WATERLINES

Digital Newsletter of Sovereign Harbour Residents Association
Hello, and welcome to the August issue of
Waterlines. I hope that you find items of interest.
Comments and feedback are always welcome.

Issue OL33

August 2020
(Published on-line every 2nd month)

www.shra.co.uk

Our thanks to the companies below for their
sponsorship of Waterlines for 2020

During the lock-down the SHRA commi�ee has
continued to meet on-line or socially distanced in
the open air, and we continue to contact and lobby
various bodies as required.
With some restrictions of the lock-down having
been relaxed it is good to see the restaurants and
cafes at The Waterfront are open for business and
that the marina is operational. However, for the
time being, most of the activities of the local clubs
that are listed in Waterlines remain on hold.
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Retail Park
Many residents are concerned about the future of the Retail Park given
the closure of the cinema and Frankie and Benny’s and the future of
Harveys/Benson uncertain.
Residents have come up
with some great ideas
about the use of the
cinema, but basically it
comes down to what can
be a commercial
proposition in times
when the future of high
streets and retail parks is
very uncertain. The best
suggestions which might
turn a profit are food and
entertainment aimed at the young. An alternative option is for the
building to be taken over by the community, but that would require
grant funding and people with enough time, energy and organisational
skills to take on such a project. It really needs some out of the box, blue
skies thinking to come up with a commercial enterprise that can make a
profit in these difficult times.
The SHRA approach has been to see if we can get all the stakeholders
round the table to discuss such thinking, and we have wri�en to both
Eastbourne Borough Council and M&G who own the retail park. We
have discussed with EBC the apparently restrictive planning constraints
that they made a condition of their approval for change of use of the
cinema site. The constraints appear to mean that many ordinary retail
activities such as clothing or shoe shops would be prohibited. EBC has
sought to reassure us that they are not as restrictive as they may appear,
and that all it would take is an approach by M&G. However, it is not
clear to us that this more positive message is ge�ing through to M&G.
M&G tell us that they have had several firms in the frame, but they have
either been put off by the planning constraints or they have since
undergone restructuring due to the economic climate and/or the lockdown and are no longer interested. In their latest response to us, M&G
state that they have
appointed new
consultants and will
get back to us when
they have reported.
We will be discussing
with our local
councillors how we
can get EBC and M&G
on the same page.

Harbour Friends
Harbour Friends meet every
Wednesday evening at 7.30 at the
Yacht Club.
For the uninitiated, Harbour
Friends is a social group of
Harbour Residents, of all ages, both
singles and couples, with the
purpose of building friendships
and generally enjoying life on our
lovely harbour.
Events are open to members only
so why not join. At only £15 per
year this is a bargain.
For further information please visit
the Harbour Friends website at:
www.harbourfriends.co.uk

Rotary Club of
Sovereign Harbour
The Rotary Club of Sovereign
Harbour meets every Tuesday at
7:00pm for a buffet dinner in
Seasons at the Sovereign Harbour
Waterfront. Visitors and any
prospective new members are very
welcome to join us.
For more information please visit
the Rotary Club of Sovereign
Harbour website.

Please note that links from this
PDF version of Waterlines may
not always open in a new
window or tab. Hovering over
the link and pressing down on
your mouse wheel may work.
Otherwise, from a followed link
press the “back” bu�on of your
browser to return to Waterlines.

Please consider printing copies of
Waterlines to hand to neighbours
who may not use the Internet.
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Annual Rentcharge
The rentcharge is a complex legal arrangement whereby residents are
required to pay the Environment Agency for the sea defences, and
Premier Marinas for both management of the Estate and for work on the
sea defences specifically cleansing, repair and maintenance of the
Harbour and the Waterways. The Sovereign Harbour (Sea Defences)
CIC provides the administrative means for collecting these monies from
residents. The CIC has no other functions.
The legal arrangements which were instigated when the harbour was
built are mind blowingly complicated. Last year, the CIC had stated
that it would put more information about their charges on its website
but has failed to do so.
Legal advice obtained by the SHRA in 2016 suggested the agreement
was that the developer should be compensated for performing its
obligation in relation to li�oral drift - that is the replacement of the
protective shingle whose natural eastward drift is prevented by the
harbour entrance. However, the lawyer noted that it was unclear from
the agreement as to whether such obligations had ever existed. The
advice concluded that it is lawful for Premier to levy an estate charge
but the charges for sea defences could be more open to a challenge.
SHRA continue to press the Sovereign Harbour (Sea Defences)
Community Interest Company to answer our questions about the annual
rentcharge. In their latest response they have indicated that they will
only answer questions from individuals; so, some of us have wri�en
with the same questions as individuals.

Maritime Volunteer Service
The Maritime Volunteer
Service (MVS) is a charity
organisation which aims to
promote seamanship and
maritime engineering for the young
and old alike through local units
around the country.
Training nights are held every
Tuesday evening at 19:30 in the
new MVS unit within the Boat
Shed. New members are always
welcome, but give us a call first so
we can organise for someone to
greet you.
For more information, visit the
MVS website or E-mail MVS or Tel:
01892-853500.

