Over 80 Members of the Harbour W.I. met on a wet and windy January
afternoon in the Sovereign Suite of the Sovereign Yacht Club for the first
meeting of the year, when the speaker, Bill McNaught, gave a fascinating
talk entitled ‘Brunel – Three Generations - Father, Son and Grandson.’
Isambard Kingdom Brunel – the son – took his name from his English
mother, Kingdom and his French father, Marc Brunel, who was the second
son of a farmer and destined to become a priest. He had different ideas and
joined the Navy! It was while serving 6 years on the Navy’s sailing ships
that he invented a machine to manufacture the wooden blocks used on the
ships and started the first mass production – this, in turn, led to him starting
a sawmill on the banks of the Thames which needed a railway! – and so it
went on. He built railways, tunnels and suspension bridges. He also made a
machine to mass produce boots for the Duke of Wellington’s troops; and
the Duke was heard to say that ‘The Boots Won the War!’
His son had received a good education and carried on with the inventions.
He built and patented a ‘Tunnel Shield’ to protect workers tunnelling under
the Thames from Rotherhithe to Limehouse; and after a spell in debtor’s
prison when the sawmill went bankrupt, went on to build more bridges,
railways and ships; the last one of which was the largest steam ship of the
time, the S.S. Great Eastern. The ship suffered a major explosion because
of a design fault. This seriously affected Isambard’s health and he died at
the age of 53. His son Henry, who was 17 when Isambard died, followed in
his footsteps and one of his designs was all the steelwork for London
Bridge. What an interesting and productive family! … And a very
interesting talk!
The Harbour W.I. Lunch Club went to The Cornfield Garage
(Wetherspoons) on the 19th January and is having lunch in the Thai Marina
restaurant in Sovereign Harbour on February 24th. Uckfield Craft Fair is on
March 2nd; and the East Sussex Federation ACM is on the 9th April. The
Theatre Group are going to see Tommy Steele in ‘The Glen Miller Story’
on the 11th February and ‘The Last Tango’ at the Congress in April - and
there is a weekend visit to Denman College also in April. The Craft Club
meet every third Monday of the month in the Baptist Church in Pevensey
Bay. On January 18th they met to discuss next year’s programme and also
the schedule for the South of England Show at Ardingly.
Next month’s meeting is on the 8th February when the speaker will be
Harry Pope, asking “What’s it Worth?”
The Harbour W.I. has reached a maximum for the premises where it is
held, but visitors are welcome by prior arrangement with Frances Harrap
on 01323 472649. Information is also available on the S.H.R.A. website.
www.shra.co.uk/wi

Members of the Harbour W.I. were asked to become antique experts by
their speaker Harry Pope at the February meeting. Harry set a quiz with 6
items which he passed around the tables for them to value. Nobody had
them all correct! – Irene Scoble won a prize for being the nearest. Harry
gave her two tickets to join one of his guided walks.
Harry has many strings to his bow since retiring from his profession as a
funeral director. His talk to the members on Monday covered antiques and
collectables. He giving them a few tips about auction houses and also what
to look for when buying items which may increase in value. Old Comics
and Annuals seem to have a good record! He finished by looking at items
the members had brought along for him to give his personal estimated
valuation.
The Harbour W.I. Lunch Club is having lunch in Sovereign Harbour for the
next two months - the Thai Marina restaurant on February 24th and Pablo’s
in March. (Not too far to travel if the weather is bad!); ESFWI Uckfield
Craft Fair is on March 2nd; and the East Sussex Federation Annual Meeting
is on the 9th April.
The Theatre Group went to see Tommy Steele in ‘The Glen Miller Story’
on the 11th February at the Congress Theatre and there is an outing to see
‘The Last Tango’ at the Congress on the 21st April.
There is a very popular ‘Residential Designer Weekend’ visit to Denman
College in April and President, Hiliary Hooper, has made inquiries into a
trip to Arundel Castle in September.
The Craft Club meet every third Monday of the month in the Baptist
Church in Pevensey Bay. In February they will start making ‘Twiddle
Muffs’ for dementia patients, as well as using remaining quilt pieces to
make useful items.
Next month the Harbour W.I. will meet on the 14th March in the Sovereign
Suite of the Sovereign Harbour Yacht Club at 2pm when the speaker will
be Brian Freeland with a talk entitled “Around the World in Eighty Plays”.
The competition will be for a ‘Printed Special Invitation’.
The Harbour W.I. has reached a maximum for the premises where it is
held, but visitors are welcome by prior arrangement with Frances Harrap
on 01323 472649.

