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‘The History of the Home Interior’ was the title of speaker Peter Batty’s talk to the 
members of the Harbour WI.  28 members logged on to see Peter via Zoom with a 
little bit of help from his wife!  He is a tour guide and historian at several stately 
homes in the area. 
 
Bradbourne House near Maidstone, a 17th 
century Tudor building, is one of the places 
he works.  He showed slides of different 
rooms in houses and how they had progressed 
and evolved throughout the years. Starting 
from way back in 1066 when there would 
have been castles where everyone lived in the 
Great Hall. [Including the animals] or in 
hovels [again with the animals!]. 
 
It wasn’t until the 17th century that the chimney was invented and changed the way 
houses were built. They started to have rooms and went on to paint and decorate 
them. By Victorian times people were wallpapering their houses. That was until a 
Doctor Orton investigating why a family were all sick and dying found that the 
arsenic they were using to colour their wallpaper was killing them! 
 
Kitchens were mostly kept away from the main dwellings and hovels didn’t even 
have them. If they were rich enough to buy meat, they would get the local baker to 
cook it. Even by the 18th century kitchens were hidden away in the darkest most 
miserable parts of the house.  
 
Toilets and bathrooms were also very late to evolve. After World War One 4 out of 
10 houses didn’t have a bath. They used a tin bath. They lived in ‘Mill Cottages’ – 
back-to-back houses built for the industrial revolution - and the toilet was at the end 
of the garden. Three million people were then re-housed.  
 
It wasn’t until Georgian times that the bedroom started to become a separate room 
either. Before that beds were made to sleep as many as 12 people. The Edwardians 
went on to make very elaborate beds and bedrooms with many layers of bedding. 
Thank goodness we started using duvets or continental quilts in this country in the 
1970s! 
 
Peter also set little quizzes for the members with pictures of interiors for them to 
guess which decade they were from. It was quite amazing to realise how much 
things had changed even in the last 60/70 years. 
END 
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Thirty-three members logged on to a Zoom meeting of the Harbour WI on the 8th 
February. It was a very cold and snowy day and most people were glad not to have to 
go out! 
 
President Jackie Stevens introduced the speaker for the day, Harry Pope. Harry had 
become a speaker on cruise ships a couple of years ago, giving talks on entertainment 
and the people involved. His talk on Monday was about Ronnie Barker and also Dave 
Allen. 
 
Ronnie Barker was a bank clerk when he left school 
but took up amateur dramatics to meet girls! He 
worked in theatre ‘Rep’ which was very hard work 
as they put on a different play every week. He learnt 
next week’s lines as he performed this week’s play. 
He eventually got a job with Manchester Rep having 
failed an audition with the Young Vic. By 1955 he 
had performed in 350 plays. A friend and mentor of 
his worked for BBC radio and got him a job on the 
Navy Lark which eventually led to David Frost 
giving him a job on The Frost Report. He worked there for 17 years with nobody 
realising that he was actually one of the writers under a pseudo name. After many 
successful years of entertaining, Ronnie retired in 1987 to run an antique shop. 
 
Dave Allen’s path to becoming an entertainer was a very different one. He had 
followed his father into journalism and was a trainee reporter in Fleet Street when he 
took 4 years off to become a Butlin’s Redcoat in the summer and worked at Working 

Men’s Clubs and Strip Clubs in the winter. He 
changed agents and changed his name from David 
Tynan O’Mahony – too much of a mouthful! Having 
been successful on the television talent show New 
Faces in 1959 he was asked to tour with pop groups as 
a compere and comedian. He toured with Adam Faith, 
Helen Shapiro and the Beatles. His most enjoyable 
tour was around South Africa with Sophie Tucker. 
His break in to television came in Australia on a 
Channel 9 chat show. He could be quite outrageous 
and rude on air and was fired and reinstated several 

times. On his return to England he was employed by the BBC and was on our screens 
for many years with his own comedy and sketch shows. 
Harry signed off with Dave Allen’s departing words – 

‘May your god go with you.’ 
 

Information on the Harbour WI can be found on the SHRA website. 
www.shra.co.uk/wi 
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There were 31 members logged on to a Zoom meeting of the Harbour WI on the 8th 
March. President Jackie Stevens welcomed everyone and introduced the speaker for the 
day Melinda Stone. 
 
