THE HARBOUR W.I.
Eighteen Members sent their apologies to the President Hiliary Hooper for
not being at the Meeting on the 9th January . . . mostly illness! The
federation’s events and bursaries were read out by the secretary Irene
Scoble, the financial statement by the treasurer, Christine Bateman, and the
outings by Pat Pearce. Hiliary welcomed a new committee member, Jackie
Stevens, who is replacing Catherine Smith. Catherine, who is moving, was
thanked for her time on the committee.
The afternoon continued with
the
programme
secretary,
Jacquie
Frost
introducing
speaker Ann Chance OBE. Ann
arrived in full cowboy gear,
including a lasso! and gave a
very fun talk to the members
entitled “Saddle Sore in
Montana”. Ann had always
wanted to go on a ‘Cattle
Drive’ from the age of eight,
but didn’t actually learn to ride
until she was 64! Since then
she has been on five cattle
drives; she’s now 79. The
cattle drives lived up to all her
expectations.
They shouted
‘Yee-hah’- ‘Head ‘em up and
move ’em on’ and also
‘Wagons roll’! She even sat
round campfires and ate baked
beans.
Ann explained the
cowboy outfit – the 18 inch
high boots with bells on were to deter Rattle Snakes – heavy Wrangler jeans
and a long sleeved shirt for the sun – leather gloves – and a bandanna that had
several uses, from keeping the dust and insects out of your mouth to washing
with. All topped off with the cowboy hat with its ‘Stampede Strap’. She can
now lasso a cow (if it’s standing still!), crack a bullwhip and round up strays
(if there aren’t too many!) Ann has raised lots of money for charity with her
cattle drives and amusing talks and was awarded the OBE for her work. She
passed her medal around for all the members to see.
The Craft Club met on the 2nd Monday of the month where it was decided
that they would continue with a ‘Knit and Natter’ in various people’s
houses. The Lunch Club went to the Smugglers at Pevensey on the 24 th
January and will be going to the Pomodoro Mozzarella in February. There

is also a lunch at the Langham Hotel on April 7th, when the speaker will be
one of the ‘Calendar Girls’.
The Annual Meeting is at the Winter Gardens in March and the re-formed
4th Monday Club is planning more meetings. So, a busy time ahead!
Next month’s meeting will be held on the 13th February 2017 in the
Sovereign Suite of the Sovereign Harbour Yacht Club at 2pm, when the
speaker will be Mike Bustard talking about ‘Courtroom Drama and
Magistrates in the Community’ and the competition will be a “Valentine’s
Day” theme.
Enquiries about membership can be made to Frances Harrap on 01323
472649. Information is also available on the S.H.R.A. website.

THE HARBOUR W.I.
Several guests were at the February Meeting of the Harbour W.I. and after
welcoming them and dealing with the correspondence, President Hiliary
Hooper asked the Members to vote for the charity they would support for
the coming year. It was decided to back ‘The Friends of the DGH’ who are
campaigning to establish a radiotherapy unit at the hospital. At the moment
patients have to travel to Brighton and sometimes Maidstone for treatment.
As this has affected several Members it was voted for unanimously. They
need £386,000 and have about £80,000 to go.
The speakers for the afternoon were two magistrates from Hastings Court,
Sally Ann Hart and Sandra Garner. They explained that their role is
voluntary and has been for over 650 years, since 1361. Magistrates deal
with 95% of criminal justice – Adult, Family and Juvenile. The Adult court
has three magistrates for sentencing by trial. They have sentencing
guidelines – a maximum of 6 months custody, which can be suspended –
community programmes, which involve drug and alcohol rehabilitation,
unpaid community work – or fines, which are up to a maximum of £5,000
[with custody for non-payment]. But the most common punishment is
conditional discharge, which means they are before the magistrates again if
they reoffend! The most upsetting and also most satisfying is the Family
Court – upsetting when they have to take a child in to care, satisfying when
they arrange the adoption of a child into a loving family. Sally Ann told the
members about a few light-hearted moments, such as when the family of a
very elderly man accused of careless driving cheered as he was banned!
The Craft Club met on the 3rd Monday of the month in Hobbycraft who
very kindly offered their premises to be used by the group every month.
