Join the Sovereign Shines Light Spectacle
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This December, Premier Marinas Eastbourne is inviting berth holders and the
Sovereign Harbour community to light up their boats and houses for Sovereign Shines.
Now in its fifth year, Sovereign Shines is a collaboration between Premier, the
Sovereign Harbour Berth Holders’ Association and The Rotary Club. Their aim is to
encourage boat owners and local residents to get involved in the light festivities at
Christmas to boost community spirit and raise much needed funds for two amazing
local organisations: the RNLI Eastbourne and Defiant Sports – an inclusive, not-forprofit organisation which believes in getting and keeping people active to improve their
well-being and quality of life.
With the on water illuminations taking centre stage, new categories have been added
to this year’s competition, opening up new creative opportunities for berth holders and
residents to get involved - categories ranging from the best boat/house, best rainbow
illuminations and even a ‘little and pretty’ display. The new categories also bring bigger
and better prizes to this year’s competition, including a boat lift, high pressure wash
and launch, luxurious Christmas hampers and dining out vouchers.
With lights up by Friday 11th December, The Waterfront at Sovereign Harbour will
become the central hub for residents and visitors who wish to stroll around the harbour
to take in the sparkle of Christmas lights and finish the evening with a meal at one of
the ten eating establishments.
Also new for this year, a bespoke fundraising page has been created for voluntary
donations to be made as part of the entry into the 2020 light display:
https://www.peoplesfundraising.com/fundraising/my-page-1603358853194 All
donations will be divided equally between RNLI Eastbourne and Defiant Sports and
will make a huge difference in helping these local organisations continue with the
great work they do in the community.

Mark Sawyer, coxswain at RNLI Eastbourne, said: “We are extremely grateful for
Premier’s generosity and we’re looking forward to some welcome light and sparkle
during the dark December days. This has been a very tough year for RNLI fundraisers
so receiving these donations will help us keep launching to those in trouble on the sea,
and help keep our crews safe and warm on our boats through the winter months.”
Loretta Lock, Managing Director at Defiant Sports said: “We are very excited to be
supported and look forward to putting the funds raised towards further improving our
harbour-based sports hub for the local community to make use of. We look forward to
welcoming you all at the Defiant Sports Inclusion Hub soon!”
Registration to join in with the light display is now open. Sovereign Harbour residents
and boat owners can apply by visiting The Waterfront website or directly visit
https://www.eastbournewaterfront.co.uk/sovereign-shines-application-form/
-ENDCharity/Not-for-profit organisation
The RNLI is a charity that saves lives at sea. Supported entirely by voluntary
contributions and legacies, it is the oldest national lifeboat service in the world.
Defiant Sports is a not-for-profit organisation which believes in getting and keeping
people active to improve well-being and quality of life. They aim to reach those who
have barriers to participation, such as disabilities or long-term conditions.
Sovereign Harbour Rotary Club was formed in 2010 within Sovereign Harbour and
consists of volunteers whose purpose is to raise money for Rotary International, the
parent organisation, and local charities, of which both the RNLI and Defiant Sport are
included. Under normal circumstances The Rotary Club meets on a weekly basis
and over the years they have been successful in raising a considerable amount of
money.
Premier Marinas
Established in 1994, Premier Marinas owns and operates nine of the UK’s most
prestigious marinas. All based on the South Coast, locations include: Eastbourne,
Brighton, Chichester, Southsea, Port Solent, Gosport, Swanwick, Noss on Dart and
Falmouth in Cornwall. With over 5,000 berths combined, Premier Marina strives to
be the finest marina operator in the UK, providing first-class boat storage services
and quality boatyard facilities at all its marinas.
Premier Marinas is owned by the Wellcome Trust, a global charitable foundation that
exists to improve health for everyone. Wellcome has a diversified investment portfolio
and a long-term approach to investment, as a result of which it aims to spend around
£1 billion a year supporting scientists and researchers in biomedicine, the humanities
and the social sciences, and public engagement and education in these fields.