The Haven Players
The Amateur drama group based at
the Memorial Hall, Di�ons Road,
Stone Cross. Members include
Sovereign Harbour residents.
Visit their Website for details:
www.havenplayers.com

Two issues are of particular concern.
• Not all residents pay the same charge - the CIC has not provided
any explanation for this.
• The transparency of the invoice. Many residents believe that the
bulk of the charge labelled "SW Charge" is for sea defences.
However, if we work through a typical years rentcharge, we find
that around 26 % of the monies go to the Environment Agency,
21% to CrippsPG for administration of the rentcharge, and 53% to
Premier Marinas. So, in 2020 for a typical bill of £263.55, around
£140 is paid to Premier and £68 to the Environment Agency. The
invoice implies that only £52 is paid to Premier as the Marina
Charge. We would like to see the charge presented in a way that
more clearly reflects the true distribution.
A bigger issue is that the contract for the sea defences expires in 2025.
We believe that it is important for residents to be consulted about the
new arrangements as this could provide an opportunity to rejig the
rentcharge.
Given the predicted rise in sea level, the Environment Agency have
indicated that they wish to start a dialogue with coastal communities
about the issue and its ramifications. We shall be pressing our local MP
to get this underway.

Sovereign Harbour Facebook
Group
An active group on
Facebook with news,
photos, information
and other posts from Sovereign
Harbour residents.
www.facebook.com/
SovereignHarbourCommunity

Sovereign Harbour flickr
Group
The Sovereign Harbour
Eastbourne Group on
flickr is an on-line public
gallery to view and upload photos
of Sovereign Harbour. Website:
www.flickr.com/groups/
sovereignharboureastbourne/
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Water Treatment Works
The Southern Water treatment has been
very smelly of late. We are not alone
experiencing these sorts of problems.
Things are so bad in other parts of the
UK that questions have been asked in
Parliament. MPs have complained not only about the way the smell has
blighted some resident’s lives but also the system for making a
complaint with constituents passed back and forward between the Local
Authority and the Water Company. The Parliamentary report noted that
the Environment Agency received 21,600 reports of odour pollution in
2018.
The Local Authority can deem the smell as a statutory nuisance under
Section 79 of the Environmental Protection Act 1990. To be a statutory
nuisance the problem has to unreasonably and substantially interfere
with the use or enjoyment of a home or other premise. The Local
Authority can then serve a notice on the Water Company requiring it to
either to stop the activity, to limit it to certain times to avoid causing a
nuisance or require the Water Company to undertake specific actions to
reduce the problem. Technology is available to control odour, but Water
Companies do not seem keen on making the investment.
However, Water Companies do not make it easy to collect the necessary
information for the Local Authority to act. Southern Water seems to
have a generic complaints system using just one set form no ma�er the
complaint. Before the lock-down we were engaging with Southern
Water and expecting a visit
from their public
engagement officer, but he
has now left the company.
We clearly need to press
for a dedicated email
address through which to
complain so it is easier to
copy people in and collate records. We will be taking this up with the
local Councillors when we next meet them in early August.
The number to use to complain about the smell to Southern Water is 033
303 1271 as the Customer Relations Team will log the complaint and the
information can be used as evidence that the smell is a statutory
nuisance. It is also useful to log the complaint with the Environmental
Protection Team at Eastbourne Borough Council and you should keep
your own record of when you noticed the smell, when you complained,
and how SW and EBC followed up your complaint.

Sovereign Harbour Berth
Holders Association
The Sovereign Harbour Berth
Holders Association was formed in
1999 and is RYA affiliated. The
Association benefits the berth
holders as well as the harbour
management.
Membership offers discounts from
local trades people, free RNLI
safety courses, workshops and
other courses. Visit their website
for more information:
www.shbha.co.uk

Sovereign Harbour
Bowls Club
The Sovereign Harbour Bowls Club
meets every Wednesday afternoon
at the Sovereign Harbour
Community Centre from 2pm 4.30pm, to play “Short Mat Bowls”.
For enquiries please contact:
Anne Newson.
Email: newson17@live.co.uk
Phone: 01323 472259

Fishermens Camera Club
Set up and run by
Sovereign Harbour
residents, the club
meets on the 2nd and
4th Monday of every
month, from 7-9 pm, at
the Eastbourne Fishermens Club
Royal Parade
Eastbourne
BN22 7AA.
Contact: Steve Lashley on 01323478651 for more information.
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Sovereign Harbour Trust Board Vacancy
The vacancy notice below was posted on the Sovereign Harbour Trust
web site earlier this year. There has been no further announcement from
the SHT so we presume the directorship is still vacant. The vacancy
follows the resignation of Harbour resident Rick Runalls, and ideally,
another Harbour resident would take his place to join the other two
residents on the SHT board, Penny Di Cara and Jan Weeks. If any
resident believes they are suitably qualified or could offer other skills
that would help a Community Interest Company best serve the
community it has an interest in, don’t hesitate to apply. Please also let
SHRA know, as we would probably support your application.

