,  PO Box 124,

should be sent to: Eastbourne,

 East Sussex,   BN24 9AW.

 For SHRA use only.

         

 Membership number: 




