THE HARBOUR W.I.
At the March meeting of the Harbour WI former
President, Hiliary Hooper, passed a cheque over to Dr.
Warmsley from the Eastbourne District General Hospital.
[Photo below] The cheque was for £750 to be donated
towards the new Radiotherapy Unit. The money had been
collected over the previous year through various fundraising events including member Jan Field’s Garden
Party.
After the correspondence had been read out Jacquie Frost
introduced George Major, an 80 year old ‘Pearly King’
from Peckham. [Photos below] George told the members
how the Pearly Kings, Queens etc. had originated from
the Costermongers or market traders in the 1700s. The
leader of the market was called the ‘Coster King’ and they
raised money for the poor and needy in the workhouses
and orphanages in the square mile of London.
In the mid 1800s an orphan called Henry Cruft became a sweeper in the markets and wanted to help
raise money with the costermongers. He saw something glittering on the banks of the Thames when the
tide was out and discovered that a Japanese ship had shed its load of pearl buttons to avoid paying the
tax on them. There were thousands! …and he gathered them up and made the first ‘Pearly’ suit. He
went to market and held his hat out. During his lifetime he was estimated to have raised about
£500,000 for the poor, sick and needy. He was killed by a runaway horse and cart in 1929 and 400
Pearly Kings and Queens and families lined the streets as his horse-pulled glass hearse passed. Today
there are only 18 ‘Pearlies’ left. George is still raising money with his talks, his photographs and his
books. He had some books for sale which soon sold out. He told amusing stories of his time doing
National Service and his meetings with Royalty! His son estimated that he and his family had raised
over £4 million! When asked how he sewed all 22,000 buttons on his magnificent suit, he replied
“With love”.
East Sussex Federation of Women’s Institutes held their Annual Meeting at the Hastings Centre on the
21st March chaired by Gill Nokes from the Harbour WI. A number of the Harbour members attended.
The Spring Marshdown Meeting is being held on the 3rd May, in the Sovereign Harbour Yacht Club,
hosted by the Harbour WI; and Christmas Lunch has been booked for the 12th December in the Horizon
Suite of the View Hotel.
The Craft Club met in St Barnabus Church hall, Langney at 2pm on the 19th of March to be shown how
to do ‘Iris Folding’ for greetings cards. The 4th Monday Club was held on the following Monday in
Simply Italian at 2pm for a cup of coffee and a chat.
17 members of the Lunch Club had lunch in the Red Lion at Stone Cross on the 14th March. Good food
and plenty of it! April’s lunch is at Pomodoro’s before the matinee of ‘Thoroughly Modern Millie’ on
April 4th at the Devonshire Park Theatre.
The April Meeting will be held in the Sovereign Suite of the Sovereign Harbour Yacht Club on the 9th
April at 2pm; and the speaker will be Jackie Marsh-Hobbs talking about ‘The Secrets of The Royal
Pavilion’.
The Harbour WI membership has reached a maximum for the premises where it is held but visitors are
welcome by prior arrangement with Frances Harrap on 01323 472649. Information is also available on
our website. www.shra.co.uk/wi