They have several projects in hand including knitting ‘Little Yellow
Ducks’ to promote organ donation. The Lunch Club went to the Pomodoro
Mozzarella on the 20th February, and will be going to the Pilot in the
Meads on the 22nd March and the Langham Hotel on April 7th where there
will be a talk by one of the ‘Calendar Girls’. The Annual Meeting is at the
Winter Gardens in March with two very interesting speakers. The reformed 4th Monday Club meets in Simply Italian every month and 20
tickets have been provisionally booked for a matinee performance of ‘The
Mikado’ at the Devonshire Park Theatre on the 3rd May. There is also an
outing planned for June to Hever Castle for the Flower Festival.
Next month’s meeting will be held on the 13th March in the Sovereign
Suite of the Sovereign Harbour Yacht Club at 2pm. The theme for the
afternoon is ‘Chiefly Yourselves’ and Members will be telling stories and
recounting experiences.
Enquiries about membership can be made to Frances Harrap on 01323
472649.

THE HARBOUR W.I.
The Members supplied the entertainment for the March Meeting of the Harbour W.I. – starting with a
fairly new member, Maggie de Voss, with a very colourful and interesting history! Maggie started life
just before the war in Yorkshire and after a rather troubled and difficult childhood [her father was away
fighting in the war and her mother died when she was ten] she became a rebellious and disturbed
teenager. She ran away from home and ‘a wicked stepmother’! to Southend on Sea and a new life as a
wife and mother. When this no longer worked, Maggie moved to Eastbourne and took a teaching degree.
She soon realised that she enjoyed helping teenagers with problems; probably because of her own
background; and went on to become a very successful child psychologist and Consultant until her
retirement.
Barbara Harwood was the next member to talk about her life. She worked for the very prestigious Russell
and Bromley for 21 years and brought along a selection from her own collection of beautiful shoes and
handbags. She has in excess of 60 pairs of shoes and matching handbags! Barbara gave a brief history of
the shop and recounted a few humorous moments.
Last but not least was the Harbour’s oldest member at 94! Rosalind Bainbridge. Rosalind was a Wren in
Portsmouth during the Second World War and was sent to Northern Ireland to support the Fleet Air Arm.
The small village had no entertainment, so they had to make their own. They made ‘Can Can’ outfits
from blackout material and bandages! She also managed to get a flight in a Swordfish. Very nice until the
pilot started acrobatics and she was sick! One advantage was that food was plentiful from across the
border as Ireland was not in the war. Rosalind then read two poems – the sad but charming ‘Papa’s
Letter’ and ‘Women’.
The three Members all ran over their allotted 15minutes but nobody complained! To finish off the
afternoon, dance teacher Claire gave a Zumba demonstration with only one brave member joining her!!
The ‘Knit and Natter Group’ met on the 3rd Monday of the month in Hobbycraft who not only offered
their premises to be used by the group every month – they supply them with tea! Several projects are in
hand including knitting cot blankets for premature babies and ‘Fiddle Cuffs’ for dementia sufferers. The
Lunch Club went to the Pilot Inn in the Meads on the 22nd March and are going to the Langham Hotel on
April 7th for lunch and a talk by one of the ‘Calendar Girls’. The Annual Meeting is in the Winter
Gardens at the end of March with the new Chairman Gill Nokes from the Harbour W.I. There are also
two other very interesting speakers. The re-formed 4th Monday Club meets in Simply Italian every month
and 20 tickets have been provisionally booked for a matinee performance of ‘The Mikado’ at the
Devonshire Park Theatre on the 3rd May with lunch in Rosetto beforehand. There is an outing planned for
‘Hever in Bloom’ the Flower Festival at beautiful Hever Castle in June.
Next month’s meeting will be held on the 10th April in the Sovereign Suite of the Sovereign Harbour
Yacht Club at 2pm. Michelle Ernoult from the Little Honey Bee Co. is bringing a beehive, a smoker and
some of her own honey to sell!
Enquiries about membership can be made to Frances Harrap on 01323 472649. Information is also
available on the S.H.R.A. website.
www.shra.co.uk/wi

THE HARBOUR W.I.
President Hiliary Hooper welcomed three new members and three guests to a very
well attended meeting on the 10th April. She then presented a small gift to the Harbour
W.I.’s oldest member Rosalind Bainbridge for her 95th Birthday on the 6th April.