Sovereign Harbour Trust and Sovereign Harbour
(Sea Defences) CIC
A vacancy has arisen on the board of the Trust and its wholly
owned subsidiary Sovereign Harbour (Sea Defences) CIC.
Applications are invited from any person who has an interest
in the flood defences and general management of the beach
front in the Sovereign Harbour area.
The ideal candidate would have a strong business
background with good financial or legal knowledge. An
added advantage would be experience of collecting fees and
the recovery of bad debts.
The successful candidate would be expected to help in making
the operation of the Trust/CIC as open and transparent as
possible and to suggest ways in which operating processes
can be improved and operating costs reduced.
The role will require attendance at quarterly meetings and
availability from time to time by email between meetings.
Applicants should be aware that board members are
volunteers and receive no remuneration, although actual
expenses can be recovered, subject to proof of expenditure.
Enquiries should be sent to the Secretary by email at
wrx54rkj@gmail.com

ASB Problems on The Harbour Spit
Notes of a Stakeholders Meeting held on 23 July 2020
Present were representatives from:
Sussex Police:
Premier Marinas:
Macquarie Quay/VMCL:
Midway Quay/SHNP:

PCSO Katie Clarke
Daniel Heckford
Robert Stanborough
Joan Brady

Following reports from Outer Harbour residents (and others who use
The Spit for recreational purposes), about anti-social behaviour (ASB)
and excessive li�ering that has occurred on The Spit, its beach and
surrounding revetment rocks over recent weeks, Sussex Police firstly
called two Street Meetings to hear from those residents who live in
continued on page 6

Harbour Women’s Institute
(WI)
The Harbour branch of the
W.I. meets on the second
Monday of the month at
2:00pm in Sovereign Harbour Yacht
Club. It also has a Craft Club with
separate meetings.
If you are interested in taking part,
please contact Frances Harrap on:
01323-472649.
Website: www.shra.co.uk/wi/

Sovereign Harbour
Social Club
The Sovereign Harbour Social Club
meets every Wednesday from
10:00am to 11:30am in the Simply
Italian annex at The Waterfront for
coffee. There are occasional outings
for lunch, theatre, places of interest.
All are welcome. For further details
contact please contact Be�y
Saunders 01323-479514. Website:
www.shra.co.uk/shsc

Harbour Exercise Classes
We are having to use Conqueror
hall, just across from the harbour
on the Kingsmere estate - a few of
the class members are car pooling
and some are still able to walk to
class.
The classes are as follows: all at
Conqueror Hall, Kingsmere.
Mondays: 9.15-10.10am Pilates.
10.15-11.10am 50+ pilates & fitness.
Fridays: 9.15-10.10am Pilates.
Mari-Anne is fully insured with a
MSc in exercise physiology,
specialising in clinical exercise and
exercising with cancer.
Contact: Mari-Anne Elder (fully
qualified and insured).
Tel: 07748 678030.
Email:mariandy@btinternet.com
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Macquarie Quay and Midway Quay apartments which border the Outer
Harbour and who are, therefore, mostly affected by the comings and
goings of groups who gather on The Spit in the evenings and late into
the night.
Having obtained information from the residents, the police then
arranged a Stakeholders meeting with Premier Marinas and
representatives from Macquarie Quay and Midway Quay, to discuss
what measures can be taken to curb the ASB and irresponsible
behaviour such as li�ering and lack of respect for local communities and
the environment.
The 3 main issues addressed were:
1. No bins nearby to dispose easily of li�er.
2. Regular surveillance i.e. police or security guard presence.
3. Dealing with li�er/broken glass etc left behind by some groups.
1. BINS

Sovereign Harbour
Art Group
The Sovereign Harbour Art Group
meets in the Christ The King
Church Hall, Princes Road on
Thursdays 10:00am - 12:30pm.
Learn to paint with acrylics, oils,
watercolours and pastels with an
experienced art tutor in a friendly,
relaxed and enjoyable environment.
Fees are £10 per person for each 2.5
hour session, which covers hall hire
and tuition. Annual membership
fee is £6.
For more information please phone
Phone Angela on 07914-884378 or
visit the Art Group’s web page at:

Mrs Brady advised the meeting that the Council
have approved delivery of several new and/or
replacement bins around the Harbour. This should
take place within the next two weeks (to be
confirmed).

www.shra.co.uk/artgroup/artgroup

Where The Spit is concerned; one large, double bin will replace the
small, red, all purpose bin currently on the hard shoulder leading up to
the Outer Harbour pedestrian route/emergency vehicle access, and a
second, large double bin will replace the dog bin along the Macquarie
Quay pathway. Mrs Brady has requested that the new bin be placed
further along the pathway, nearer to The Spit and has been told it could
probably be moved about 20 feet. She also asked if the bin could
actually be sited at the entrance to The Spit, on Premier’s land, but is
unsure whether this will be possible despite Premier being OK with that.
A third large, double bin is scheduled to be placed between the locks
and the RNLI gangway. Apparently this could be moved if it proves not
to get enough use.
2. SECURITY
Mr Heckford advised that Premier may be able to arrange for their
Waterfront security guards to make regular checks on The Spit. This
would mean an additional guard to those already employed at the
Waterfront.
This has now been confirmed by email and Security will start Friday 24
July and the guard(s) will be on site from 20.00 Friday, Saturday and
Sunday. This arrangement will be reviewed late August.
Bli� will also be on call as usual in and around Eastbourne from 18.00midnight Fridays and Saturdays, but it is hoped the presence of
Premier’s security guards, patrolling the area, will help deter unruly or
undesirable groups causing problems.
Continued on page 7