THE HARBOUR WI.
After welcoming two new members to the Harbour WI on March 14th,
President Hillary Hooper went on to present Heather Hyrapiet, who is
retiring as a WI Adviser, with a gift on behalf of the members. Heather was
instrumental in starting The Harbour WI nearly nine years ago.

Brian Freeland was the speaker for the afternoon with a talk entitled
‘Around the World in 80 Plays’. He recounted his experiences as a stage
manager for the British Council; a non-government group who tour the
world putting on performances of drama, musicals and concerts. They are a
charity set up to spread learning opportunities and British culture
worldwide. His expertise was stage lighting which he had learnt when he
was a Butlin’s Redcoat in Scotland for 3 years. This led to him becoming a
trainee assistant manager at the London Palladium, then manager of the
Royal Shakespeare Co. at the Bristol Old Vic. The Bristol Old Vic toured
abroad with three plays with the British Council – and so it all began! Brian
was hooked. He carried on with the Council until he retired, travelling all
over the world, meeting many famous (and infamous!) people. Brian was a
very interesting man with many fascinating tales to tell.
The Harbour WI Lunch Club ate in the Thai Marina restaurant on February
24th and Pablo’s on March 16th. They are planning ‘Lunch in the Park’ – at
Hampden Park Bowls Club on Thursday 14th April. Jan Field is again
opening her beautiful garden to members for a Summer Garden Party in
July. Proceeds are going to St.Wilfreds Hospice.
The Theatre Group are having a light meal in Rosetta’s before a matinee
performance of ‘The Last Tango’ at the Congress on the 21st April. East
Sussex Federation Annual Meeting is on the 9th April in the Winter

Gardens. There is a ‘Residential Designer Weekend’ visit to Denman
College in April, a visit to the South of England Show at Ardingly in June
and a trip to Arundel Castle in September. Busy times!
The Craft Club meet every third Monday of the month in the Baptist
Church in Pevensey Bay. In February they made greetings cards and plan
to make a wall hanging in March. April is going to be an all day sugar craft
workshop with Heather Hyrapiet.
Next month the Harbour WI will meet on the 11th April in the Sovereign
Suite of the Sovereign Harbour Yacht Club at 2pm when the speaker will
be David Bramwell giving a talk on ‘The History of the Trickster.’
Following this theme, the competition will be for the Funniest April Fool
Joke.
The Harbour WI has reached a maximum for the premises where it is held,
but visitors are welcome by prior arrangement with Frances Harrap on
01323 472649.

