
A259 South Coast Corridor Improvement Study. 
 
About the A259 corridor 
 
The A259 is a key road on the south coast of England passing through Hampshire, West 
Sussex, East Sussex and part of Kent. Our Study specifically focuses on the corridor 
between the junction with Greenways, west of Rottingdean, and the eastern edge of 
Eastbourne at the Bay View Park access road. The A259 is a key road because it 
connects to the A26 trunk road in Newhaven and runs parallel to the A27. As the A259 has 
been identified as a diversion route when there are unplanned incidents on the A27. 
Because of this, it forms part of the Major Road Network (MRN).  
 
It is important to note that we are not just considering the A259 road as part of our Study, 
but also the wider transport corridor with which it connects. This includes public transport 
provisions such as the rail and bus network in the area, facilities for cyclists and 
pedestrians, as well as Public Rights of Way.  
 
Why should we improve the A259 corridor? 
 
Local policy and plans have put forwards the need for more homes in the area, as well as 
the development of employment and other economic opportunities. This could mean a lot 
of growth in the area in terms of number of people as well as new infrastructure and 
developments. The A259 corridor needs to be capable of supporting this growth in the 
region so that the transport network is not put under strain. Another key driver for change 
on the corridor is the need for more sustainable transport options to help tackle climate 
change and meet the Council’s net zero carbon target by 2050.  
 
About our Study 
 
Through this Study, we aim to gather information and evidence which will help us to 
develop potential packages for improvement to the A259 transport corridor. The purpose 
of our Study is to: 
 

• To develop an effective package of corridor improvement measures that are 
deliverable and offer value for money; 

• To develop a sound but proportionate evidence base that will support the continued 
development of preferred schemes through subsequent funding approvals 
processes; 

• To ensure the outputs and outcomes of the Study are consistent with and support 
wider strategies and policies, including in relation to continuing local plan 
development; and 

• To achieve broad advocacy and support for the proposed measures across a range 
of stakeholders. 

 
We are currently at the early stages of the Study, developing a ‘baseline’ of the current 
transport network. As part of this first step, we are looking to understand how people 
currently travel across the network and for what reasons. We need to understand the 
current limitations of the A259 corridor, as well as what works well. We are also 
considering the aspirations for the region and how these may impact on the transport 
network.  



The potential impacts of not improving the A259 corridor 
 
Our early research has highlighted that use of private vehicles is likely to remain the most 
used mode of transport if the situation were to stay as it is currently. As there are existing 
capacity constraints on the network, any planned growth in housing or employment in the 
area would result in worsening congestion and delays. This could also have negative 
impacts on road safety, increased pressure on other parts of the road network, and limiting 
future growth in the area.  
 
Potential improvements could also help to support more active and sustainable transport 
choices. Although there are currently some public transport alternatives, these are partially 
limited. For example, whilst there are rail links between Eastbourne and Brighton, there is 
no direct connection for some of the communities in between. There are similar limitations 
on the cycle network. For example, although some parts of the A259 corridor benefit from 
National Cycleway Routes, there are limited storage and cycle parking facilities which 
make the routes less suitable for many.  
 
Why is it important for us to engage with stakeholders and communities? 
 
It is vital for us to understand stakeholder and community views so that we can integrate 
this into the developing Study. The A259 transport needs to be fit-for-purpose and 
therefore we need to understand how local people and organisations would like to see the 
transport network be used.  
 
We will be engaging with stakeholders at several points in the Study timeline to ensure we 
obtain views and comments at different stages, and so that you can see how your 
feedback has been considered. At this initial round of engagement, we are keen to hear 
your broad aspirations for the A259 transport corridor in the future and what you would 
most like to see achieved if there were no constraints or limitations. We also want to 
understand your current experiences of using the network - what do you think currently 
works well, and what do you think are the biggest problems.  
 
At later stages in the Study, we will be able to provide you with more information and 
outputs from our research for your comment, as well as to get your views on potential 
solutions and improvements.  
 
How does this fit in with the work of Transport for the South East (TfSE)? 
 
Transport for the South East (TfSE) is dedicated to creating an integrated and sustainable 
transport system that makes the South East more productive and competitive, improves 
the quality of life for all residents and protects and enhances its unique natural and built 
environment. Following the adoption of their Transport Strategy in July 2020, TfSE are 
currently undertaking their Outer Orbital Corridor Study which includes the A259. The 
study will consider strategic and regional significant interventions that could be delivered to 
support the delivery of the Transport Strategy vision and objectives by 2050 and highlight 
how as part of the MRN the A259 experiences issues with localised congestion issues. 
Our A259 Study will directly complement TfSE’s wider Outer Orbital Area Study through 
joint team liaison. 
LINK TO SURVEY 
END 

https://forms.office.com/r/2JC8TxEMcs
https://forms.office.com/r/2JC8TxEMcs