Sovereign Harbour
Photoclub UK
The Sovereign Harbour Photoclub
UK meets on Tuesday evenings
from 7pm over coffee, in the
Sovereign Harbour Yacht Club.
Prospective members of all
abilities, from beginners to
professionals are welcome.
The objective of the club is help our
members take be�er photographs
with camera or smart-phone and to
increase members knowledge and
ability through projects, exhibitions
and competitions, supported by
talks and demonstrations. Young
photographers especially welcome.
If interested in taking part, please
e-mail:
secretary@sovereignharbourphotoclub.uk

with your name and a daytime
telephone number.
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3. LITTER/HAZARDOUS WASTE LEFT ON BEACH AND
SURROUNDING AREA
Currently Premier employ their ‘li�er pickers’ to comb the area for li�er,
broken glass etc. However, up until now they didn’t start their work on
The Spit until after 09.00 by which time early rising residents/swimmers
had often already cleared up most of the rubbish.
As from Friday 24 July, the li�er pickers will be there, Monday to
Friday, from 08.00 for an hour or so - longer on Mondays. As with the
security above, this will be reviewed late August.

Local Heroes
A huge "Thank You!" and loads of respect to residents Steve and
Christine Nock, Jo, Keith, Warren, Sarah, Andy and his brother Pete,
Kim Thornewell, Sue Skilton and Alison A�wood who have cleared up
li�er from the harbour spit and beaches. The names here have been
gleaned from posts on Facebook, so please forgive any omissions as
other residents have helped too.

Sovereign Harbour
Yacht Club
We welcome
new members at
any time. You
don’t need to
own a boat. Lots
of social
functions and
many other varied activities
throughout the year.
We have great food and discounted
drinks to our members and are the
only club in the harbour selling
Harveys beer!
Our opening hours are:
Tues–Thurs
Friday-Saturday
Sunday

17.00-23.00
12.00-23.00
12.00-18.00

Call in and speak to Sarah to view
the club, or contact the membership
secretary, Linda Hayler.

Some of the li�er picked up on one Monday morning.

Tel: 01323 470888
membership@shyc.co.uk
Website: www.shyc.co.uk

Parking Disputes - Police Advice
The following information is from the Sussex Police website
at: www.sussex.police.uk/advice/advice-and-information/
asb/asb/antisocial-behaviour/nuisance-parking/
Public Roads
If a parking space is available on a public road, even if it’s directly
outside your house, anyone is allowed to park in it. We appreciate this
can be frustrating, especially if spaces are hard to come by on your
street.
Designated parking spaces
If someone has parked in your designated parking space without your
permission, our first advice is always to try and resolve the issue
peacefully yourself. If you can’t find the driver to speak to them, try
leaving a polite note on their windscreen.
Failing this, please contact your local council as this ma�er doesn’t
require the police. The council will a�empt to trace the owner and can
arrange for the vehicle to be removed if necessary.
If you lease a property with a parking space, please contact whoever is
responsible for your building, such as the freeholder, council or
managing agent.
Continued on page 8

FRIENDSHIP AND SUPPORT
FOR BEREAVED PARENTS
OF ADULT CHILDREN
Talking, or just listening, to others
who have lost an adult child can
help enormously in coping with
your loss.
Come to our monthly meetings or
talk to us individually.
For more information:Web: www.just-talking.co.uk
Email: just.talk@btinternet.com
Tel: Jenny on 07867 751790
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They should help you resolve the issue. If the issue continues, you can
report antisocial behaviour using our online service.
Someone parking on your driveway
If someone parks their vehicle on your driveway without your
permission, this is trespassing. This is a civil dispute and you might
want to seek advice from Citizen's Advice or a solicitor, but we would
always recommend having a polite word with the driver first. There
may have been a simple misunderstanding.
Someone blocking your driveway
If someone has blocked your driveway so you can’t drive in, we
appreciate this can be very frustrating.
If you can find the owner of the vehicle, we’d first recommend asking
them politely to move it. If you can’t find them, try leaving a note on
their windscreen. After all, they may not realise they have caused a
problem.

Sovereign Harbour
Bridge Club
Sovereign Harbour
Bridge Club is still
thriving,
unfortunately we
are having to play
online at the moment but
hopefully will be meeting again in
the lovely yacht club before too
long and are aiming to start a new
course of beginners lessons in
January 2021.
You can find all the latest
information on the Bridge
Club website:
www.bridgewebs.com/
sovereignharbour/

If this doesn’t work, please contact your local council who should be
able to contact the vehicle’s owner and arrange for it to be removed if
necessary.
If a person has blocked your driveway and is
preventing you from ge�ing your own vehicle
out, this could be deemed as antisocial behaviour.
In this case, we may be able to help. You can
report antisocial behaviour online.
Illegal parking
As per the Highway Code, it is illegal to park:

• opposite or within ten metres of a junction
• over a dropped kerb
• on a pedestrian crossing (including the area marked by the zig-zag
lines)
• in spaces reserved for Blue Badge holders, residents or motorbikes
(unless entitled to do so)
• in marked taxi bays, cycle lanes or red lines
• near a school entrance, bus or tram stop
• anywhere that would prevent access for Emergency Services.
If you notice a vehicle parked in any of the above areas, please report it
to your local council who may issue the owner with a penalty charge
notice.
If the vehicle is parked:
• on zig-zag lines
• dangerously
• in a way that would prevent emergency vehicles from accessing
These need to be reported to the police as a crime.
www.sussex.police.uk/ro/report/ocr/af/how-to-report-a-crime/

Save The DGH
Working since
2006 to fight the
down-grading of
core services at
Eastbourne
District General
Hospital. Core services include:
• Consultant delivered obstetrics;
• Acute medical admissions 24/7;
• Urgent surgical admission 24/7;
• Accident and emergency 24/7;
• Acute psychiatric service 24/7;
• Paediatric ambulatory service
And, all in-house services
essential for the function of the
core services.
Web site: ww.savethedgh.org.uk
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Car Parking Scheme
We don’t have the full details but we understand that the Trujillo Court
development has a private car parking scheme in place. The scheme is
run by CPM (UK Car Park Management Limited) h�ps://www.ukcarparkmanagement.co.uk/
We’ve been told that residents are issued with two permits - one for
their allocated bay, and one for a visitor bay. When friends or
tradesman come they need to borrow the visitor permit from the
resident and display it while using a VP bay. The visitors permit only
allows a stay of up to 24 hours, with no return in 24 hours. We don’t
have details of how the scheme is policed but apparently CPM staff
carry out regular inspections and make their money from the fines.
We don’t know how successful the scheme is, nor what residents think
of it. Are there other private parking schemes? Are they successful? Let
us know please as other Sovereign Harbour developments may wish to
have a similar scheme as the demand for parking spaces increases.

The Eastbourne Historic
Vehicle Club
The Eastbourne
Historic Vehicle Club
Ltd. dates from 1975
and resulted from the
activities of a small
group of transport enthusiasts.
It is a member-involved club, run
for their enjoyment and benefit. Its
aims are simple and straightforward and its activities diverse
within the preservation field.
The Club meets on the fourth
Thursday of each Month at
Langney Sports Centre. Details on
our website: www.ehvc.biz

The Columbus Point Residents
Association
Looking after the interests of all
residents owning or renting
properties on Columbus Point,
Leasehold and Freehold alike.
For more information contact
thecpra@hotmail.com

The Garden Bar
Golf Society
We meet once a month for a day's
golf at high quality courses.
Current members cover a wide
range of abilities, with handicaps
ranging from 6 to 28 and, although
the golf is important, the social
aspects of the day are equally
significant.
For more information, call in to the
Garden Bar at The Waterfront,
Sovereign Harbour, or send us an
e-mail gardenbar@hotmail.co.uk

A parking sign at Trujillo Court
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Discounts for SHRA Members
The local companies listed below
have kindly agreed to offer a
discount to SHRA members on
production of a SHRA life
membership card. We hope this
encourages you to support these
local businesses.
The usual discount is a 10%
reduction. Terms and conditions
may apply (e.g. may apply only to food or eating in and/or only on
certain days). Please let us know of any difficulties.
• Active Days Mobility Services. Repairs and maintenance of mobility
devices. 07591 178399 www.admobilityservices.co.uk/
• AP-it. Computer health-checks, upgrades, data backup. Tel: 01323
887894 www.ap-it.co.uk
• Boatshed Brighton - 10% off brokerage through Boatshed, Sussex'
most highly rated yacht brokers. 079200 22540
timkingston@boatshed.com
h�ps://brighton.boatshed.com
• CoCo Hair - Hair and beauty salon. The Waterfront, Sovereign
Harbour: 01323 471147 www.cocohair.co.uk

Pevensey Bay
Sailing Club
Friendly, family orientated
dinghy sailing and windsurf
club, 10 minutes walk along
the beach from the harbour.
General sailing, training at all levels
and regular club racing and social
events.
We welcome beginners and
experienced sailors alike and we
sail at the weekends and on
Tuesday & Thursday evenings in
the summer. Our clubhouse offers
hot food and a bar at the weekends,
and a sun terrace with stunning
views over the bay to Bexhill and
Hastings. Do come and have a look
round the club at any time or
contact the membership secretary
by email: membership@pbsc.eu
Website: www.pbsc.org.uk

Eastbourne Age Concern
Walking for Wellness

• Curry Leaf Restaurant. On eating-in food costs. 8 Susans Road. Tel:
01323 727900 www.just-eat.co.uk/restaurants-curryleaf-bn21/
• Ganges Indian Restaurant. On food costs only. 01323 479988
www.gangesrestauranteastbourne.com
• Harbour Grill. Discount on food costs only. 01323 478151.
www.gringos-eastbourne.co.uk/
• Listening to You. Discount on Counselling services. Strictest
confidence. 07976 399 998 www.listening-to-you.co.uk
• Pablo's Restaurant. The Waterfront. On food costs only.
Telephone: 01323 470400. www.pablos-eastbourne.co.uk
• Pavilion Cinema & Theatre. Hailsham Tel: 01323 841414
www.hailshampavilion.co.uk
• Simply Italian Restaurant. The Waterfront. Discount on food costs
only. 01323 470911 www.simplyitalian.co.uk
• Sea Training Sussex (STS). On-line, shore-based and on-water
powerboat and sailing courses. Discount on some training courses.
Telephone: 07713 639066 www.seatrainingsussex.co.uk

Every Thursday morning starting
at 10.30am Walk length: 75
Minutes. Meet outside Seasons
restaurant at 10.30am for a
vigorous circular walk of up to 3
miles around the harbour, marina
and shoreline. It does you good!
There is some uneven ground.
Ends back at cafe for refreshments.
Visit website for further details.