THE HARBOUR W.I.
Gill Nokes, member and former President of the Harbour W.I., was elected
County Chairman of the East Sussex Federation following the retirement of
Kathryn Hutson at the Annual Meeting and at the Harbour’s April meeting
President, Hiliary Hooper congratulated her and presented her with a
bouquet of flowers. Hiliary also presented Rosalind Bainbridge with a gift
for her 94th! Birthday and Elaine Smith was complimented on her photo
entry on the 2017 Calendar – ‘Hostelries in East Sussex’ – for which she
received the Judges Cup.
David Bramwell then gave a talk about ‘The History of the Trickster’. One
of the stories he told was about ‘Doctor’Lopsang Rampa who wrote The
Third Eye and many other books about his upbringing as a Tibetan Lama
and his paranormal and occult experiences, when, in fact, he wasn’t a
doctor but a Cornish plumber called Cyril Hoskins who had never left
England. He didn’t even have a passport! He had several other tales about
‘Tricksters’ or ‘Creative Liars’ including the man who sent 30,000 objects
through the post and a competition held in America every year for the most
‘Deceitful Story’ – won seven times by the same man!
The Harbour W.I. Lunch Club had ‘Lunch in the Park’ – at Hampden Park
Bowls Club on Thursday 14th April and are planning a June lunch at the
Beach Deck [hopefully sitting in the sun]. Jan Field is opening her lovely
garden to members for a Summer Garden Party in July, with the proceeds
going to St.Wilfreds Hospice.
The Theatre Group are having lunch in Rosetta’s before a matinee
performance of ‘The Last Tango’ at the Congress on the 21st April. There’s
a ‘Designer Weekend’ visit to Denman College on April 24th, a visit to the
South of England Show at Ardingly in June and a trip to Arundel Castle in
September. A Coffee Morning is being arranged for October at the
Lansdowne Hotel and Christmas Lunch is already booked at the Cooden
Beach Hotel on December 14th!
The Craft Club meet every third Monday of the month in the Baptist
Church in Pevensey Bay. In March they made a wall hanging and April
was an all day sugar craft workshop with Heather Hyrapiet.
Next month the Harbour W.I. will meet on the 9th May in the Sovereign
Suite of the Sovereign Harbour Yacht Club at 2pm for the Resolution
Meeting, followed by The Harbour W.I. version of Poetry Please and a
Quiz set by Carole Kilby. Inner Beauty from the Harbour beauty salon will
also be giving hand and neck massages!!
The Harbour W.I. has reached a maximum for the premises where it is
held, but visitors are welcome by prior arrangement with Frances Harrap
on 01323 472649.

THE HARBOUR W.I.
May 9th was the Resolution Meeting for the Harbour W.I.. This is when
members vote on resolutions they wish to be put forward at the National
Meeting by their chosen delegate. This year the meeting is being held in
Brighton and Beryl Lloyd-Jones is the delegate for the Harbour W.I. and
three other local W.I.s. There were two proposed resolutions and it was
voted that both should be put forward for the vote at the annual meeting in
June.
To lighten the mood five members then gave poetry readings, including
one written by Carole Kilby entitled ‘Indecision’ – as she couldn’t decide
which poem to read! Carole also devised a Quiz for the members and while
they were pondering their answers, they were treated to neck and hand
massages by Inner Beauty from The Waterfront in the harbour. The six
ladies in the winning team each won a voucher for £10 to be used in Di
Lieto’s Coffee Lounge in Sovereign Harbour – half of which was very
kindly donated by Bruno - ‘Mr. Di Lieto’ himself.
The Harbour W.I. Lunch Club are planning a June lunch at the Beach Deck
[behind Treasure Island] and Jan Field is opening her beautiful garden to
members for a Summer Garden Party – with tea and cakes! - on July 20th.
The proceeds are going to St.Wilfreds Hospice.
There’s a visit to the South of England Show at Ardingly on June 9th where
several Harbour W.I. members will be entering the various classes. A trip
to Arundel Castle has been booked for September and a Coffee Morning is
being arranged for October at the Lansdowne Hotel. Christmas Lunch is at
the Hydra Hotel on December 19th.
The Craft Club meet every third Monday of the month in the Baptist
Church in Pevensey Bay. They all enjoyed Heather Hyrapiet’s sugarcraft
workshop last month. This month they were shown how to do ‘quilling’ to
decorate cards.
At next month’s meeting the Harbour W.I. will meet on June 13th, the day
after the Queen’s official Birthday, in the Sovereign Suite of the Sovereign
Harbour Yacht Club. They will celebrate Her Majesty’s 90th Birthday with
a cake and the speaker, Peter Pyemont, will be giving a talk about “The
Queen’s Year”.
The Harbour W.I. has reached a maximum for the premises where it is
held, but visitors are welcome by prior arrangement with Frances Harrap
on 01323 472649.

The June Meeting of the Harbour W.I. started on a sad note when a minutes
silence was held to remember and reflect on the life of Jennifer Selley, a
founder member, who passed away on the 8th June.
The meeting was presided over by Vice President Jacquie Frost as
President Hiliary Hooper is enjoying a well deserved holiday. Jacquie had
encouraged the members to wear red, white and blue as the meeting was
celebrating the Queen’s Official 90th Birthday. There was also a delightful
cake baked and decorated by Heather Hyrapiet for the Ladies to have with
their tea.