The afternoon continued with Michelle Ernout from ‘The Little Honey Bee Co.’
giving the members a fascinating insight into the world of the honey bee. She arrived
with a large clumsy looking polystyrene box. This turned out to be a bee-hive! Not the
pretty slatted wood version that everyone imagines, but as Michelle went on to
explain, much more practical. Cooler in summer, warmer in winter, almost
indestructible and bigger with less weight involved. The Queen bee can lay up to
2,000 eggs a day and can live for 4 or 5 years, the girl bees or ‘workers’ collect all the
pollen and die of exhaustion after six weeks, the ‘house bees’ – also girls – make all
the honey and royal jelly and don’t last long either, whereas the drones – boy bees! –
do nothing but hang around waiting to mate. They have big eyes to spot a virgin
Queen and mate up to 20 times before dying. Michelle had a selection of honey bee
products for the members to purchase; from honey to face creams!
The lunch at the Langham Hotel on 7th April was considered to be ‘ the best ever!’
with one of the original ‘Calendar Girls’ – Trish Green [who was Miss October] giving an excellent and very amusing talk.
The Annual Meeting of the East Sussex Federation of the WI was in the Winter
Gardens at the end of March with a welcome from the new County Chairman Gill
Nokes from the Harbour W.I. The two guest speakers were Bill Shelford, Deputy Lord
Lieutenant of East Sussex and Ruth Goodman, historian and television personality,
which made for a very interesting afternoon.
The re-formed 4th Monday Club meets in Simply Italian every month and the Theatre
Group are going to a matinee performance of ‘The Mikado’ at the Devonshire Park
Theatre on the 3rd May with lunch in Rosetto beforehand. There is an outing planned
for ‘Hever in Bloom’ - the Flower Festival at beautiful Hever Castle on the 27th June.
The ‘Knit and Natter Group’ could not meet on the 3rd Monday of the month in
Hobbycraft as it was Easter Monday.
Next month’s meeting will be held on the 8th May in the Sovereign Suite of the
Sovereign Harbour Yacht Club at 2pm. This will be the Resolution Meeting and WI
Trustee, Stephanie Gaunt, will explain how a resolution progresses to being promoted
at the NFWI annual meeting. After the two resolutions that are going forward are
briefly discussed, there is a chance to get to know fellow members with a light-hearted
session of ‘Speed Chatting’!
Enquiries about membership can be made to Frances Harrap on 01323 472649.
Information is also available on our website. www.shra.co.uk/wi

THE HARBOUR W.I.
The May Meeting was an opportunity for members to discuss the resolutions that
their delegates are taking to the AGM in Liverpool. President Hiliary Hooper read out
the main points from the 2 resolutions: ‘Alleviating Loneliness’ and ‘Plastic Soup –
keep micro plastic fibres out of our oceans’; and the members voted for both to go
forward.
The afternoon continued with tea and biscuits – and ‘Speed Chatting’! - described by
Programme Secretary Jacquie Frost as “A light hearted chance to get to know your
fellow members” – and so it was! After about 5 minutes of chat to a neighbour,
Jacquie rang a bell and every other person moved to the next table to chat to another
neighbour!! The noise level got louder, as did the laughter – and everyone learned a
bit more about each other. The fun continued with Hiliary Hooper holding a mini
raffle for a Door Stop she won in the Marshdown raffle. Hiliary is not known for her
sewing skills, and the Door Stop needed sewing! A further £34 was made for the
EDGH Project fund.
The 4th Monday Club is gaining more support and 14 ladies met to sit in lovely
sunshine outside Simply Italian for a drink and a chat.
The Lunch Club enjoyed a matinee performance of ‘The Mikado’ at the Devonshire
Park Theatre on the 3rd May with lunch in Rosetto beforehand and are having tea at
the Castle Cottage Tea Rooms in Pevensey on the 20th June and lunch at Chalk Farm
on the 18th July. The ‘Hever in Bloom’ outing to Hever Castle in Kent is on the 27th
June and is fully booked.
The ‘Knit and Natter’ craft group meet in Hobbycraft on the 3rd Monday of every
month; and Jan Field is again opening her beautiful garden to members on 12th July
for a ‘Tea Party’ to raise money for the Friends of the EDGH Project, which is to
help fund a radiotherapy unit in the hospital.