Melinda has been a tour guide at Herstmonceux Castle near Hailsham since 2018 and her 
illustrated talk was all about the development of the Castle through the ages. Although not 
a local girl originally Melinda decided to research the Castle’s origin as she lived so close 
to it. From pictures of the site in the 14th century the Manor 
House, as it was then, was by the sea. William of 
Normandy sailed there in the 11th century but was 
disrupted from landing by a storm. It has gradually silted 
up and is now many miles from the coast. In the 15th 
century Henry VI gave the Manor to his treasurer Sir 
Roger Fiennes who started the construction of the castle as 
it is today. It was the biggest privately owned house in 
England at the time! Sir Roger was known to be very fond 
of dogs and there are images everywhere in the building and integrated chapel. 
 
The name Herstmonceux comes from ‘hyrst’ – meaning wooded hill in Anglo-Saxon - and 
Monceux from the family who had been lords of the manor since the 12th century. The 
estate passed to Sir Roger’s son whose descendants eventually sold it to George Naylor 
MP for Seaford. His wife found it very uncomfortable, so they built a house in the north-
west corner of the park and abandoned the castle. They took all the best bits to their new 
home Herstmonceux Place and the castle became a picturesque ruin in the 300 acre 
Medieval Park. 
 
It wasn’t until the mid 19th century that Claude Lowther MP bought the castle and it was 
renovated over the next 100 years by him and then Sir Paul Latham who built a library, 
china room and ballroom - also a swimming pool in the garden which is now the 
Shakespeare Garden. The Ministry of Defence stored records there during the Second 
World War and it was later sold to the Admiralty to use as an Observatory. They had to 
move away unfortunately because of the light pollution from Eastbourne! - and it was 
bought by developers who wanted a Hotel and Golf Resort. Locals objected and they went 
bankrupt in 1992! It was bought by Doctors Alfred and Isabel Bader. Alfred had been one 
of the last German Jewish children to come to England on the Kindertransport prior to the 
outbreak of the Second World War. At the age of 16 he became a detainee and was sent to 
Canada where he did very well and received an exceptional education at Queen’s 
University Ontario. The couple left the Castle to Queen’s University Canada who still own 
it and use it today as a study centre. 
 
The Harbour WI hopes to follow up Melinda’s very interesting talk about the Castle with a 
visit and tour when it opens again fully. 
 

Information on the Harbour WI can be found on the SHRA website. 
www.shra.co.uk/wi 
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Peter Allen, the director of the ‘RC Sheriff Trust’, was the speaker for the Harbour WI 
on the 12th April. 27 members logged on via Zoom to a very interesting and informative 
talk all about the English author’s life and works. Peter titled his talk ‘To a Journeys 
End’ with reference to Robert Sheriff’s most famous and well-known play and film - 
Journeys End.  
Robert was born in Surrey in 1896 to a working class family. He got a place at Kingston 
Grammar school but could not progress to university as there were no funds. His first 
job was as a Sun Insurance agent which he later described as “the miserable, hopeless 
monotony of an insurance agent”. So when war broke out he was quick to volunteer to 
become an officer. He was refused! Only public school boys were being accepted to 
train as officers. Within a year – because of the heavy losses of men – he was accepted 
for training which he thoroughly enjoyed.  
By 1916, when he was sent to Pashendale in France to fight with the 9th East Surrey 
Regiment, he was already writing. He made notes on his experiences and of the bad food 
and sickness. An injury got him sent home and by 1919 he was back to being an 
insurance agent. Having also returned to rowing for Kingston Rowing Club, he wrote a 
play to raise money for them. It was such a success he carried on writing for them and 
decided he would like to become a writer.  

He wrote a novel about a school but struggled with it so went back to 
writing a play - Journey's End. He drew on his own experiences and 
also the 227 letters he had written home. He sent it to a friend who 
complained that there was no leading lady! George Bernard Shaw 
termed it a document – not really a play. So Robert hired the Savoy 
Theatre for four Sunday night performances. It went on to give 200 
performances at the Prince of Wales Theatre and was a huge success, 
ending up on Broadway and then as a film.  
He went on to write many more plays and screen plays such as The 
Invisible Man, The Four Feathers and Goodbye Mr. Chips. At one 
time he was the highest paid screen play writer in Hollywood.  

After coming back to England he was offered to write the screen play for The 
Dambusters which was a huge hit. But by the 1960s his style was outdated, and he wrote 
very little more.  
When he died in 1975 he left his house and estate to the council to use ‘for art’. 
Neighbouring residents didn’t want ‘arty types’ living there so it was sold eventually for 
£2.6 million and the RC Allen Trust was set up. Royalties go to Kingston Grammar 
School and the Scouts. His plays are still performed today and films are being remade 
over and over again.  