Jacquie introduced the afternoon’s speaker Paul James aka Lady Crabtree
who stood in at short notice for Peter Pyemont who was unwell. ‘She’ was
her usual amusing and very entertaining self, having “stepped into the
breach” – as she put it! The Dowager Lady Constance Crabtree recounted
several of her brushes with royalty including those with Her Majesty. She
then went on to talk about her twin sister Millicent, who was on husband
no.5! and had a very colourful life. Her tip to the members at the end of her
talk was – ‘Lie about your age. Add the years on! … then everyone will
think you are marvellous for your age!’
On a lovely sunny day on June 9th 20 members visited the South of
England Show at Ardingly where several Harbour W.I. members had
exhibited in the W.I. marquee. Sadly none of the entries won a prize, but
there was some very stiff competition! A trip to Arundel Castle has been
booked for September 14th and a Coffee Morning is being arranged for
October 20th at the Lansdowne Hotel. Christmas Lunch is at the Hydro
Hotel on December 19th.

The Lunch Club went to the Beach Deck on June 20th and Jan Field is
holding a Summer Garden Party in her beautiful garden on July 20th, with
proceeds going to St.Wilfreds Hospice. In August the Lunch club is going
to The Moorings.
The Craft Club meet every third Monday of the month in the Baptist
Church in Pevensey Bay. This month they did ‘Chicken Scratch’ and also
discussed what could be done with the remainder of the quilt pieces –
maybe a cloth for the raffle table.
At next month’s meeting the Harbour W.I. will meet on July 11th in the
Sovereign Suite of the Sovereign Harbour Yacht Club. The speaker will be
Sue Pellow with a talk titled ‘My Life as a Celebrant’.
The Harbour W.I. has reached a maximum for the premises where it is
held, but visitors are welcome by prior arrangement with Frances Harrap
on 01323 472649.

The Harbour W.I. met in July and welcomed their guest speaker, Sue
Pellow who gave an informative talk about being a Celebrant. The
definition of a Celebrant is someone who participates or takes part in a
religious ceremony. The members then heard from one of their members,
Jackie Stevens, who is a Registrar working in Eastbourne. It was
interesting to compare the differences between them and their roles.
President Hiliary Hooper announced that a bursary of up to £350 for
Denman College is to be offered at the October birthday meeting.
Hiliary also spoke about the fundraising for ACWW for the coming year.
Support will be given to a remote Indian tribe to help young women
become independent by making things to sell.
Beryl Lloyd-Jones was the delegate for the Harbour W.I. at the National
Meeting in Brighton and reported that there were now 226,402 W.I.
members in this country!
On July 20th Jan Field held a Summer Garden Party in her beautiful garden,
with proceeds going to St.Wilfreds Hospice. The sun shone and the tea and
cakes were as marvellous as always! Then in August the Lunch Club went
to The Moorings for a very pleasant £10 lunch.

A trip to Arundel Castle has been booked for September 14 th and a Coffee
Morning is being arranged for October 20th at the Lansdowne Hotel.
Christmas Lunch is at the Hydro Hotel on December 19th.
The Craft Club meet every third Monday of the month in the Baptist
Church in Pevensey Bay. In July they made ‘Dorset Buttons’ and also
discussed what could be done with the remainder of the quilt pieces –
maybe a cloth for the raffle table.
There was no meeting in August, but the September meeting will be held in
the Sovereign Suite of the Sovereign Harbour Yacht Club where the
speaker will be Pam Goodall giving a talk entitled ‘Talk About Talks’. Pam
has been a speaker before for the Harbour when she brought her bike along
and told the members about going ‘Around the World on a Bike’!
The Harbour W.I. welcomes visitors by prior arrangement with Frances
Harrap on 01323 472649.