Former Treasurer Jill Hughes was thanked for her many contributions to the Harbour
WI and wished all the best with her move to Whitby.
Next month’s meeting will be held on the 12th June in the Sovereign Suite of the
Sovereign Harbour Yacht Club at 2pm. June Anderson is coming to talk about The
Work of Great Ormond Street Hospital [GOSH] – the famous children’s hospital in
London.
Enquiries about membership can be made to Frances Harrap on 01323 472649.
Information is also available on our website.
www.shra.co.uk/wi
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The speaker for the June meeting of the Harbour WI was Judy Anderson from
Great Ormond Street Hospital [GOSH] - the famous children’s hospital in
London. Judy is the Legacy Development Manager for the children’s charity
and she came to tell the members about the work the hospital does and how the
money the charity raises is spent to make life better for thousands of sick
children and their families. The founder, Dr Charles West, was the son of a
Baptist Minister who was appalled at the death rate for children – one third died
before the age of ten! – so on the 14th February 1852 he opened a free hospital
with ten beds at number 49 Great Ormond Street.
After a shaky start, he managed to get support from various influential people such as Charles Dickens and Queen Victoria! - and in 1875 built a 100-bed
hospital on the same site. In 1929 JM Barrie gave all his copyright fees from
‘Peter Pan’ to the hospital and that remains in place today. The hospital ran
purely on donations until the NHS was formed in 1948 and today it is a state of
the art building where they have achieved many breakthroughs over the years.
They were first with leukaemia research, heart/lung bypass machines, bone
marrow transplants and have performed over 500 heart transplants to date.
There are now 419 beds and over 4,000 staff and their motto remains “The
Child First and Always”
The Lunch Club had a delightful tea at the Castle Cottage Tea Rooms in
Pevensey on the 20th June with some of them sitting in the gardens in the shade
of the ruins of Pevensey Castle. They are going to Chalk Farm in Willingdon
for the July lunch and Jan Field is again opening her beautiful garden to
members on 12th July for a ‘Cream Tea’ to raise money for the Friends of the
EDGH Project, which is to help fund a radiotherapy unit in the hospital.
The 4th Monday Club did not meet in June as it was the day before an outing to
Hever Castle for ‘Hever in Bloom’.
Preparations are already being made for the Harbour’s 10th Birthday in October
and Christmas Lunch is booked at the Hydro for the 18th December.
Next month’s meeting will be held on the 10th July in the Sovereign Suite of the
Sovereign Harbour Yacht Club at 2pm. The speaker will be Mark Sawyer, the
coxswain of the Eastbourne Lifeboat, to talk about the work of the RNLI.
Enquiries about membership can be made to Frances Harrap on 01323 472649.
Information is also available on our website.
www.shra.co.uk/wi

THE HARBOUR W.I.
July was a busy month for the Harbour WI. There were 3 speakers at the monthly meeting. The first was
Pam Brittain from Westham Evening WI, who was the East Sussex Federation’s delegate at the National
Annual Meeting in Liverpool. Pam gave a detailed and at times very amusing account of the day’s
proceedings.
Mark Sawyer, the Cox of the Eastbourne lifeboat, then arrived with his son David to talk to the members.
He told them that there are 2 Eastbourne lifeboats, inshore and offshore, and explained what their
differing roles are. Sadly, Beachy Head has become the second busiest suicide spot in the world and there
have been 16 bodies recovered already this year. Other jobs for the inshore lifeboat include rescuing
swimmers, wind surfers, inflatables, kite surfers, jet skis and people cut off by the tide. Mark’s son David
is the Cox for the inshore boat or the ‘rubber dingy’ as Mark called it! It works along the coast from
Beachy Head to Cooden Beach.
The all-weather lifeboat covers an area from Bexhill to Birling Gap and 30 miles out to sea. It travels at
25 knots and carries enough fuel for 10 hours at sea. Mark had the honour of taking the Tamar Class
‘Diamond Jubilee’ to the Thames Pageant in 2012 for the Queen’s Diamond Jubilee celebrations. The
Queen is patron of the RNLI which relies entirely on donations and legacies. They rescue an average of
21 people every day of the year and have 4,500 volunteer crew who risk their lives for strangers. Mark
showed a short film of a Tamar Class lifeboat in action in very rough conditions! It can carry up to 100
survivors and is self-righting with up to 40 on board.