Information on the Harbour WI can be found on the SHRA website. 
www.shra.co.uk/wi 
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Another successful zoom meeting was held by the Harbour WI on 10th May with 24 
members joining in.   Susan Grinnall introduced the speaker Clive Nuttman who gave 
an illustrated talk about Madagascar entitled “Enchanted Isle.” 
Clive is a conservational biologist with a degree in tropical biology.  He lived and 
worked in Madagascar.  He explained with illustrations how it is the second largest 
island country in the world after Greenland 
and the fourth largest island in the world.  At 
one time many millions of years ago it was 
attached to Africa and India.  It is now 250 
miles off the east coast of Africa and about 
3,500 miles from India.   
The island is 228.9 square miles of very 
mixed vegetation.  The east side is tropical 
rain forests and is verdant and lush with 
plenty of rain.  On the west are spiny forests 
of very unusual trees with huge trunks and 
hardly any foliage.  In the middle are desserts 
and grasslands that get very little rain apart 
from in the wet season between November 
and February when the dry beds of the rivers become raging torrents. 
The island’s 23 million people are thought to be originally from Borneo, over 2,000 
miles away! They have a similar language and may have travelled with the slave 
traders or pirates in the 15th century.  It is not a poor country but has huge inequality.  
The main trade is in vanilla and prawns.  It became a French colony in 1896 and French 
is the second language after Malagacy.   
Ninety percent of the wildlife on Madagascar is found nowhere else on Earth and there 
are no natural grazing animals.  Clive showed pictures of many of the native animals 
and insects – some very unusual! They are all under threat from the increasing 
population and cutting down of the forests.  Rosewood trees grow there and are 
harvested illegally.  They don’t float so 6 more trees are cut down to help float them 
down the river.  Forests are also cleared for farming.  The only trees left are Baobabs 
and they are no good for anything.  The problem is the impact of man.  ‘The Serpent in 
Eden’   
Tourism is beginning to take off as there are now direct flights from France and Italy.  
The landscape is amazing with stunning beaches and coral reefs but travelling around 
the island is still difficult and you could have to build your own bridges at times! but 
they have great mobile phone signals according to Clive!! 
Susan thanked Clive for his very interesting and informative talk with lovely 
illustrations.  

Information on the Harbour WI can be found on the SHRA website. 
www.shra.co.uk/wi 
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Jacquie Frost introduced the speaker for a Zoom meeting of the Harbour WI on the 14th 
June. In spite of the beautiful weather outside, 21 members watched as Peter Rushton 
gave an illustrated talk on ‘The History of Cruising.’ 
 
The first cruises were as early as 1857 when a ‘Mediterranean Antiquity Voyage’ took 
place; and P&O began advertising European cruises by 1898.  The transatlantic liners 
were started in 1900 by the Hamburg America Line. Their first custom-made cruise ship 
was the ‘Prinzessin Victoria Luise’ which sadly was wrecked in a storm off Jamaica 
only six years later. 
 
Transatlantic voyages were very profitable and soon the German company was in 
competition with Cunard [British] who built the Lusitania with a government loan. She 
was the largest manmade construction of the time. She was fitted with turbine engines so 
that she could maintain a speed of 25 knots, enabling her to win the coveted Blue 
Ribbon for the fastest Atlantic crossing. Ironically, she was sunk by a German U-boat 
while ferrying troops and horses to Flanders in the First World War in 1915. Cunard 
went on to build the Mauritania and the Aquitania – the longest ship in the world.  

 
France also joined in the race for the Blue Ribbon with 
the luxurious Normandie with Lalique glass mirrors, 
grand master oil paintings and suites of up to 4 bedrooms 
and, of course, servants quarters! The British ‘Queens’ 
followed, but the liners were becoming unprofitable and 
Cunard and the American company White Star 
amalgamated. White Star built the fated Titanic! 
 
World War Two put an end to transatlantic travel and 
winter cruises to the Mediterranean became popular – 
even during the war! Whittle’s jet engine invented in 
1941 revolutionised air travel leaving the liners with only 
10% of their former passengers, so some of the ships 
reformed and began cruising.  A television programme 
‘The Love Boat’ also helped popularise cruises.  Many 
companies started building cruise ships. They got bigger 
and more and more luxurious. The last one built in 
Britain was for Saga – the Saga Ruby. The largest cruise 
ship to be built is the Oasis of the Seas. She can take 

6,400 passengers! Peter showed pictures of some of the beautiful ships and their 
interiors. The Oasis of the Seas has a shopping mall with live trees and shop windows! 
 