The Garden Bar
Sunday Football Team
The team plays its home games at
Hampden Park, and have been
champions of the Lewes and
District Premiership. They have
been runners-up in several knockout cup tournaments.
For more information, call in to the
Garden Bar at The Waterfront,
Sovereign Harbour, or send an
email to: gardenbar@hotmail.co.uk

Cooking with Faz Razeen

Royal Sovereign
Bowling Club
Situated at the bowling
greens in Princes Park,
there is seating for nonbowlers and spectators
around both of the greens.
Open daily from the end of April
until end of September each year.
New members, whether new to the
game or who have played
previously, are welcome. Please
visit our website for more details
h�ps://
royalsovereignbowls.wordpress.co

Classic Cuban Arroz con Pollo (Chicken with Rice)
Few dishes express tradition quite like a hearty Cuban arroz con pollo, which directly translates to “chicken
with rice,”. but is so much more than that! This is one of those foods that often stands out as a “abuela’s
grandmothers’ favourite,”
Arroz con pollo traces its ancestry back to the Spanish colonisation of Latin America, which brought rice to the
region. As a result, many Latin countries have their own version of arroz con pollo. The Cuban way of
preparing has a lot of spices and ingredients, but it isn’t spicy.
Arroz con pollo can impress your guests and this meal will suit at any special occasion!
Ingredients

3-4 tablespoons olive oil
1 lb chicken thighs, bone in, skin on
1-1 ½ tsp cumin
1 medium size onion, chopped
1 red pepper, chopped
4-5 cloves garlic, minced
3 cups uncooked long grain white rice, rinsed
3 cups chicken stock
1 tomato chopped
1 teaspoon turmeric to colour the rice
2-3 bay leaves
2 teaspoons dried oregano
1/2 cup frozen peas
Lemon to garnish
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Method
Season the chicken thighs thoroughly with salt, pepper, cumin, oregano and put in the fridge until
you are ready to cook.
In a large saucepan or casserole dish add 2 tbsps. olive oil, sauté the chicken 3-4 minutes on
medium-high heat, browning on both sides of chicken, remove the chicken and set aside and leave
the fat in the saucepan.
In the same pan, add remaining olive oil and sauté onion, garlic and red pepper, stirring
frequently, until the onion is translucent, finally finish off by adding the chopped tomato and cook
for less than a minute.
Add the rice, chicken stock and bay leaf. Bring to a boil and then add the chicken and frozen peas,
cover the pan and simmer on low heat for 45-50 minutes as appropriate.

The Harbour W.I.
The Harbour Women’s Institute Commi�ee have been meeting via Zoom
every month since May. They decided to cancel all the proposed speakers for
2020 and if it is possible to meet before the end of the year to just have an afternoon of cha�ing to
each other! Commi�ee member Liz Newman is making enquiries about holding a Christmas
Lunch in the Hydro Hotel in December if they are able to meet up by then.
The Commi�ee have been phoning members to check on their welfare and give them any
information that might be of interest. It was decided to continue their fundraising for their 2020
charities into 2021; for Memory Lane – an Eastbourne charity set up for dementia sufferers and
their carers to a�end social events together - and the Eastbourne Women’s Refuge; although
Sandie Goman has been making dozens of bags and filling them with toiletries for the Women’s
Refuge even during lock-down. Also a total of £150 has been collected for the RNLI in memory of
Commi�ee member Irene Scoble who sadly passed away in February.
Several members have entered Hampden Park WI’s ‘Virtual Craft Show’ and have sent photos of
their entries! and member Jacquie Frost has sent a monthly Newsle�er to all members on e-mail
with a le�er from the President a�ached. So all still keeping busy!
The Harbour WI normally meets in the Sovereign Harbour Yacht Club at 2pm in the Sovereign
Suite on the second Monday of the month. At the moment everything is on hold until further
notice. The membership at the Harbour has reached a maximum for where it is held. Further
information is available from our web pages: www.shra.co.uk/wi