Next to speak was Harbour WI member, Gill Nokes who is also Chairman of East Sussex Federation. Gill
was one of the lucky ones picked to go to a Garden Party at Buckingham Palace. She said it was a
beautiful day, a very nice tea and good weather. The Queen was in yellow – and Gill was in ‘blush pink’!
Gill passed round an album of lovely photos of the day.
Hever in Bloom’ was a great day out for the Harbour WI. On the 27th June 48 members travelled by
coach through the Ashdown Forest and pretty surrounding countryside for a tour of the lovely Hever
Castle and grounds. Heavy rain had been promised for the day but it managed to stay dry until the
journey home!
Two weeks later on the 12th July, members were treated to another beautiful garden! Member Jan Field
again opened her home and garden for a cream tea with home-made cakes and scones - and strawberries
and cream! Money raised at the event is going to the Friends of the EDGH who are helping to fund a new
radiotherapy unit.
Chalk Farm in Willingdon was the venue for the Lunch Club on the 18th July. 17 members enjoyed sitting
in the sunny gardens before a delightful lunch served and prepared with the help of young adults with
learning difficulties.
The 4th Monday Club met in Simply Italian for coffee and a chat and plan to meet in August, but on the
3rd Monday because of the bank holiday. Arrangements are under way for the Harbour’s 10th Birthday in
October and Christmas Lunch is booked at the Hydro for the 18th December.
There is no meeting in August for the Harbour WI, so the next meeting will be held on the 11th
September in the Sovereign Suite of the Sovereign Harbour Yacht Club at 2pm. There will be a talk about
the long-held traditions of the Sussex Bonfire Societies with a competition for the best miniature guy – no
more than 12” high!
Membership for the Harbour WI has reached a maximum for the premises where it is held but visitors are
welcome by prior arrangement with Frances Harrap on 01323 472649. Information is also available on
our website. www.shra.co.uk/wi
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Derek Legg from the Eastbourne Bonfire Society arrived at the September meeting of
the Harbour WI to give members a history of the society. He was accompanied by a
band of beautifully dressed ‘Pirates’ who gave a hearty rendition of the ‘Bonfire
Prayer’!
Sussex Bonfire Societies date back to the 16th century martyrs and the 17th century
Gunpowder Plot. Hence the ‘Bonfire Prayer’ … “Remember, remember the 5th of
November”. The Eastbourne society was originally formed in 1866 and celebrates on
the 9th November so that they can go to the Lewes celebrations on the 5th of November
and vice versa. It has had a haphazard history over the years but was rekindled in 2001
by a group of residents and bonfire enthusiasts supported by the then Duke of
Devonshire. Since 2005 they have hosted their own Annual Bonfire event along
Eastbourne seafront. There is a torch lit procession and bonfire with fireworks!
Everybody is welcome. They now have 200 members and meet every month at the
Crown and Anchor Public house.
Five Harbour WI members went on a Federation visit to Denman College from 1- 4th
September. Carol Kilby told the rest of the members about the superb hospitality at
Denman and the interesting and varied courses they had all enjoyed.
The Harbour WI has been very busy fundraising for various charities. A letter of thanks
was received from GOSH (Great Ormond Street Hospital for Sick Children) thanking
them for the donation of £237.55 raised for them at the June meeting.
On the 12th July member Jan Field’s Garden Party raised £326 which is going to the
Friends of the EDGH who are helping to fund a new radiotherapy unit, bringing the
total raised so far to £599.01! A further £237.55 was raised for the RNLI whose
Eastbourne Coxswain; Mark Sawyer, gave a talk to the members at the July meeting.
The 4th Monday Club meets in Simply Italian for coffee and a chat … and maybe cake!
and Lotterbridge Golf Club was the venue for the Lunch Club on the 27th September.
They plan to go to the Devonshire Park Theatre to see ‘My Fair Lady’ on November 9th
with lunch beforehand. Christmas Lunch is booked at the Hydro for the 18th
December.
The next meeting will be held on the 9th October in the Sovereign Suite of the
Sovereign Harbour Yacht Club. This will be the 10th Anniversary Party for the Harbour
WI with a special buffet and Henry the Eighth as the guest of honour!