Jacquie then thanked Peter after he’d answered several questions from the members. 
 
Information on the Harbour WI can be found on our webpages:  www.shra.co.uk/wi 
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The Harbour WI has managed to keep in touch with members in various ways 
during the pandemic - via monthly newsletters, emails, Zoom, and letters for those 
without internet. There has also been a Christmas card and gift delivery to every 
member, and, just recently, a picnic in Hampden Park. 
Twenty one members joined July’s zoom meeting where the speaker was Jackie 
Marsh Hobbs.  
Jackie gave a talk on ‘The British Seaside Holiday.’ With the help of some lovely 
old illustrations she showed how seaside holidays really started in 1626 when a Miss 
Farrow found spring water in the town of Scarborough and people with money 
started going there for the ‘Spa’ and also to take a dip in the sea. The sea was said to 
have the same benefits as the spring water according to a Doctor Richard Whitty 
[who made lots of money form it!]. It cleared them out! They were encouraged to 
drink it as well as bathe in it. Bathing Huts were pulled down to the sea by horses 
and the ladies and gentlemen were helped into the sea by ‘Dippers’ – on separate 
beaches! Many more seaside towns caught on to the concept. It became so popular 
that paddle steamers started trips to the seaside and piers 
were built to land the passengers.  
Railways changed everything. It really opened up the 
seaside to everyone with low cost 2nd and 3rd Class 
tickets and day trips. The beaches became mobbed with 
traders etc. so promenades were built across the beach to 
the sea and piers became more elaborate. Theatres and 
cinemas were built on them and entertainment was put 
on for the visitors. There were Pier Divers, Punch and 
Judy shows, donkey rides and seaside snacks such as Ice 
Cream, Fish and Chips and Rock! By 1938, when the 
first paid holidays started, purpose built hotels were 
springing up everywhere and Butlins opened their first 
Holiday Camp.  
After the Second World War caravans and camping 
became popular. Seaside towns attracted more and more 
visitors and more and more entertainment was put on for 
them. Vernacular railways, Camera Obscuras, water 
sports, air shows, amusement arcades, lidos and the spectacular shows!  
Because of the pandemic we are all now beginning to reap the benefits again.  
Susan Grinnall the Social Secretary, then thanked Jackie for her amusing and 
informative talk and President Sandie Goman told the members that there would be 
a meeting in August via zoom, another picnic in Hampden Park and hopefully by the 
September meeting they may be able to meet up.  

Information on the Harbour WI can be found on the SHRA website 
www.shra.co.uk/wi 
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Twenty members joined August’s zoom meeting on the 9th August to listen to our 
speaker Christopher Hurlock talking about ‘Brighton in the Sixties’   
He is author of a book of the same name which took him three years to research; during 
which time he read over 1,000 headlines from Brighton local newspapers. Apparently, 
most of them were very similar to today!  …. apart from the numbers! The average 
weekly wage was £14.10 shillings, a 3-bedroom house in Brighton cost £4,000 and a 
family car about £400. 
They still had the death sentence and National Service. 
The ‘Pill’ was just being prescribed [but only to married 
or engaged couples] and homosexuality was illegal. 
Harold Wilson was prime minister from 1964 – 1970 
and said at the time that it was ‘A socialist inspired time 
of scientific technology and revolution’. North Sea oil 
was discovered. The first human space flights took 
place, culminating in a man on the moon in 1969; colour 
television became available in 1967; and the first 
internet message was sent in 1969! 
Brighton in the sixties was advertised as ‘Brilliant and Beautiful’ by their tourist board. 
They had the Pavilion and the Lanes and 2 piers - the West and the Palace. There were 5 
theatres operating - only one now remains. 13 cinemas - again only one remains.  
There were issues at the time, mainly the rough back streets. They were narrow and 
crowded, so they were demolished, and high-rise flats built in their place. All the small 
shops went as well. A new shopping mall was developed. By 1967 many streets were 
gone including some very beautiful houses. The Grand Hotel was only just saved by 
Keith Joseph who was the minister of housing. In their place Churchill Square was 
opened as a shopping centre. It was not under cover, as now, and was mostly concrete! 
They also started Brighton Marina; and Top Rank knocked down more buildings, 
theatres and cinemas to put up another concrete building, part of which is still there 
today. They also closed the Fish Market as it ‘didn’t fit in’! Christopher showed lots of 
photographs of the time before and after the many redevelopments that went on in the 
sixties.  
He said how the Brighton Festival was started in 1960 and has now become a huge and 
very famous event. The biggest plus for Christopher was the opening of Sussex 
University. It was the first university to open since WW2. This was followed by the Art 
College and Brighton has become a ‘College Town’.  
Susan Grinnall, the Social Secretary, then thanked Christopher for his very informative 
talk and President Sandie Goman told the members that there would be another picnic in 
Hampden Park on the 18th August and a September meeting at the Yacht Club when 
they can at last meet up.      