Scaring Away Birds
The tying of black bin liners or carrier bags to balcony railings to scare birds is
causing concern to some residents. These bags are unsightly, can be noisy and
also add to the rubbish in our gardens and on the beach when the wind
inevitability shreds them. There is more than enough plastic in the sea.
It would be down to the management/rules of each individual development to
insist such plastic bags are removed from balconies, but there are certainly
many be�er alternative bird scarers such as model owls and magpies that are
supposed to deter pigeons, fabric flags or hanging CDs that catch the light.
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Bay View Holiday Park Planning Application
Bay View currently has planning consent for 20 static holiday caravans and 94 touring pitches,
some of which have caravans or motor homes parked seasonally. The six acre site falls within both
Wealden and Eastbourne councils, with the ‘border’ being defined by Old Martello Road (the
access road from the A259). The owners also run Crowhurst Park near Ba�le which already has
static holiday caravans, including an area of Scandinavian eco-homes.
The current planning application is for 71
additional static holiday caravans instead
of the 94 touring pitches, making a total
of 91 static holiday caravans. It also
includes demolishing the existing toilet/
shower block. The application states that
the existing boundaries will be
maintained and/or improved with some
clearance of trees and undergrowth but it
doesn’t specify areas. This may impact
upon the Harbour properties bordering
Bay View. The season will be for 11
months running from March 1st until
January 31st.
The caravans are intended to be occupied
for holiday purposes only and not the
owner’s sole or main place of residence.
Bay View intends to maintain an up-to-date register of the names of all owners or occupiers on the
site and of their main home addresses.
The 20 static caravans already permi�ed at Bay View do not have any seasonal restriction on
occupancy or any occupancy restrictions. The touring caravans permi�ed on the Harbour side of
the site do not have a defined holiday season and some are sited all year round with no restriction
as to length of stay. There is no mention in the application regarding improving the access from
the A259. Full details of the application are on the Wealden Planning website: h�ps://
planning.wealden.gov.uk/plandisp.aspx?recno=149228

Lib Dem County Council Candidate Selected
Eastbourne Liberal Democrats have selected Kathy Ballard to stand against
David Elkin in the East Sussex County Council elections in 2021. Kathy says...
“I am delighted to have been chosen to fight the County Council seat for
Sovereign Ward in 2021. Sovereign is a very special place and the people
living here often feel separate from the rest of the town. As the Liberal
Democrat candidate I will be able to work closely with the Borough Council
and bring Sovereign closer involvement and influence within Eastbourne
community championing its issues both in the town and at County level. It’s
time for a new approach at ESCC and if elected I would aim to be a part of the
solution.
I pledge to the community to continue to answer the phone and email to residents as a priority and
to put public service first. I really look forward to the challenge of fighting for Sovereign as their
Liberal Democrat County Councillor. If you need to contact me I can be reached on
sovereign@eastbournelibdems.org.uk “
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SOVEREIGN COMMUNITY CHOIR
Plans are proposed for 2021
New community centre, Non profit making group,
Light-hearted & fun, Fortnightly afternoon meetings, Six meetings per term,

May 2021

inaugural meeting

September 2021

singing to start

Enthusiasm, empathy & enjoyment essential
Open to all, Max 25, No summer meetings, One off joining fee : plus £25 per term

Initially I require your email, phone number , brief
personal details & any singing experience.
Email time4music@uwclub.net ;
text 07434966314 ;
Look on Harbour Life, Next Door, Eastbournians & SHRA.
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Historic Transport Festival Cancelled
Due to the current Covid-19 situation, the annual Hellingly
Festival of Transport (FOT) held at Broad Farm over the
August Bank Holiday weekend, has been cancelled for 2020.
Eastbourne Historic Vehicle Club Ltd, the organisers of the
FOT, have regretfully decided that this year’s event, which
would have been the 45th, should not go ahead. Despite some
relaxation of the lock-down, it is felt that a gathering of several
thousand people would cause unnecessary risks for club
members, our volunteers and partners, together with the potential implications for the Emergency
Services.
Steve Young, Chairman of the EHVC, said, “The Club has taken the decision to cancel this year’s
event, the first time ever in over 40 years. The show is all about an enjoyable and safe experience
for both Entrants and the general public and we are mindful of the effects of the size of the event
on all involved, including the local Hellingly Village residents. The planning stage for this year’s
show was well underway and we thank all involved for their hard work. However, we will be
back stronger than ever next year and look forward to welcoming everyone in August 2021.”