THE HARBOUR W.I.
Members of the Harbour W.I. were told that Jan Field’s Garden Party on a
sunny afternoon in July raised £400 for St.Wilfreds Hospice. Also, the cake
made by Rita Nunn and won by Elaine Smith was donated to St.Wilfreds
by Elaine and raised another £100 when it was raffled! Secretary, Irene
Scoble read a letter of thanks from St.Wilfreds with a special thank you to
Jan for once again sharing her beautiful garden.
President Hiliary Hooper announced that a bursary of up to £350 for a
Denman College course is to be offered at the October Birthday meeting.
Hiliary also showed members the lovely patchwork tablecloth that Ann
Biddle has made for the raffle table. It was put together from left over
pieces of the patchwork quilt the members made last year.
The speaker for the afternoon was Pam Goodall. Pam had spoken to the
members before about her trip round the world – on her bike! This time she
spoke about her many experiences as she has travelled around giving her
talks. She travels by bike as much as possible which can mean taking it on
trains – not always a pleasant experience. She told of the time a smartly
dressed man using a mobile phone complained loudly to the person at the
end of his phone that ‘a sh…y cyclist’ had entered the carriage and kicked
her bike on his way out. In contrast, a young man with tattoos and alcohol
on his breath offered to carry her bike up the steps for her. He told her he
had a drink problem and had been in prison. He wanted to know how she
had lost her driving license, assuming that was why she was on a bike!

The last of the ‘Indian Summer’ weather was enjoyed by the members on a
day trip to Arundel Castle on the 14th September. There was a buggy for
those who couldn’t walk up the hill which meant that everyone could enjoy
the Castle and the beautiful surroundings.
The Lunch Club are going to the Thai Marina Restaurant in the harbour on
the 9th November and a Coffee Morning is being arranged for October 20th
at the Lansdowne Hotel. Christmas Lunch is at the Hydro Hotel on
December 19th.
The Craft Club meet every third Monday of the month in the Baptist
Church in Pevensey Bay. On the 19th September they were shown how to
do ‘Iris Folding’ by Irene Scoble.
October is the 9th Birthday of the Harbour W.I. and a special meeting will
be held in the Sovereign Suite of the Sovereign Harbour Yacht Club where
the speaker will be Lee Reynolds giving a talk about ‘My Life as a Tiller
Girl’. The catering committee will also be providing goodies with tea!
Enquiries about membership can be made to Frances Harrap on 01323
472649.

THE HARBOUR W.I.
The 9th Birthday of the Harbour W.I. turned out to be a real celebration,
with a lovely tea provided by the catering committee. The room looked
very attractive and welcoming with the tables decorated in pink and green
and there were a record number of members and guests attending … 91 in
all!

The speaker, Lee Reynolds, added to the enjoyment. Lee was a former
‘Tiller Girl’ and after giving members a brief history of how the Tiller
Girls were formed, went on to tell some very amusing and sometimes quite
naughty stories of her life in the entertainment world. She auditioned for
her first job at the age of 14 (she lied about her age!) and is still working at
the age of 67. She now gets jobs where they need ‘wrinkly dancers’ as she
put it! Over the years Lee has worked with many famous people including
Tom Jones, Billy Cotton, Harry Worth and of course Bruce Forsyth. Apart
from being a Tiller girl for 4 years, she has worked with the Young
Generation, the 2nd Generation and Pan’s People and has appeared in many
TV shows. She put her success down to a brilliant dance teacher, Miss
Barbara, who was so strict that in Lee’s words “She could have sorted out
Syria in a week!”
After tea, President Hiliary Hooper asked the guests from Langney W.I. to
help with the draw for a £350 bursary towards a course for Denman
College. It was won by Janet Baldwin and new member Gill Smith was
drawn as a reserve. The afternoon finished with a bumper raffle organised
by Olwen Clancey and Elaine Smith.

A Coffee Morning was held on Thursday 20th October at the Lansdowne
Hotel on a beautiful sunny day in a room overlooking the sea. Members
brought exhibits they had entered for the South of England Show and these
were put on display.
The Lunch Club are going to the Thai Marina Restaurant in the harbour on
the 9th November and the Marshdown Christmas Carol Service is on the
2nd December. Also, Christmas Lunch is booked at the Hydro Hotel on
December 19th.
The Craft Club meet every third Monday of the month in the Baptist
Church in Pevensey Bay. They made Christmas tree decorations and
baubles on the 16th October.
The November Meeting will be held in the Sovereign Suite of the
Sovereign Harbour Yacht Club at 2pm. There is no speaker as it is the
AGM, but there will be a Quiz … with prizes!
Enquiries about membership can be made to Frances Harrap on 01323
472649.