Information on the Harbour WI can be found on the SHRA website. 
www.shra.co.uk/wi 
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The Harbour WI held its first face to face meeting since March 2020 when President 
Jackie Stevens welcomed 63 members to the Sovereign Harbour Yacht Club on the 14th 
September. 
They were entertained by Steve Roberts, a retired New Scotland Yard Detective who 
gave a very amusing talk about his time with ‘The Flying Squad’ as made famous by 
the television programme ‘The Sweeny’ [rhyming slang – Sweeny Todd = Flying 
Squad.] He had served 30 years with the Metropolitan Police, joining the armed 
response team in 1956. He was born in Stepney in the East end of London; left school 
with only one O-level and joined the force with the ambition of “not having to pound 
the beat in all weathers!” After only 3 years he was in plain clothes. His job was to 
follow suspects and get as much information on them as he could. A lot of the crime 
was ‘jump-ups’ where thieves would steal goods from lorries to sell on. The police 
would lie in wait and arrest them just before they struck.  
His ‘patch’ was the Commercial Road area. [The home of the Kray Twins, Jack [the 
hat] McVitie, [Mad] Frankie Fraser and others.] The main crimes were bank raids. 
Back then there were over 21,000 banks compared to 
5,000 now! There were many very dangerous shoot outs. 
Steve told the members how the Flying Squad had 
started in 1919 as a mobile patrol experiment. They were 
given 2 open topped wagons left over from WW1. These 
proved to be no good against the cars used by the 
criminals, so they were given ex-military Crossley 
Tenders (pictured) . These reached speeds of 39mph! - 
And were fitted with Morse code transmitters in 1923. 
By 1927 they had been issued with Lea Francis sports 
cars capable of 75mph with dedicated drivers who were 
trained at Brooklands racecourse.  
Steve went on to recount many amusing incidents in his 
time with the squad. Once [in Hampden Park!] they chased a suspect - ‘Harry the Rat’ 
– doing 29mph …. Backwards! 
Susan Grinall thanked Steve for his talk after he had answered member’s questions. 
Before tea, member Hiliary Hooper told members about her lovely afternoon enjoying 
Fairwarp WI’s 100th Birthday celebrations.   
After tea President Sandie Goman told the members about the committee’s proposal to 
have a New Year lunch at the Hydro Hotel instead of a Christmas lunch.  
The afternoon finished with a free raffle organised by Jean Morren. 
Next month, on Monday the 11th October, it will be the 14th Birthday of the Harbour 
WI. 
Information on the Harbour WI can be found on the SHRA. website. 
                                 www.shra.co.uk/wi 
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On Monday the 11th October the Harbour WI held its 14th Birthday 
meeting. At a fun afternoon 50 members sat down to tea and cakes supplied 
by the catering committee. There was also a quiz organised by joint 
President Jackie Stevens and a table quiz during tea set by Treasurer 
Marion Charlton. President Sandie Goman then did a ‘Handbag Bingo’ 
which was very much enjoyed by everyone. Cards and poppies were on 
sale with the proceeds going to charity. 
 
The November 8th meeting was the Annual Meeting and 45 members 
attended. Outgoing President Sandie Goman welcomed two new committee 
members and a new President, Jacquie Frost. Two committee members 
stood down and were thanked for their time on the committee and 
presented with gifts. 
 
In her President’s Address Sandie Goman thanked everyone who had 
helped to make the Harbour WI a continuing success and especially for 
everyone’s help during the difficult time of the pandemic.  
 
The new President Jacquie Frost then thanked Sandie for her 4 years as 
President which was extended because of the lockdown restrictions and 
presented her with a beautiful orchid. The meeting finished with thanks to 
Sally Pulling who oversaw the election of the President in her capacity as 
WI Adviser. 
 
The next meeting is on the 13th December at 2pm in the Sovereign Suite of 
the Sovereign Harbour Yacht Club. It will be the Christmas meeting – with 
Christmas fare! 
 
Information on the Harbour WI can be found on the S.H.R.A. website. 
                                 www.shra.co.uk/wi 
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