Eastbourne Walking Festival to return this September
The ever popular Eastbourne Walking Festival returns 18 – 27
September, encouraging visitors and residents to grab their
walking boots and explore Eastbourne!
The 10 day festival is comprised of over 50 free-to-join guided
walks, alongside a number of itineraries for self-guided walks
around the town.
Eastbourne Borough Council Lead Cabinet Member for Tourism and Enterprise, Councillor
Margaret Bannister said “This annual festival is a fantastic opportunity to showcase some of the
amazing coast to country landscapes and famous landmarks that surround Eastbourne.
Walkers can enjoy a series of themed walks, ranging from Mindfulness and Wellbeing to the
Archaeology of the Seven Sisters and even a Vintage Post Box walk!
With an anticipated increase in UK staycations for the remainder of the year, particularly those
focused on ge�ing out in the great outdoors, the Eastbourne Walking Festival will be a key driver
for our town’s tourism industry.
Visitors can take comfort in the knowledge that Eastbourne’s accommodation providers,
restaurants and services have worked incredibly hard implementing the necessary safety measures
to successfully become COVID-ready, and what be�er place for a staycation than the UK’s
sunniest town!”
To allow for social distancing, guided walks will have a limited capacity with walk leaders
receiving additional training on leading walks safely to comply with current guidelines.
More information on the Eastbourne Walking Festival, including signing up to guided walks
through the event’s online calendar, can be found on the brand new website,
www.eastbournewalkingfestival.com. With limited spaces available on each walk, book your
space now to avoid disappointment.
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Complaint Contacts - Who to complain to
It is important that in the first instance residents politely complain to the relevant authority or
body to properly register a complaint and to give them the opportunity to put things right
within a reasonable time frame. If appropriate, a complaint should be done in writing, email or
text because a laid and dated, paper-trail can be extremely helpful evidence when taking a
ma�er further. Always keep a record or copy of your complaint noting the date and hour it was
made, and to whom.
● Abandoned Asda Shopping Trolley - Contact Trolleywise
Tel: 0800 316 1241
Email: Trolleywise@wanzl.co.uk
● Dog Fouling - Eastbourne Borough Council (EBC)
www.lewes-eastbourne.gov.uk/streets-parking-and-travel/
li�er-and-street-cleaning/report-dog-fouling-in-eastbourne
● EBC Report a Problem - EBC one-stop gateway for reporting various problems:
www.lewes-eastbourne.gov.uk/report-a-problem/
Tel: 01323 410000 Any problem relating to EBC may be reported on this number.
● EBC ‘Report It’ smartphone app. The quickest way to report
environmental problems to the council when you are out and about.
In just a few taps you can report the problem, give the location and
include a photo. Your report then goes straight through to the right
team to deal with the issue. Examples of the types of issue you can report include: Fly tipping,
li�ering, li�er bins & dog bins that need to be cleaned or emptied, dog fouling, street cleaning
such as sweeping or removal of leaves and weeds, and many more. You can download the app
for Android or iPhone from your phone’s app store or from:
www.lewes-eastbourne.gov.uk/streets-parking-and-travel/report-it/
● EBC - Planning & Buildings Control
Search Planning Applications, Make a Planning Application, Trees and Hedges Protection
www.lewes-eastbourne.gov.uk/planning-and-building-control
● EBC - Streets, Parking, Travel - Li�er, Street Cleaning, Street Lighting, Car Parking, Bus Passes
www.lewes-eastbourne.gov.uk/streets-parking-and-travel/
Tel: 01323 410000
● Highways and lighting -East Sussex County Council: www.eastsussexhighways.com/
● Parking Enforcement – NSL Eastbourne. Email: eastbournePIC@nslservices.co.uk
Tel: 0345 6801129
● Southern Water - Complaints about odour should be made directly on tel 0330 303 0368, so
that any potential issues can be systematically logged, investigated and followed up on,
including going back to the person who complained with an explanation.
● Sovereign Harbour Neighbourhood Panel (SHNP)
On-going issues may also be brought to the a�ention of the SHNP who regularly meet with
council officials and members of other bodies to discuss a range of neighbourhood issues.
Email: shnp21@hotmail.com
● Tidiness of paths & roundabouts, weeding, li�er, graffiti
EBC Neighbourhood First. Zone 3 covers Sovereign Harbour.
Email: Customerfirst@eastbourne.gov.uk
● Waterways, bridges, boating - contact Premier Marinas.
Tel: 01323 470 099. Email:
sovereignharbour@premiermarina
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Sovereign Harbour Photo Club
Hi good people of Sovereign harbour,
As the resident local Photo Club, we have suffered, like many
social organisations around the world, let alone Eastbourne. Our
usual weekly gathering at Sovereign Harbour Yacht Club and
excursions to local photo shoot locations, just haven’t happened
and hasn’t yet restarted.
We have tried very hard to keep our members occupied in the
photography field, by holding weekly zoom meetings with
members (very responsible social distancing, of course), where we
have been sharing our favourite pictures and of course cha�ing
about our shared interest in photography and of course having a
laugh. We are also having a weekly challenge ‘topic’, for members
to stretch their artistic skills, posting their entries on our Facebook
site (Sovereign Harbour Photoclub UK). The member with the most ‘likes’ then gets their picture
posted at the head of the page for a week. All good fun and a bit of a challenge (no prizes i’m
afraid).
A few examples are shown here... “Leading Lines”, “water”,
“wildlife”, “Architecture“, “do you know what it is yet” and
“fill the frame with colour”. We will let you study the
pictures to decide which title corresponds to which photos.
We have also been out individually ( social distancing of
course) taking pictures locally of our harbour boats, sea, flora
and fauna. It’s quite surprising what there is to photograph
without even trying too hard.
We are all off out together for the first time in months ( still
social distancing) this week to Birling Gap to take pictures.
Hopefully some good seascapes and sunsets should result. Anyone interested is welcome to join
us in future, just follow our Facebook page for updates and information.
We sincerely look forward to ge�ing back to our good friends at Sovereign Harbour Yacht club as
soon as government rules allow larger gatherings. In the mean time, please check out our
Facebook site and feel free to contact me at: robertstanborough@hotmail.com if you are interested
in joining us.
We are a friendly club who simply have a mutual
interest in photography and who want to help one
another get the best from their photography. We
don’t care what your equipment is, be it a top end
digital SLR or indeed the trusty Smart phone, all
are welcome.
We will let you know when we are back meeting at
the Yacht Club, so watch this space Stay safe and
“keep snapping”
Bob Stanborough
Secretary
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