Membership for the Harbour WI has reached a maximum for the premises where it is
held but visitors are welcome by prior arrangement with Frances Harrap on 01323
472649. Information is also available on our website.
www.shra.co.uk/wi
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The 10th Birthday of the Harbour W.I. on the 9th October was a real
celebration and after a hearty rendition of Jerusalem, President Hiliary
Hooper welcomed 83 Members to a buffet lunch followed later by tea and
cakes catered by the Sovereign Harbour Yacht Club.
The guest of honour [and speaker for the afternoon] was none other than
King Henry VIII of England – aka Tony Harris. Tony was dressed in an
exact copy of the clothes that Henry would have worn and looked very
colourful and dashing. He gave an amusing and informative account of
Henry’s life and loves and of course his wives!
Tony told the members some facts they didn’t know and also dispelled
other facts they thought they did know! Henry crammed so much in to his
short life. He died aged 55 and was actually married to the first of his 6
wives for 24 of those years. He is buried, at his request, in St. Georges
Chapel Windsor alongside his beloved second wife Ann Boleyn – who he
had beheaded!? Henry is also the only king to have had all three of his
children rule. If only history lessons at school had been as interesting.
The afternoon finished with a bumper raffle overseen by Pat Cuttell and
Pam Wood.
There was a meeting on the 16th October in Simply Italian to review the
progress and continuation of the Craft Club; and the 4th Monday Club also
met in Simply Italian on the 23rd October for a cup of coffee and chat.
The Lunch Club are going to the Pomodoro Mozarella for lunch on the 9th
November followed by My Fair Lady at the Devonshire Park Theatre and
the Marshdown Christmas Carol Service is at Hamden Park on the 5th
December.
Also, after a very successful Christmas Lunch there last year it is again
booked at the Hydro Hotel for December 18th.
The November Meeting will be held in the Sovereign Suite of the
Sovereign Harbour Yacht Club at 2pm. There is no speaker as it is the
AGM, but there will be a ‘Game Show Style Quiz’ … with prizes!
Enquiries about membership can be made to Frances Harrap on 01323
472649. Information is also available on our website:
www.shra.co.uk/wi
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It was the Annual Meeting for the Harbour WI on the 13th November. After the
financial statement had been read out, secretary Irene Scoble read the Committee’s
Annual report and President Hiliary Hooper read the President’s report.
Hiliary has been President for 3 years and was thanked by County Chairman Gill
Nokes for all her hard work during that time. She was presented with a posy of flowers
and a silver photo frame containing a photo of the committee at the 10th Birthday Party.
Hiliary then presented gifts to Maureen Satchel who is stepping down from the
Committee, Irene Scoble who is stepping down as Secretary and Christine Bateman
who stepped down as Treasurer. Gifts were also given to two of the husbands who have
helped with printing.
Voting for the President was overseen by Gill Nokes and Sandy Goman was duly voted
in as the new President.
Former Harbour WI President and WI Adviser Heather Hyrapiet presented beautiful
sugar-crafted bouquets of roses [made by her!] to Hiliary, Irene and Christine Bateman.
A ‘Countdown’ style game show had also been arranged for the afternoon by Irene
Scoble but had to be saved for another occasion due to lack of time.
The Lunch Club went to the Pomodoro Mozarella for a delicious lunch on the 9th
November followed by a fabulous matinee performance of My Fair Lady at the
Devonshire Park Theatre. Thirty members thoroughly enjoyed the afternoon which was
arranged by Jacquie Frost. Jacquie is stepping down from the committee to join the
East Sussex Federation of WI’s committee and will be sorely missed.
Members interested in re-forming the Craft Club in the New Year met in Simply Italian
on the morning of the 27th November to discuss venues and dates; and the 4th Monday
Club also met in Simply Italian that afternoon for a cup of coffee and a chat.
The Marshdown Group Christmas Carol Service is at St Mary’s Church Hampden Park
on the 5th December. Also, Christmas Lunch is again booked at the Hydro Hotel for
December 18th.
The Christmas Party will be held at the December Meeting in the Sovereign Suite of
the Sovereign Harbour Yacht Club at 2pm. The Catering Committee will be supplying
Christmas fare! and the speaker will be Dr. Mick Lynn talking about ‘The Traditions of
Christmas – past and present.’
Enquiries about membership can be made to Frances Harrap on 01323 472649.
Information is also available on our web pages. www.shra.co.uk/wi