THE HARBOUR W.I.
The 9th Annual Meeting of the Harbour W.I. was well attended on a wet
and miserable afternoon. After a hearty rendition of ‘Jerusalem’ President
Hiliary Hooper welcomed everyone and Secretary Irene Scoble read out the
correspondence. This included thank you cards received from the
Marshdown W.I.s who attended the Harbour Birthday Meeting and a thank
you card from HM the Queen for the card sent on the occasion of her 90th
Birthday.
Next year’s programme was outlined to the members by Jacquie Frost who
has compiled the programme assisted by Daphne Chamberlain. Jacquie
also thanked Marian Charlton and Julie Stone for putting together a very
interesting selection for this year.
Treasurer Christine Bateman gave the members the Financial Statement.
The Annual Report was then read by Irene Scoble, followed by the
President’s Report, read by Hiliary Hooper. All the existing Committee
agreed to stay for another year, with another member, Maureen Satchel
joining them. Voting for the President was overseen by the County
Chairman Gill Nokes and Hiliary Hooper was voted in as President. Hiliary
thanked all the people who had helped over the previous year and gave
small gifts to husbands who have also helped.
With the formal side of the meeting over the afternoon ended with a Quiz
about ‘British Counties’ – devised by Irene Scoble. Irene was given the job
to stop her winning …. Again! It ended with a tie-break. Two tables got 17
out of the 20 questions correct. The victorious team of eight took home a
bottle of wine each.
The Marshdown Christmas Carol Service is on the 2nd December at St
Barnabus Church in Langney and around 50 members are booked for
Christmas Lunch at the Hydro Hotel on December 19th.
The Craft Club met in the Baptist Church Hall in Pevensey Bay to make
beaded Christmas Angels and Stars – with Pat Chatterton showing them
how! The President presented Marian Charlton, who is stepping down from
running the Craft Club, with a thank you gift.
The December 12th Meeting is the Christmas Party and will be held in the
Sovereign Suite of the Sovereign Harbour Yacht Club at 2pm. A very
popular speaker, Eliza McClelland, is going to entertain the members with
‘Stories, Jokes and Quizzes’!? There will also be ‘Festive Refreshments’
supplied by the catering committee.
Enquiries about membership can be made to Frances Harrap on 01323
472649.
Information is also available on the SHRA website. www.shra.co.uk

THE HARBOUR W.I.
The Marshdown Christmas Carol Service on the 2nd December at St. Barnabus
Church in Langney was the start of festivities for the Harbour W.I. A local
primary school choir sang carols and helped to make it a very happy occasion.
At the December Meeting the members were told of the sad passing of longstanding member, Tina Davanna. A minute’s silence was held for quiet
reflection.
The afternoon continued with information about bursaries, resolutions and
various future events in the Federation calendar. The newly re-formed 4th
Monday Club was well attended in November and is continuing again in
January at ‘Simply Italian’. .. and the Lunch Club is meeting on January 24th at
The Smugglers Inn in Pevensey. Good food, reasonably priced and local.
Then followed the Christmas Party! The
room looked very colourful and the tables
were filled with all sorts of delicious
savoury and sweet delights made by the
Catering Committee – helped down with a
glass of wine! There was a bumper raffle
and a competition for the best homemade
Christmas card which was won by Irene
Scoble.

The entertainer for the afternoon was Eliza
McClelland. Eliza is always popular with the
members and she didn’t disappoint them - with
her saucy anecdotes, her even saucier songs! and
her ‘quizzes’! She had them singing ‘In
Harmony’?? … and staging a pantomime. All
finished off with a rather risqué joke!
Christmas Lunch was at The Hydro Hotel on the
19th December. Lovely surroundings, great service
and very good food. A pleasant end to the festive
season and to a very successful and fun-packed
year for the Harbour W.I.
Next month’s meeting will be held on the 9th
January 2017 in the Sovereign Suite of the
Sovereign Harbour Yacht Club at 2pm, when the
speaker will be Ann Chance OBE giving a talk
entitled ‘Saddle sore in Montana’. There will be a sales table for Unwanted
Christmas Gifts!
Enquiries about membership can be made to Frances Harrap on 01323 472649.

